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"Snakes. Why'd it have to be snakes?" 

Indiana Jones, Raiders of the Lost Ark 
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I Dam! Spanning 6,565 linear feet, the 

Pensacola Dam on the south shores of Grand 
Lake O’ The Cherokees is the world’s longest 
multiple-arch dam. 


^ 1 Statuesque. Vinita, Oklahoma’s 
/ first city to enjoy electricity, was 
originally called “Downingville.” 
It was renamed in honor of Vinnie 
Ream, the artist who sculpted the life- 
size statue of Abraham Lincoln 
in the U.S. Capitol. 


Great Falls. Turner Falls 
Park in Davis is Oklahoma’s 
oldest park - and features 
the state’s largest waterfall. 


& A Starr Is 
Buried 
Here. 

Outlaw Belle 
Starr is buried in 
an isolated grave 
southwest of 
Porum, OK, near 
the Eufaula Dam. 


1 1 1 Oldie. Bristow was the site 

It f Oklahoma’s first radio station: 
KRFU. Later renamed KVOO, the 
station moved to Tulsa in 1927. 


Reaping The Wind. Weatherford is one of the sites where giant, hi-tech windmills 
harvest the wind that comes sweeping down our plains to produce electricity. (PSO is 
Oklahoma’s largest purchaser of wind power.) 


3 Capital Idea. Oklahoma is one of 
only two U.S. states whose names 
are included in the names of their 
capital cities. (Indiana is the other.) 




4 Aiming High. Beaver, OK 
proudly claims the title of 
Cow Chip Throwing Capital of 
the World. The World Championship 
Cow Chip Throw is held there 
each April. 


7 


1 


i 


Alka Seltzer Apres? The 

Oklahoma State Meal: 
Chicken fried steak, fried 
okra, squash, 
cornbread, 
barbecued pork, 
biscuits, sausage 
and gravy, grits, 
corn, strawberries, 
black-eyed peas and 
pecan pie. 


n Oops. Boise City 
was the only city in 
the continental U.S. 
to be bombed during 
World War II. It was a 
practice run gone wrong, 
in 1943. 



8 Nutty? In Bristow, it is illegal 
to serve water to a customer 
in a restaurant unless one 
peanut (in the shell) is also served. 
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The Last Outpost. Fort Sill is the only 
fort from the era of the Indian Wars still 
in operation. 
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Got A 
Light? 

Guthrie is 

home to the National 
Lighter Museum, the nation’s only 
museum devoted to the collection of 
lighters. (The Guthrie collection 
includes 20,000. 


Powering Oklahoma. Public Service Company of Oklahoma was established in the merger of Vinita 
Electric Light and Power Company with five other small electric companies - in Atoka, Coalgate, 
Lehigh, Guthrie and Tulsa - on May 29, 1913. Today, PSO serves 230 communities across the state. 


Fun Facts To Know & Tell About This 
Amazing State We’re Proud To Call Home. 


Brought to you by PSO: 

People Serving OMahoma Since 1913. 



PUBUC SBRVKE 
"^'COMPANY OF 
OKLAHOMA^ 

k unit of American Eiectric Power 





... and wc’rc saving it tor you in Ponca C^ity 


Cowboys, Indians ^md Oi] jure tlic hisron^ of Okhilioma, legacies rliar 
have melded to form rhe culmral fabric of our Srate. Mudi of rhar 
liisfory was pkyed our in Ponca City where we have preserved if ui Eve 
museums thaf chrooidc the people, cultures, fortunes and 
disappomtments that dcvdoped rhe diaracrer of Okldioma- 



Pioneer IVonum Stanic Mnsenm 



Marland's Grand Home Wentz Camp, Conoco Oil Museum , • Marland Mansion 

Pool & Golf Course ^ 



Ponca City Art Center POW/MIA |Jlen)onal/^ Ponc^ Standing Bear Striding gear Museum 

» liieater Park & Sfetiie & Education Center 


For information about attractions, festivals and events 
(866)763-8092 Toll-Free • www.poncacitytourism.com 







Hit the Road 


Okies 


"It's the ropes and the reins and the joy and the pain. And they call 

the thing rodeo." — Gar^fI Brooks 
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On the cover: The photoillustration on the cover was created 
by art director Steven Walker. Saddle, Ed Muno/National 
& Western Heritage Museum. Hide, Siede Preis/Getty Images 


Guns, bulls, and steeds. Things are boom- 
ing at Fort Sill, and our rodeo roundup 
celebrates every Okies inner cowboy. 
Plus, the Oklahoma State Prison Rodeo 

pens ’em in at Big Mac. 



The Dry Beaver Supper Club in Lawton 
serves up gator, steaks, and cobbler galore, 
while the Queen of Sheba brings Ethiopia 
to Oklahoma City and a Guymon taco 
shop is the place to say ole. 


Oklahomans are busy. Jean Warner is 
a woman on a mission, Eddie Sutton 
coaches again. Marlin Lavanhar saves 
souls in Tulsa, and Ryan Tedder rocks 
with the big boys and girls. 



Have a divine intervention at Horse 
Heaven Ranch in Talihina, ride sky and 
wave with kites and wakeboards, and 
identify spring butterflies with our handy 
guide. Plus, post-ice storm tree-hab 


Fried snake, anyone? It’s what’s for din- 
ner at the Waurika Rattlesnake Hunt. 
Plus, David Boren’s new book urges 
bipartisanship, Anna Myers talks family, 
and it’s dinnertime at Price Tower. 
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TOM LUKER 


BRADLEY BEESLEY 


Contributors 


Tom Luker isn't a big fan of 

snakes. But that didn’t stop him from 
traveling to western Oklahoma to pho- 
tograph them for “Snake Tales” (page 
73). Rattlers aside, Luker, pictured here 
inside Okeene’s Den of Death, found 
even more interesting subjects with his 
lens. “It’s always the people,” says the 
Oklahoma Today contributing editor. 
“I shoot personalities. The personalities 
fascinate me.” He found that Okeene 
and Waynoka had no shortage of hu- 
man interest. Luker says, “There are two 
crowds hunting snakes: the families out 
for the weekend and the guys who are 
just utterly fascinated with them.” Luker, 
who has contributed to the magazine 
since 1989, lives in Coweta. 
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aUhe OklahomrState?)^: 
Prison Rodeo iri Mcples^. 
in August ^07, is i|jjorking 
with' tiimmake'r^Bti^ey ^ 
Beesiey'on a^duj^lffin^! 
aboir^the infat^ous rodeo. 
Brown lihotog^phed three 
TrtbeUgcales for this issue: 



T LRRYM. CLARK, chairman of the 
University of Central Oklahoma’s 
journalism program, traveled 
back to familiar territory in southwest 
Oklahoma when covering Fort Sill for 
this issue (“Fort Thunder,” page 40). 
“You can feel the history,” says the former 
Waurika NewS'Democrat^vhYishtc “It is 
such a part of our landscape.” Clark is a 
distant cousin of Quanah Parker’s mother, 
Cynthia Ann, kidnapped by Comanches 
in frontier Texas. When not teaching 
writing or penning columns for the 
Oklahoma Press Association, Clark can 
be found painting Southwest landscapes 
in watercolor or playing chess. He lives 
in Edmond with his wife, Susan. 
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And More... 
bundle! 
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A powerful 

WAKE UP 

call to all Americans 

^ ^ Wise, timely, and constructive views 
from one of the leading public servants 
and educators of our time. ^ ^ 

DAVID MCCULLOUGH 

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian 


^ ^ Here now is the letter to us all, the one we 
have been waiting for — and sorely need. It is a 
message of alarm but also of hope. Our problems 
as Americans are huge but most are of our own 
making and thus capable of our own fixing. 
I say, Amen, David Boren. 

JIM LEHRER 

Executive Editor, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer 


Senator David Boren, a Rhodes Scholar, 
was the longest-serving chair of the U.S. 
Senate Intelligence Committee. A former 
Governor of Oklahoma, he has served as 
President of the University of Oklahoma 
for the past thirteen years. 



A Letter to America boldly faces 
the question of how long the United 
States, with only 6 percent of the 
world’s population, can remain a 
global superpower. Boren explains 
with unsparing clarity why the 
country is at a crossroads and why 
decisive action is urgently needed. 



A LETTER TO 


, A MERIC A 

DAVID BOREN 



HARDCOVER • $14.95 • 5 X • 120 PAGES 
978-0-8061-3944-9 • MARCH 


WWV^. ALETTE RTOAMERICA.ORG 

fl 

Availableatbooksellersandwww.oupress.com L| university of Oklahoma press 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF THE BOOK BENEFIT THE SOONER HERITAGE SCHOLARSHIPS FUND AND THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS. 



Editor's Letter 

"I only like two kinds of men, domestic and foreign." —Mae West 


Chap Happy 

In Oklahoma, the man is all male. 




M en. men. men. Men, 

men, men, men, men, 
men, men. Men! 

They stand upright, 
often eat red meat, and 
usually are fluent in machismo. The best ones 
are tough-minded yet kind-hearted, adventure- 
some but loyal. In our state, we may have an 
even more special brand of this human. Ours 
is a cowboy, a hunter, and a soldier. As one of 
my favorite sayings goes, in Oklahoma, the 
men think they’re from the West. The women? 
We think we’re from the South. 

While my sisters in the second sex are 
deflning Oklahoma in our own meaningful 
ways, there may be no more male bastion 
here than the military outpost, the rodeo, the 
hunt, and, of course, the prison, particularly 


that one and only Bastille of detention and 
captivity. Big Mac. 

To those fearless individuals with the Y 
chromosome who live in or hail from the 
state, this 2008 Adventure Issue of Oklahoma 
Today is dedicated to them, in homage to 
those same classic Oklahoma institutions 
their forebears created. 

Let’s start with my favorite of Oklahoma’s 
well-known events, the campy, Colosseum-like 
rodeo that pits qualifying gladiators against 
IPRA bulls, the Oklahoma State Prison Ro- 
deo at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary in 
McAlester. I went to this in 1 999 with a good 
friend from high school, she and I traipsing 
through the rodeo bleachers for what turned 
out to be an unforgettable summer evening. 
The sheer spectacle of it all spellbound us, and 
we finished off the night with a beer at the Ice 
House on East Choctaw. Even then, I knew 
we had to get a full-fledged feature on this 
rodeo into the magazine one day. 

At last, we are excited to present this 
American battle royale, one between man 
and beast, good guy and bad. How fortunate 
for readers that one of the state’s best young 
artists, photographer and Oklahoma Today 
contributing editor Shane Brown, chronicled 
the 2006 and 2007 rodeo for an upcoming 
Bradley Beesley film project. Brown’s rodeo 
images also will be on display at the Joseph 
Gierek Fine Art gallery in Tulsa in August. 

F or untold numbers of Ameri- 
cans, Oklahoma is a few things. It is 
tornadoes. Garth, the bombing, and 
the Dust Bowl. And it is Fort Sill. In these 
pages, we have the inspiring and pride-instilling 
tale of Fort Sill, the legendary Army post 
near Lawton that has trained generations of 
American soldiers in the finer arts of field 
artillery. In my various travels and ports of 
education as a younger woman, I can’t count 
the number of times I fell into conversation 
with an older man — on an airplane, in a 
waiting room — ^who, upon finding out I was 


Carrots, Not Cake 


The sad truth is, Oklahomans are among the fattest 
people in the nation. Me? My BMI is 26, one point 
in the overweight category. In his OKC MILLION 
campaign (okcmillion.com). Mayor Mick Cornett has 
motivated Oklahoma City residents en masse to lose 
a million pounds in 2008. To date. I’ve managed to 
dispense with twelve pounds over eleven weeks, 
but I still have nineteen more to reach my goal, my 
weight when I moved back to Oklahoma in 1997. I’ll 
keep you posted on my progress as we all endeavor 
to get healthy and fit into our skinny jeans again. 


from Oklahoma, recounted his time at Fort 
Sill during World War II. 

Our fort piece was hatched over lunch 
with Dr. Terry M. Clark, the beloved UCO 
journalism professor who has counseled and 
instructed countless young men and women in 
the particulars of good writing. His students 
have been our interns, and we are proud to 
at last have one of their first professional 
mentors writing in our pages. 

One of Oklahoma Todays more fearless 
contributors is Tom Luker. When he set out 
on assignment for the Okeene Rattlesnake 
Roundup, he didn’t wince at getting close to his 
dry, slithering subjects. In fact, his own photo 
(Contributors, page 4) was taken in the Den 
of Death, a holding pen for the hundreds of 
rattlers brought in during the hunt. 

Count on Jean Warner to rein in all of 
this testosterone. In a profile ironically 
befitting this issue, we take a look at one of 
Oklahoma’s leading advocates for girls and 
women. Without taking sides, Warner is 
on the frontlines of encouraging women to 
take part in the civic and political process, 
and we find her apolitical activism inspiring 
in this year of political change. 





Louisa McCune-Elmore 

mccune@oklahomatoday.com 
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Letters 


"Oklahoma Today is a 200-page glossy publication that would make any state in the union envious of its ability to share with its readers all 
of the spirit and life that makes the state special." — George Murdock in the East Oregonian, December 9, 2007 


Write On! 

Reader feedback on everythmgfrom Oklahoman of the 
Year Vince Gill to pre-Oklahoma history 


Head Over Gill 

I received my copy of Oklahoma Today 
yesterday and was thrilled to see that 
Vince Gill had been awarded the title 
Oklahoman of the Year. It is about time. 
Vince is a great representative of our state. 
I have really been demoralized about your 
selection process since Toby Keith won. 
With this year’s honoree, you may have 
redeemed yourself 

Deborah Lewis 

Garland, Texas 

Cover Shot 

I always enjoy your magazine. You 
have a particularly nice cover story on 
Vince Gill (“Brother Benefit,” January/ 
February 2008). 

Marty Lange 

Associate Editor, Texas Highways 

Family First 

I was born and educated in Pawhuska. I 
graduated from Pawhuska High School 


in 1954 and have three degrees from two 
Oklahoma higher education institutions. 
I taught for forty-three years in the state 
of Oklahoma. I have family in Pawhuska, 
Fairfax, and Ponca Gity. 

I love Oklahoma Today. I have sent a 
subscription to a college friend who is the 
publisher of Egypt Today, the first English- 
print magazine in Egypt. 

Kathy Black 

Oklahoma City 

High on the Cobb 

We live in Fort Gobb and feel so 
lucky to be this close to such a great 
state park. I love the magazine and usually 
sit down and read it from cover to cover 
when it comes in the mail. 

Jannette Johnson 

Fort Cobb 

Pacific Praise 

Our good friends the Richters of Gres- 
cent gave us a three-year subscription, and 



Currency Events 

THE LONG-AWAITED OKLAHOMA STATE 
QUARTER HITS THE STREET. 

It’s official. On Monday, January 28, the first of 
an estimated 550 million Oklahoma quarters went 
into circulation. Thousands attended a special 
launch ceremony at the Oklahoma History Center 
in Oklahoma City, including hundreds of children 
from state schools, each of whom was given a free 
quarter. 

For those who don’t want to wait for the quarter — 
which depicts a scissor-tailed flycatcher soaring above 
Indian blanket, the state wildflower— to show up in 
fast-food change from Sonic, the U.S. Mint is selling 
them in bulk, available in amounts from two rolls of 
forty quarters to bags of a thousand. 

— STEFFIE CORCORAN 

To contact the U.S. Mint, click on usmint.gov. 



we enjoy your magazine very much. We 
in Oregon and Washington are envious of 
such a publication. 

George Murdock 

Pendleton, Oregon 

George Murdock is the editor and publisher 
of the East Oregonian. In December, Murdock 
wrote an op-ed piece about Oklahoma Today 
in that publication. 

History Mystery 

I love the magazine but was disappointed 
with “The Way We Were: The History File” 
in the November/December 2007 issue. 

Nothing happened in Oklahoma be- 
tween 1838 and 1905? This was probably 
the most tumultuous time in our state’s 
history. The Five Givilized Tribes that 
made up Oklahoma joined the Gonfeder- 
ate States of America and fought valiantly 
in numerous battles and skirmishes within 
our borders. 

Stand Watie became the only Native 
American to reach the rank of general 
on either side during the War Between 
the States. General Watie was also the last 
Gonfederate general to surrender, finally 
giving up the fight near Doaksville, Indian 
Territory, on June 23, 1865. 

For siding with the Gonfederacy, the Five 
Givilized tribes were forced to give up por- 
tions of their lands, which would open up 
Oklahoma for other tribes and eventually 
non-Native American settlers. 

Jason Flinn 

Springfield, Kentucky 
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EXPERIENCE EDEN. 

Let our team of stylists give you a fresh, new haircut. Our experts at Eden will help you 
look your very best. At Eden, we listen. Visit us at one of three Oklahoma City locations. 


AVEDA 

the art and science of pure flower and plant essences 



E INf 

salon & spa 


EDENSALON.COM 


12200 Warwick Dr. 405.722.3336 


4200 N. Western 405.525.61 10 | 500 W. Main 405.231 .4772 


Letters 



The Plot Thickens 

I just received my new copy of Okla- 
homa Today and was surprised to find that 


Nancy Miller, the creator of Saving Grace, 
is an Oklahoman (OKT Profile, January/ 
February 2008). 

I watch the show, but I think she is mak- 
ing Oklahomans look crude and shabby. It is 
apparent that her favorite word is the “poop” 
word, among others just as crude. She should 
clean up things and make Oklahomans look 
better in the eyes of viewers; she might get 
more people to watch. The story line isn’t 
too bad, just the language and sloppy dress 
of most of the characters. 

Beth Paris 

New Port Richey, Florida 


Prairie Pride 

I was born in Pawhuska in 1918, plied 
my trade in Ponca City, have visited the 
Tallgrass Prairie (“Where Are You?”, January/ 
February 2008) many times, drink my coffee 
every morning from a mug purchased at the 
preserve, and kept a herd of Black angus at 
the Codding Cattle Research ranch. 

I have many friends in Osage County, 
and I have asked that my cremated remains 


be spread at the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve. 
My mother grew up in Pawhuska and was 
employed at the Osage Mercantile Store. 
My cousin was John Joseph Mathews, who 
lived outside Pawhuska and wrote several 
wonderful books about the Osage people. My 
uncle, for whom I was named, had a ranch 
west of town. He was Gene Wheeler; his 
wife, Lillian, helped develop the Pawhuska 
Historical Museum. 

The preserve is a wonderful monument 
to the people and the life long gone. I love 
the area, the people, and the history. What 
a legacy to leave for future generations! 

Gene Arrendell 

Tulsa 


Oklahoma May welcomes the views of readers. 
Letters are subject to editing and must include 
name, address, and a daytime phone number. Send 
letters to: Oklahoma Today, Attn: Editor, 120 North 
Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 731 02, 
or fax to (405) 230-8650. Address electronic 
mail to letters@oklahomatoday.com. 
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NOW ON EXHIBIT 


OUR BODY 

THE UNIVERSE WITHIN 


Actual Human Bodies 


rr-‘ 


musaum 

OKLRHDMR 

NOT THE SAME OLD QMNIPLEX 


SCIENCEMUSEUMOK.ORG 


FOR MORE INFO CALL 405^602^6664 ^ 2100 NE 52ND ST ^ OKLAHOMA CITY OK 73111 
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1-800-664-1301 

OERB.COM 




OUR MISSION IS TO RESTORE EVERY ABANDONED WELL SITE IN OKLAHOMA 


AT NO COST TO YOU. 


BUT WE NEED YOUR HEI^ TO FIND THE NEXT ONE. 


The Sutterfield Pond 



• 

After 




Restoring abandoned well sites is one 
of the most important things we do at 
OERB. Although we Ve restored over 
8,000 orphaned sites, thousands more 
remain. Submit a site online at oerb.com 
or call 1-800-664-1301, and we’ll clean 
it up, free. 



OKLAHOMA PROUD 

Advancing our state. Empowering our nation. 


08OEW3218-Wheat-OKTDY08 


OKLAHOMA’S OIL & NATORAL GAS INDUSTRY. 


©2008 OERB’ 



Event 


Meet Me at to 

A groundbreaking heralds a new look for Lake Murray. 






ake 



O KLAHOMA’S FIRST AND 
largest state park is officially 
under the knife. The $40 
million face-lift at Lake 
Murray State Park comes 
complete with a brand-new 1 50-room hotel, 
banquet areas and meeting space galore, a 
restaurant, boat docks for easy access to the 
waterside bar and cafe, and a host of other 
luxurious treats. The new facility will be located 
directly south of Lake Murray Lodge, and the 
lodge and surrounding cabins are also slated 
for a makeover. 

Construction on the resort is set to begin 
in late spring, with the new portion expected 
to be completed by the fall of 2009. 

“For so many people. Lake Murray is the 
front door to our community,” says Ardmore 



Tourism Authority president Wes Stucky. 
Stucky first approached the Oklahoma 
Tourism and Recreation Department around 
2005 with ideas for revitalizing and develop- 
ing the area. 

“This facility will expose the area to a lot 
of new folks,” says Stucky. “I’m really excited 
about the new landscaping and attention to 
detail, especially the preservation of WPA-era 
designs and materials.” — ^Vallery Brown 



IlTLULIj-lE) 

voun SENSE OF THSTE 



with a comfortable night's stay at OKC's 
sleekest luxury boutique hotel and an 

EffllSIIEHEALfllSOLEIL 

our on-site steak and seafood restaurant 
owned by the renowned Buthion Brothers, 
featuring a delectable new oyster bar. 



H 0 I E 1 tde 



405-601-3800 1 5 NORTH ROBINSON, OKLAHOMA CITY WWW.COLCORDHOTELCOM 
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MEET OKLAHOMA. 


His name is Bart Fletcher. Married 24 years. A 
daughter in college. Proud graduate of Pryor High 
School. Lives for ‘‘fishing and four- wheeling.” 

Also known to raise a few award-winning pigs 
when his daughter was in FFA. Got a job 21 years 
ago at a firm that makes paper for drywall. Began 
as an entry-level Helper, then Loader, then Stock 
Engineer. Now, he’s an Electrician. Does preventive 
maintenance. Troubleshoots instrumentation and 
pressure controls. Always on-call, 24/7/365, 
whatever it takes to keep the plant operational and 
the equipment in fine-tune. 

Bart is just one part of Oklahoma’s most 
treasured resource: our people. Those men and 
women that make our state great. Individuals 
that exemplify our native strengths of tenacity, 
integrity, and ingenuity. 

Like other economic development organizations 
in Oklahoma, we are tasked with recruiting new 
industries to our state. It’s a complex and difficult 
job trying to convince a business to locate their 
operations here. But, it becomes a whole lot easier 
when they meet someone like Bart. 


MMAmema 

OKLAHOMA'S LARGEST INDUSTRIAL PARK 

NGC #/ 

Industries, Inc. 

A subsidiary of Naiionai Gypsum Company 

NGC Industries, a leading manufacturer of building products for commercial and residential use, is one of nearly 80 firms prospering at MidAmerica in Pryor Creek. For more information 
about us, please visit: www.maip.com. 



©2007 MidAmerica Industrial Park 


Event 


ONE NIGHT ONE GUITAR ONE CAUSE 



A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME CONCERT BENEFITING 
. CLEVELAND ARTS & SCIENCE SPECIALTY 
SCHOOL IN OKLAHOMA CITY 



RESERVE YOUR SEAT AT 

OKLAHOMATODAY.COM 




NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT 
FOR THE ARTS 






lUe Bless Me, Ultima Ultimate Altima Give-Away 

Sponsored by Bob Moore Nissan of Norman and the Pioneer Ubrary System . ® 


Participate in The Big Read 
and become eligible' 
to win a car 


in* RORMnnRF 


READ 




depicted is mcsf car to be given ayyay 


www.justsoyoukn6w.us 


Ship 

Mate 

At Pearl Harbor, the 
USS Oklahoma finally 
gets its due. 



N early seventy 

YEARS after it was 
destroyed during the 
attack on Pearl Harbor 
in Hawaii, the USS 
Oklahoma finally has a memorial. 

On December 7, twenty USS Oklahoma 
survivors and their families, Oklahoma 
dignitaries including Governor Brad 
Henry and Congresswoman Mary Fal- 
lin, Hawaiian representatives, and a 
crowd 1,300 strong attended a two-hour 
ceremony unveiling the monument that 
now stands as a tribute to the service of 
those who died that day. 

Four hundred twenty-nine white marble 
markers are engraved with the names of 
the men who perished, and a black granite 
wall surrounds the markers. The unveiling 
and ceremony also marked an end to the 
Oklahoma Centennial year events. 

Retired United States Navy Commander 
Tucker McHugh of Edmond cochaired the 
USS Oklahoma Memorial Executive Com- 
mittee and attended the dedication. 

He says, “Now these individuals have 
their names permanently marked in a lasting 
and fitting manner.” — Vallery Brown 
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THE FIRST “YIELD** SIGN WAS INSTALLED IN OKLAHOMA. 
WE*VE BEEN COVERING FOLKS WHO IGNORE IT EVER SINCE 




Sometimes, words just don't mean the same thing in Oklahoma that they do in other places. Take this word '"yield," for example. The way a 
lot of Okies fly through intersections, "yield" doesn't seem to mean anything at alL On the other hand, words like "commitment," "service" 
and ’"neighbor" mean everything. To the agents at Oklahoma Farm Bureau, they mean weVe got your back, even if you just blew through a 
yield sign and smashed into someone else's. Just remember, the more you pay attention, the less youTI pay for insurance. 


For details about Oklahoma Farm Bureau, visit us online at okfbins.com 


i OKLJmQMM 
FMMM BimEMV 
^JNSfmANCE 


OK, so fon^ro oksy. 


STEVEN WALKER 


Marketplace 


"Blue jeans are the most beautiful things since the gondola." 

—Diana Vreeland 



GIL AGAIN 


By Vallery Brown 

Good Jeans 

Can a $168 pair of jeans change your life? 



TULSA THREADS 

At Drysdales in Tulsa, men can rope the 
Wrangler Pro Rodeo Cowboy Cut jean — 
the style worn by Garth Brooks and Jim 
Shoulders — and women can slip into a pair of 
Cruel Girl Georgias. $3 1 .99 and $56. (9 1 8) 
664-6481 ordrysdales.com. 


ON THE NICKEL 

Three decades of style says something. 
Stillwater’s Wooden Nickel sells the covetable 
Paige Premium Denim and Christopher Blue. 
“You know when your jeans stretch and sag?” 
says manager Allison Wilson. “These don’t do 
that.” $155 to $195. (405) 377-8808. 



STONE GOLD 


FIT FOR FABULOUS 


For twenty-five years, Gil’s in Oklahoma 
City has trafficked in designer denim. Diesel 
is a popular men’s brand, and women will love 
7 for All Mankind, Citizens of Humanity, and 
Rock & Republic jeans. $160 to $250. (405) 
848-0334 or gils-clothing.com. 


High style is easy to come by at Spencer 
Stone’s eponymous store in Nichols Hills. 
Says Stone, “Customers usually know what 
they want and ask for it by name.” He suggests 
Protege and Agave Gringo jeans. $168 to $210. 
(405) 608-0587 or spencerstoneco.com. 


At Tiger Lily in Edmond, designer denim 
like Joe’s Jeans, Pure Color, and Plastic by Gly 
are among customers’ favorites. “It’s not so 
much about the brand as it is the fit,” says 
manager Kinsey Ellegard. Plastic by Gly jeans, 
$78.99. (405) 285-5764 or tigerlilyok.com. 
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We take care 
of the details. 

Liquidating an estate or a 
lifetime collection can seem 
overwhelming. Dallas Auction 
Gallery has the simple solution. 
Our experienced specialists will 
identify your assets having the 
greatest auction potential. Our 
global market reach will ensure 
the highest possible prices for 
your treasures. Experience the 
personal attention you deserve. 

Dallas Auction Gallery - 
exceeding expectations, the 
world over. 



DALLAS 
AUCTION 
0T GALLERY 

Antiques & Fine Art 


2235 Monitor Street Dallas, Texas 75207 | 2 14 653 3900 or 866 653 3900 | dallasauctiongallery.conn 
Catalogs available on our website, call to request a copy, or email us at info@dallasauctiongallery.com 
Live on-line bidding available at ebayliveauctions.com for every auction. 




W 20-story hotel tower 

Event and concert center W 
Convention space I 

750 new tonnes* More testiiirans] 
Moa* entertainment j 

k Toby Keiths"! Love This J 
Bar & Cirill’’ 


■ 150 resort rooms and suites 

• 18-hole championship golf course 

• 1,500 Las Vegas style electronic games 

• Largest poker room in the Midwest 

• Blackjack, bonus roulette, bonus craps and more 

• Five restaurants 

• Three nightclubs with live entertainment 


• New parking garage 

• Gift shop with Native American art 

• Complimentary airport transportation 

• Meeting space overlooking the golf course 
or above the casino gaming floor 

• Complimentary Wi-Fi in every room 





GneenCoii iitryOK .com 



OMtionfi 

miivf (inEPicii 

TravelOKx'om 


1-44 East, Exit 240A • Tulsa, Oklahoma • (800) 760-6700 * CherokeeCasino,com 




SHANE BROWN 


"I consider skating an art form, a lifestyle, and a sport." — Tony Hawk 


the Road 


DESTINATION NOW 




HIT THE PAVEMENT 
Located at Mitch Park in 
Edmond, the Mathis Skate Park 
was designed with input from 
iocai skaters. Aiways packed 
with the young and cooi, this 
concrete piayground aiiows 
anyone with a set of wheeis to 
catch some air and exercise. 




X y 













Concrete Jungle 

Skaters and bikers agree: Edmond’s skate pm is an arena 
worth airing. 

M athis skate park is huge, tor bleachers situated safely behi 
17,500 square feet to be exact, chainlink fence. For skaters, boari 
with half-pipes, bowls, and and bikers, the park is something spc 



M athis skate park is huge, 
17,500 square feet to be exact, 
with half-pipes, bowis, and 
ramps for skaters and bikers to thrash. 
“This park’s got a good fiow and pienty 
of room to get up speed,” says Scott 
Martin, an OU student from Tulsa who’s 
been skating for eleven years. There’s 
room for jaw dropping, too, on specta- 


tor bleachers situated safely behind a 
chainiink fence. For skaters, boarders, 
and bikers, the park is something special: 
It’s entirely concrete to make transitions 
super-smooth. Carving up bowls has 
never been sweeter. Mathis Skate Park is 
iocated on Co veii Road between Santa Fe 
and Keity in Edmond. Hours are 7 a.m. to 
1 1 p.m. (405) 359-4630. —RACHEL WRIGHT 


OklahomaToday.com 


19 



Hit the Road: OVERNIGHT 


Hometown Haven 

Maple Place Bed & Breakfast provides comfy digs within walking distance 
to Enid’s vibrant downtown scene. 



B rent AND JENNIFERKisling 
know all about leaps of faith. 
When the couple decided 
to open the first bed and 
breakfast in downtown Enid, 
they did their research, secured financing, 
found the perfect historic home, and even 
booked a customer. The only item not on 
their checklist? Actually staying at a bed 
and breakfast. 

“Brent and I signed the contract on the 
house, then looked to each other and said, 
‘You know, we probably should stay at a 
bed and breakfast,’” says Jennifer Kisling. 
“We never had stayed at one before.” 

The bed and breakfast newbies have since 
developed into seasoned veterans, with 
Maple Place Bed & Breakfast providing 
overnight accommodations within Enid’s 
Kenwood Historic District since 1 999. Situ- 
ated on the properties of two neighboring 
turn-of-the-century homes, one with an 
attached cottage. Maple Place boasts eight 
Oklahoma-themed suites from the State 
Room, elegantly decorated in Oklahoma 
flag blue, to the Black Gold Suite, a chic 
tribute to the oil and gas industry. 


“We’re a welcome map to Enid,” says 
lifelong Enid resident Jennifer Kisling, 
who met Brent, a Burlington native, while 
both were students at Oklahoma State 
University. “We love Oklahoma, and we 
want to share that with everyone who 
comes through the door.” 

One thing Kisling might not share is 
the recipe for her four-chipper muffins — 






Maple Place Bed & Breakfast’s Bedlam 
Suite is a red and orange homage to 
the state’s two largest universities. 



Paper Heart 

TWO WEEKENDS A MONTH, MAPLE 
PLACE IS ALL ABOUT SCRAPBOOKING. 

Twice a month, Maple Place Bed and Breakfast 
offers the ultimate weekend retreat for scrap- 
booking enthusiasts to get quality time with their 
glue sticks, photos, scissors, and friends. The 
women’s-only weekend takes place in the main 
house, where the living room is transformed into 
the ultimate scrapbooking workspace, and guests 
indulge in five of Jennifer Kislings’ multicourse 
meals. “I’m in heaven,” says Rita Yaunt of Broken 
Arrow, who completes an average of fifty scrap- 
book pages during each retreat. “It’s like a teenage 
pajama party for grownups.” $1 85 per person. 

decadent breakfast cakes sweetened with 
milk chocolate, white chocolate, peanut 
butter, and butterscotch chips — that make 
regular appearances on Maple Place’s 
continental breakfast menu. 

“Jennifer is a great cook,” say Lindy 
Chambers, director of Main Street Enid. 
“She knows what customers like.” 

Maple Place caters to both weekend 
leisure seekers and weekday business 
travelers, offering services like free on-site 
washers and dryers, a community kitchen, 
Wi-Fi, a DVD player, and complimentary 
coffee and sodas. 

“Maple Place is where you get personal 
service,” says Kisling. “And we specialize 
in Oklahoma hospitality.” 

— Brooke Adcox 

Maple Place Bed & Breakfast accommo' 
dations range from $75 to $115 per night. 
418 West Maple in Enid (580) 234-5858 
or mapleplace.com. 
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DOUGLAS MUNCY 




The Skirvin Hilton 



Oklahoma City 


:3H)bh EBI n 
liiipFFRR n 



QQB 

IDQEJQ 

iQaQfl 



RELAX IN STYLE IN ONE OF OUR 225 SLEEK GUEST ROOMS S ROTUNDA SUITES, FEATURING LUXURIOUS HILTON SERENITY* BEDDING. • PLAY IN STYLE IN OUR STATE-OF-THE-ART POOL S HEALTH CLUB. 
WORK IN STYLE IN ONE OF OUR HIGH-TECH, DISTINCTIVE BOARDROOM SUITES. • ENTERTAIN IN STYLE AT A FABULOUS, FLAWLESS EVENT HOSTED IN ONE OF OUR FOUR ELEGANT GRAND BALLROOMS. 


CLASSICAL WITH A MODERN SENSIBILITY. UPSCALE WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH. AN INDULGENT, EESTIVE EXPERIENCE AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE. 

STAY IN STYLE. SKIRVIN STYLE. 



One Park Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK 73102 • 405-272-3040 • skirvinhilton.com 







Hit the Road: J u s T opened 


"Grow old with me! The best is yet to be." —Robert Browning 


Love Is in the Wear 

A posh wedding shop opens in Midtown Oklahoma City. 


EG GUESS COUTURE Bridal 
& Boutique is as inviting as its 
designer, whose charm belies a 
fierce desire to see her business succeed. 

“My husband is afraid I’m never coming 
home,” says thirty-year-old Guess, aTecumseh 
native and UCO graduate. 

Sew and Sew ^ 

MEG GUESS’ LA FEMME COLLECTION 
IS POPULAR WITH THE LADIES. 

LA FEMME, a collection of Meg Guess custom 
gowns, includes eleven designs brides-to-be 
can embellish or simplify to their desires. Rock 
Star is a pinstriped silk jacquard gown that 
demands attention with a strapless front- 
buttoned bodice, ruched silk gauze layers, and 
Swarovski crystals. From concept to completion, 
it takes Meg Guess five months to design and 
sew each gown. J 


Located in Oklahoma City’s Midtown 
district, the bridal shop opened in mid- 
December. The lush showroom displays Guess’ 
fashion-forward creations with accompanying 
glimmer from chandeliers, satin bodices, and 
jewelry. Along with an inventory of thirty-seven 
gowns, several designed by Guess herself, 
she sells earrings, brooches, hair pieces, cake 
jewelry, and more. 

Guess has developed a unique, detail- 
oriented design attitude. Her gowns are pure 
silk, even the linings, and are intended to make 
the bride feel as spectacular as she looks. 

“The gown is made exactly for the girl, 
and it fits her style,” says Guess. “Every 
bride deserves something unique. I want to 
create that for her.” — Rachel Wright 

Meg Guess Couture Bridal & Boutique, 1227 
North Walker Avenue in Oklahoma City. (405) 
604-2727 or megguess.com. 





Uj||versity of S 






cience & Arts 

Oldahomii^s Piiblic Liberal Arts College 
Since 1908 • t7th and Grand, Chickasha 

• 405-224-3140 • wvvw.usao.edu 

• TbLi/Zy wireless campus * Rising admis- 
sion standards (23 ACT fie< 7 U)red 

tor tali ZOOS) • Top taculty (93% have 
terminal degrees} 
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CANDID COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY 


Hit the Road: H o T SPOT 


Marathon 

of the Plains 

An annual remembrance 
run sets a remarkable pace. 



M 


ANY RACES SUPPORT im- 
portant causes and begin with 
. opening ceremonies, but the 
start of the Oklahoma City Memorial 
Marathon is one of the most stirring 
anywhere. Thomas Hill, president of 
the nonprofit group that organizes the 
marathon, sees a strong connection 
between the race and its message. 

“With marathoners, the difference 
between people who are successful and 
unsuccessful is not luck; its willingness to 
persevere no matter what,” he says. Local 
spectators, who will line miles of downtown 
streets in support of more than fourteen 
thousand runners, witnessed similar large- 
scale determination in the aftermath of the 
April 19, 1995, bombing. 

Hill estimates the eighth annual events 
1 5,000 plus participants will raise more than 
$200,000 for the memorials operations. 
Sponsor News Channel 4 will broadcast the 
race live to an audience of 43,000 people. 

— Cristi Laquer 


The Oklahoma City Memorial Marathon 
is April 27, 2008. Runners will take part in 
a full marathon, a half-marathon, a 5K me- 
morial walk, a marathon relay, and a special 
kids marathon, okcmarathon.com. 



A L f TT E R TO 


AMERICA 


DAVID &OREN 







A Letter to America 

By David Boren 

In A Letter to America, David Boren explains with 
unsparing clarity why the country is at a cross- 
roads and why decisive action is urgently needed. It 
is an ambitious plan and a hopeful one that Bo- 
ren puts forward. It is also a challenge for Ameri- 
cans to look into the future, resolve what we want 
to be and where we want to go, and then implement 
the policies and actions we need to take us there. 

$14.95 CLOTH • 978-0-8061-3944-9 • 120 PAGES 

Mack to the Rescue 

By Jim Lehrer 

Mack to the Rescue is the latest of Jim Lehrer’s success- 
ful “One-Eyed Mack” novels. Set in Oklahoma and 
tracing the exploits of a fictional lieutenant gover- 
nor, Lehrer addresses contemporary national is- 
sues with a unique blend of humor and insight. 

$24.95 CLOTH • 978-0-8061-3915-9 • 200 PAGES 

Saving Jack 

A Man’s Struggle with Breast Cancer 
Byjack Willis 

This moving account of breast cancer is presented from 
a surprising perspective— a man’s. For anyone whose 
family has been touched by cancer, Savingjack offers 
a ray of hope— and for men who face this unexpected 
disease, it offers a much-needed source of strength. 
$16.95 PAPER - 978-0-8061-3895-4 • 192 PAGES 

Does People Do It? 

A Memoir 
By Fred Harris 

Fred Harris faced life’s challenges with the same resolve 
as a favorite uncle: “Does people do it? If people does 
it, I can do it.” Fred Harris, one of Oklahoma’s most fa- 
mous native sons, presents an engaging recollection of 
his life and political career during the 1960s and 1970s. 
$24.95 CLOTH - 978-0-8061-3913-5 • 248 PAGES 

Mary Martin, Broadway Legend 

By Ronald L. Davis 

This first book-length biography of Broadway legend 
Mary Martin is must reading for fans, and an essen- 
tial resource for theater aficionados everywhere. 

$26.95 CLOTH - 978-0-8061-3905-0 • 296 PAGES 

Art from Fort Marion 

The Silberman Collection 
By Joyce M. Szabo 

Art from Fort Marion offers a unique visual form of 
Native expression from Cheyenne and Kiowa pris- 
oners ofwar. These striking images from the Sil- 
berman Collection depict the traditions of these 
people and the pain of their imprisonment. 

$49.95 CLOTH - 978-0-8061-3883-1 • 208 PAGES 


\ 


UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS 

2800 VENTURE DRIVE • NORMAN , OKLAHOMA 73069 • TEL 80O 627 7377 • OUPRESS.COM 
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RAMSEY CONWAY 


HittheRoad: WH AT TO DO WITH $77 



"Every flower enjoys the air it breathes." — Wi7[iam Wordsworth 


Springing for a little cash in March and April can give 
your garden year-round cachet. 


O KLAHOMA’S EXTREME WEATHER can be a challenge for even the green- 
est thumb. But spending $77 (the number of Oklahoma counties) can 
provide plenty of practice for a newbie or a spectacular garden for an old 
hand. March is the perfect time to plan ahead by planting your favorite perennials; 
by April, it’s usually warm enough for most Oklahoma annuals. A flower garden is a 
lovely sign of spring, and a little patience can yield beautiful blossoms and delicious 
veggies come summertime. There couldn’t be a better time to survey the pickin’s at 
Oklahoma garden centers and nurseries. Happy growing! — Cristi Laquer 




CORAL BELLS 


SPREADING PETUNIAS 


VEGETABLE SEEDS 


EUONYMOUS 


RIVER BIRCH 


Heuchera, or coral bells, are 
known for their tall spikes of 
small red and orange blooms. 
Linda Shackelford, owner of 
TLC Nursery & Greenhouses in 
Oklahoma City, recommends 
the perennial for its visual and 
gardening versatility. “There are 
lots of different varieties and 
shades,” she says. Coral bells 
planted in late March will bloom 
through June. (405) 751-0630 
or tlcgarden.com. 

$13 - one-gallon plant 


If you’re gardening in Oklahoma, 
buy your plants in Oklahoma. 
Sherry Bieberich, co-owner of 
Sunshine Nursery in Clinton, 
says, “We only grow what works 
well here.” Oklahoma-proven 
annuals can provide quicker 
gratification than perennials. 
Spreading petunias are a great 
bargain; they expand during the 
season and produce profuse 
blooms. (580) 323-6259 or 
sunshinenursery.com. 

$1 6 - eight spreading petunias 


Planting from seed is a great 
way to stretch a gardening 
dollar. It can stretch your grocery 
dollar, too. Many varieties of 
lettuce seed can be planted in 
March, since green veggies can 
tolerate frost. By mid-April, it’s 
safe to plant summer squash 
like zucchini, yellow straight 
neck, and yellow crookneck. As 
the name implies, you’ll reap the 
rewards in summer. Try seeds 
from Eckroat Seed in Oklahoma 
City. (405) 427-2484. 

$1 0 - lettuce and squash seeds 



Get This! 


On the Road 


En route, stop at one of Oklahoma’s two 

Blackwell, the centers provide rest for the 
160 pages Of information for travelers Free 

travelok.com. 


Shrubs are a great way to 
create a lush landscape and 
range of color. If you’re just 
starting to grow a green thumb, 
ask around for the perfect 
variety for your location and 
ability. “The easiest to grow are 
going to be in the euonymous 
family. They’re a beautiful 
nonflowering shrub,” says Kim 
Falcon, executive director of 
A New Leaf in Broken Arrow. 
The Emerald Gold variety takes 
its name from its gem-colored 
foliage. (918)451-1491 or 
anewleaf.org. 

$8 - large euonymous 


If you’re ready for a solid 
investment, try a tree. When 
making such a big commitment, 
it helps to visit a tree specialist, 
who will have a large selection 
and plenty of advice. Sunshine 
Nursery in Tahlequah sells 
direct to the public, and 
owner Raymond Hendrix can 
recommend the right tree for 
your budget. A river birch is a 
beautiful option with its peeling 
bark and bright yellow fall 
foliage. (918) 456-6927. 

$ 3 0 - seven-gallon river birch 
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PETUNIAS AND RIVER BIRCH, OSU HORTICULTURE AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 




THE CHRISTIAN K. KEESEE COLLECTION 


Hitthe Road: EDITOR’S PICK 


"People are under the illusion that it's easy." —Brett Weston on photography 



High3ierr^\\\ be ottidisplay at the Brett 
Weston: Out of the Shadow exhibit at the 
Oki^oma CitylVfuseum of Art. JRB Art 
^t the Eims in lOkiahoma City is hosting a 
companion Weston exhibit Aprii 4-26. 




m 














In Black & White 


F or the first time in more 
than ten years, the photographs 
of Brett Weston will travel around 
the United States. More than 130 
images reveal the evolution ofWestohs black 
and white artistry when Brett Weston: Out 
of the Shadow, debuts at the Oklahoma City 
Museum of Art in March. 

Sixty-two pieces will come from the mu- 
seums permanent collection, and a number 
will be from other collections, including 
the Brett Weston Archive, founded by 
Oklahoman Christian Keesee in 1996 after 
he acquired the largest existing collection of 
Weston’s work. 

“It was originally presented to me as a 
business deal,” Keesee says. “It wasn’t until 
I went out to California and met with a 
representative of Weston’s estate that I real- 


ized there is something really marvelous and 
wonderful about this man’s work.” 

Weston’s sixty-eight-year career began when 
he was fourteen years old as an apprentice to 
his father, California photographer Edward 
Weston. Brett Weston died in 1993, but 
his work is hung in collections around the 
country. The Museum of Fine Arts in Boston 
and the Phillips Collection in Washington, 
D.C., which is co-organizing the exhibit with 
the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, will also 
provide photos for Out of the Shadow. 

Scott Hale, director of the Brett Weston 
Archive, says the exhibit is the first large-scale 
installation of Weston’s work in Oklahoma, 
with pieces that span the photographer’s 
long career. 

“Unfortunately, during his lifetime there 
were only a small, select handful of images 


Weston was well known for,” Hale says. 
“What we’re hoping to do with this exhibit is 
shed light on the lesser-known, and in many 
cases, never-before-seen images.” 

Carolyn Hill, executive director of the 
Oklahoma City Museum of Art, calls Brett 
Weston: Out of the Shadow, an exhibit that’s 
richly deserved. 

“It is a fascinating study of progressions,” 
she says, “photography’s ascent from trade to 
fine art, a son’s emergence from his father’s 
footsteps to transcend legacy, and an artist’s 
evolution from youthful prodigy to foremost 
American modernist photographer.” 

— Raya-Gabrielle Ramsey 

Oklahoma City Museum of Art, 415 Couch 
Drive in Oklahoma City. (405) 236-3100 or 
okcmoa.com. 
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Hit the Road: FESTIVAL 





They 

AY 

BEAUTY 
IS IN 
THE EYE 
OF 
THE 
BEHOLDER 


WE SAY, Behold. 


that many have forgotten, but still exists 
in a place called Woolaroc. 

WELCOME HOME. 


Bartlesville, OK 74003 
Phone: (918) 336-0307 
Toll free: 888-WOOLAROC 

www.woblaroc.org 


Discover a new kind of beauty. The living 
i painting that reflects a Native dance. 

> The brilliance of a sunset mirrored in Clyde 
Lake. The majesty of a buffalo as he roams 
the wild plain. Witness the allure of history as 
it lives and breathes through period 
art, cultural relics and 
untouched countryside. 

Surround yourself with 
the beauty of a world 



Rockin’ 
the Chalk 

With inspiration from 
France, Chickasha makes a 
mark with this springfete. 

O N APRIL 3, artists of all ages and 
backgrounds will leave their marks 
on Chickasha streets. 

It s the University of Science and Arts of 
Oklahoma’s Montmartre Sidewalk Chalk 
Art Festival, started sixteen years ago when 
the USAO art faculty visited France and 
stumbled upon a sidewalk chalk art display 
in Montmartre, France. 

With 850 artists competing last year, 
Randy Talley, USAO director of media 
and community relations, says, “As far as 
we can find, it’s the biggest festival of its 
kind in the nation.” 

The day-long event begins at 7:30 a. m., 
when artists of all ages meet on the USAO 
campus to register for a six-by-six-foot 
square of concrete on which they’ll chalk 
their creation. 

“It really is a visual feast,” Talley says. 
Artists chalk solo or in teams of up to 
four people. Past masterworks range from 
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cartoons to portraits of Bob Marley and 
John Belushi and Michelangelos hands. 

— Rachel Wright 

The Montmartre Sidewalk Chalk Art 
Festival is free for spectators. Artists pay a $10 
registration fee. 1727WestAlamaba Street in 
Chickasha. (405) 574-1318 or usao.edu. 



Southeast OkJahoma's McCurtaiu County is 
home to Beftvers Bend Suite P/irk^ Brohen Bott/ 
Ijtke, MmiHtam Ff^rk Rwen Gbver Riner atid 
Pifte Creek Like. Its everything Six Flaggs isn’t. 


[r you want your kids to experience unspoiled 
nature at its majestic best, McCuttain tiounry 
is the place to go. 


Experience cozy, comfortable cabins nestled in 
the cowering pines. Skip rocks across deep 
mountain lakes. Trek a wonderland of hiking 
trails. Watch bald eagles and wildlife of every 
kind. Listen to a scenic river or canoe its rapids 
for a splash of excitement. In McCLirtain 
Coimiy, [here s something for the entire family. 


EVERYTHING 


SIX FLAGS ISN'T 


If you want roller coaster rides 
and waiting in long lines, you 


know where to go. 


DISCOVER MCCURTAIN COUNTY 


SE Okut/mmas lime piece paradise. 


viwvf. mccurtat neon ntj'getaways.co m 
1-800-528-7337 ( 1-800 - 52 TREES) 





Spring Blossom 


Mountain majesty, beautiful wildflowers, and 
luscious leaves in all shades of green. 
Hiking, ATV, and horse trails. Scenic 
vistas, towering timber, and deep blue 
skies. All await you along the Talimena 
Scenic Drive, a National Scenic Byway. 


For more information on a nature getaway: 
Talihina Chamber of Commerce 
918-567-3434 • chamber@talihinacc.com. 
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Think the clink. For an 
unforgettable summer evening 
under the stars, score red-hot 
tickets to one of Oklahoma’s most 
renowned events, the prison rodeo 
at Big Mac in McAlester. 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANE BROWN 


THE CHAIN GANG 

Since 1940, the Oklahoma State Penitentiary has 
hosted the Oklahoma State Prison Rodeo. It attracts 
nearly 20,000 attendees each year. Sanctioned by the 
International Professional Rodeo Association, the rodeo 
features inmates who participate in rough-stock events 
and IPRA contestants in the timed events, like calf rop- 
ing, barrel racing, and team roping. 
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WORK IT 


Inmates at the Oklahoma State 

^ 1 V#-- 

Penitentiary train for three weeks 


prior to the rodeo. When they hit 

L. , , \ 

the arena, they Ve clocked about 


forty hours of practice.* 



CLOWNS ARE COWBO^^^tOO 

Not everyone on the arena floor is do- 
ing time. IPRA cowboys from across the 
country come to McAlester to compete for 
cash prizes. 








i 





I 


% 
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THE BIG SCREEN 

Turning his sights once again to his 
home state, documentary filmmaker 
Bradley Beesley is currently wrapping 
up postproduction on a film tentatively 
titled Money the Hard Way, which fol- 
lows the women participants of the 
prison rodeo. Described in the project 
summary as “a showcase where, for a 
brief time, the criminals become the 
heroes and the guards applaud,” the 
rodeo becomes a gladiator-like forum 
for spectators. The producers spent 
two years working with inmates, their 
families, and state officials to document 
the life of women behind bars, both 
training for the rodeo and preparing for 
life outside prison walls. Its slated for a 
2009 release. — ^Megan Rossman 










EQUAL TIME 

To keep the rodeo new and fresh and 
encourage a sense of equality at the event, 
female inmates from the Eddie Warrior 
Correctional Center in Taft and Mabel Bas- 
sett Correctional Center in McLoud made 
their team debuts in 2006. 
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FLEETING FREEDOM^ ^ 

For many, the chance to compete in the rodeo offers 
a much-appreciated break from the grim reality of 
prison life, if only for a few hours. 




PRISON BREAK 

The Oklahoma State Prison Ro- 
deo will take place August 1 5 and 
16, 2008, at the Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary, located at West Street 
and Stonewall Avenue in McAlester. 
Tickets can be ordered later this year 
through the McAlester Chamber of 
Commerce (918/423-2550). Attend- 
ees come from as far as France and 
Hawaii to see the convicts saddle up. 
Even Governor Brad Henry is a fan. 
“The Oklahoma State Prison Rodeo is 
the largest of its kind in the country 
and is a great Oklahoma tradition,” 
he says. “I always have a great time 
at this exciting and unique event.” 

— Megan Rossman 
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DO THE RIGHT THING 

At the prison rodeo, inmates from 
corrections facilities around the 
state participate in adrenaTine-# 
charged events including bafe-|*^ 
back riding and bull riding. To 
participate, nearly 1,200 would-be 
rodeoers must pass tryouts and have 
clear conduct records. Only about 
one hundred make the final cut. 
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Our 2008 Guide 
to Oklahoma’s 25 
Best, Biggest, and 
Burliest Rodeos 


Got your pearl-button shirts 
and Tony Lamas ready? Rich 
in cowboy heritage and jam- 
packed with bull-riding heroes, 
Oklahoma is the rodeo capital 
of the heartland. From indoor to 
outdoor and intimate to arena, we’ve 
coliected the most thriiiing, unique, 
and memorable rodeos the state has 
to offer. 


By Rhiannon Mako 



Od 



The Big Enchilada 

The toughest, highest-ranked cowboys of the year make their 
way to the state’s capital for the International Finals Rodeo. 
The event ropes in the top fifteen money-winning cowboys in 
the IPRA for their final challenge of the rodeo year. The victor 
leaves with the spoils: a champions belt buckle, a cowboy hat, 
and nearly $350,000 of the green stuff. The gals compete, 
too. The 2008 Miss Rodeo USA will be crowned on Saturday. 
January 17-19 at State Fair Arena in Oklahoma City. (405) 

23 5-6540 or iprarodeo. com. 
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Fresh Air 

What could be better 
than enjoying the sweet 
spring air while watching 
national finals contenders 
I under the stars? Okla- 
B homa’s richest rodeo, 

I the Annual Guymon 
W Pioneer Days Rodeo, 
is one of the top ten 
PRCA contests. A huge 
payoff of about $385,000 
brings big-time cowboys 
out to compete. “We Ve 
got the best riders at Okla- 
homa’s richest rodeo,” 
says Ken Stonecipher, 
the rodeo’s general 
manager and a PRCA 
announcer. “You don’t 
have to bother going to 
Las Vegas for the finals 
to see these riders. They’re 
already here.” May 2-4 at 
Henry C. Hitch Pioneer 
Arena in Guymon. (580) 
338-3376 or guymonrodeo. 
com. 


Only the Good 
; Ride Young 

Sure, Oklahoma hosts 
i rodeos for the big dawgs, but 
i it also coaches up cowboys- 
i in-training. At the Interna- 
; tional Finals Youth Rodeo, 
i high school students com- 
; pete for serious dough. “This 
; is the richest youth rodeo in 
i Oklahoma,” says Mike Jack- 
i son, manager of operations 
i at the Shawnee Expo. At the 
i IFYR, young cowboys and 
i cowgirls saddle up for their 
; share of the $250,000 purse. 

; July 14-19 at the Heart of 
\ Oklahoma Exposition Center 
\ in Shawnee. (405) 275-7012 
\ orifyr.com. 


Driving for the Prize 

Experience the spirit of the old cowhands at the Paw- 
nee Bill Memorial Rodeo. The event kicks off with an 
authentic fifty-mile cattle drive from Osage County to 
the Pawnee rodeo grounds. At this cowboy extravaganza 
complete with bull riding, a children’s festival and rodeo, 
and a cowboy endurance relay competition, crowds expe- 
rience the Wild West in full form. Be sure to stick around 
for the crowning of the rodeo queen at one of the top 
rodeo pageants in the IPRA. August 7-9 at Lakeside Arena 
in Pawnee. (405) 880-7218 or cityofpawnee.com. 


Age Before Beauty 

Begun in 1930, the woodward elks rodeo is the oldest PRCA rodeo 
in the state. Seventy-eight years later, it still offers rodeo-goers the full 
shebang: barrel racing, cow ropin’, and donkey-bronc riding for the kids. If 
food speaks louder than calf wrestling, a traditional chuck-wagon dinner 
complete with steak, potatoes, cobbler, and all the fixin’s is sure to give 
visitors’ bellies a treat on Saturday night. July 16-19, Crystal Beach Arena 
In Woodward. (580) 256-9885. 


Wild Horses 

What was once a traveling Wild West show and cir- 
cus lives on in Ponca City. The 101 Wild West Rodeo 
carries the spirit of the old west into the new millen- 
nium by offering attendees a taste of the past. Trick 
roper and whip artist Vince Bruce will be performing 
nostalgic tricks amid the usual rodeo events and activi- 
ties. August 7-9 at the 101 Ranch Rodeo Arena in Ponca 
City. (580) 765-5549 or 101ranchrodeo.com. 
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Our Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys 

Will Rogers, who attended Willie Halsell College in 
Vinita, told his former classmates in 1934 that if they 
mustered up a rodeo for the next year, he would come 
back to Vinita to promote it, says Bob McSpadden, 
cochairman of the 72 "*^ Will Rogers Memorial Rodeo 
and Rogers’ great-nephew. A rodeo was scheduled for 
September 1935, and Rogers planned to uphold his 
end of the deal before he died in a plane crash with 
Wiley Post in Barrow, Alaska, in August of that year. 
Classmates held the rodeo in Rogers’ honor and have 
virtually every year since. “Our competitors are young. 
We are like the minor leagues of rodeo,” says McSpad- 
den. August 27-30 at the American Legion Rodeo Arena 
or vinita. com! rodeo. 


in Vinita. (918) 244-0265 


The Rentiers Did It 

You can cart the whole gang out to the PRCA 
Rodeo of Champions. The rodeo, which was 
started by Beutler and Sons Rodeo seventy 
years ago, is all about family values. Because the 
Beutler family is known worldwide for its rodeo 
stock, it has the respect of cowboys everywhere. 
“They’re the best in the industry,” says Larry 
McConnell, president of the rodeo’s board. Au- 
gust 29-31 at Beutler Brothers Arena in Elk City. 
(580) 225-0100 or elkcitychamber.com/rodeo-of- 
champions. 


No Holds Barred 

Some folks come to the Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary in McAlester just for fun. The 
Oklahoma State Prison Rodeo is one of 

two rodeos in the country behind prison 
walls. Inmate cowboys from across the 
state tackle rodeo events alongside IPRA 
cowboys. August 15-16 at the Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary Arena in McAlester. (918) 
423-2550 or mcalester.org. 


It's Not Easy Being Green 

It’s all in a day’s work at the Green Coun- 
try Classic Ranch Rodeo and trade show. 
Ranch hands from fifteen Green Country 
area ranches are invited to participate in 
teams to show how well their ranches func- 
tion. These cowboys and cowgirls perform i 
daily tasks from cow milking, branding, and 
stray gathering to sorting and bronc rid- 
ing. Complete with a western housewares, 
leather work, and clothing trade show, 
this rodeo documents what it’s like to be a 
real ace-high cowboy. January 11-12 at the 
Claremore Expo Center. (405) 834-6565 or 
greencountryok. com. 


Show Me the Money 

Sure, it has a limited agenda, 
but it’s still more than worth 
a cowboy’s time. The second- 
largest bull-riding event in the 
world, the Copenhagen Chal- 
lenger Tour Championship 
offers stand-alone bull riders 
a stake in a mammoth purse. 
With $ 1 million up for grabs, 
riders have plenty of incentive 
to stay on top, providing the 
audience with nonstop adrena- 
line. Eebruary 15-17 at the 
Eord Center in Oklahoma City. 
(405) 282-7433 or lazye.com. 
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Not every rodeo can 
trace its roots to authentic 
Oklahoma cattle drovers. 
The Chisholm Trail Stam- 
pede PRCA Rodeo is actu- 
ally on the Chisholm Trail 
and features traditional 
bull rides, calf roping, and 
barrel racing. Oklahoma’s 
cattle-driving past is in full 
force with exhibitors who 
sell western jewelry, cloth- 
ing, and all the trimmings. 
A mechanical bull will be 
bucking for those not quite 
cowboy enough to ride the 
real thing. “This event really 
celebrates the cowboy way 
of life,” says Barbara Davis, 
event coordinator. May 2-5 
at Stephens County Fair & 
Expo Center in Duncan. 
(580) 467-3800 or chishol- 
mtrailstampede. com. 


Shoulders of a Giant 

The Jim Shoulders Spring 
Roundup Rodeo gives fans 
a chance to remember an 
Oklahoma rodeo hero while 
watching would-be champi- 
ons. Shoulders was a sixteen- 
time world rodeo cham- 
pion who made his home in 
Henryetta. Roy Madden of 
the Henryetta Chamber of 
Commerce says, “He 
is a super-icon in 
rodeo.” May 16-17 at 
Jim Shoulders Living 
Legends Rodeo Arena 
in Henryetta. (918) 
652-3331 or henry- 
etta. org. 


Rodeo, Oh No! 

FOR GIGGLES, WE ASKED THREE OF 
OUR FAVORITE OKLAHOMA MEN, ALL 
OUTSIDERS TO THE RODEO SCENE, 
THE DEFINITIONS TO COWBOY LINGO. 
THE REAL ANSWERS ARE AT THE END. 


I I 


STEVEN DROZD of the 

Flaming Lips 
Pickup man: A guy driving a pickup truck m 
Spinner: A member of the band the x 
Spinners ^ 

Go round: A try {try as a noun) 

Good bucker: An ornery horse 

BRIAN HEARN, film curator at the Oklahoma 

City Museum of Art 

Pickup man: A guy who drives the recycling 
truck through the neighborhood 
and picks up the recycling. I’m a 
recycling fanatic. 

Spinner: This reminds me of going to 
Grateful Dead shows. They 
used to set aside spots for 
these whirling dervishes. They 
would spin until they were in an 
ecstatic trance. 

Go round: Some kind of event where you 
get another chance to race your 
horse 

Good bucker: A good horse or bull who has 
some kick in him 


MARCELLO ANGELINU/l/sf/c 

director for the Tulsa Ballet 
Pickup man: Someone who worksat a 

moving company or someone a 
lady picks up at a bar 
Spinner: A dancer, naturally. They do spin 
a lot. 

Go round: Something that no one wants 
that keeps going around the 
table 

Good bucker: Bucker? I guess I’d say someone 
who falls really hard. 


THE REAL ANSWERS 


Ride ’em, Cowboy 

This competition tests not only 
the cowboy, but also his bull. The 
TWO BULLS CHALLENGE BULL BASH 
is not a rodeo. It’s a three-fold 
competition. With goings-on like 
riders attempting to stay on a 
bucking bull, bulls dueling other 
bulls, and cowboys fighting 
bulls while protecting riders and 
bulldozing the competition, the 
arena will be action packed. And 
that’s no bull. March 21-22 at the 
Stephens County Fair & Expo Center 
in Duncan. (580) 255-0710. 


Feel -Good Frenzy 

Mega Bull ’08 is a fundrais- 
er that benefits Durant Main 
Street, and the whole commu- 
nity reaps the benefits. Money 
raised from past events helped 
the organization bury overhead 
power lines to beautify Du- 
rant’s downtown skyline and 
renovate the Durant Round- 
Up Club arena, which the 
whole city uses. “It is all about 
entertainment,” says Donna 
Dow, program manager for 
Durant Main Street. “Our 
cowboys ride rough and come 
from all over the world.” April 
12 at the Durant Roundup 
Club Arena. (580) 924-1550. 


Long Day's Journey into Ride 

If competing in one rodeo competition isn’t enough of a 
challenge, cowboys can prove their all-around skills at the 
Wrangler Timed Event Championship. “This is the Iron- 
man of rodeo,” says Robert Simpson, LazyE director of events. 
Cowboys must be invited to attend and perform in all timed 
events including calf roping and wrestling. “They compare it 
to a triathlon. There are five performances, and it’s a three-day 
event. It is long and exhausting,” says Simpson. March 7-9 at 
the Lazy E Arena in Guthrie. (405) 282-7433 or lazye.com. 


Panty Lines 

Thunder in the Valley is 

an annual event with down- 
home humor. In addition to 
traditional bull riding, this 
rodeo sets itself apart with a 
calf dressing event. A team of 
cowhands is timed as they try 
to dress a calf in, yes, a pair 
of panties. Kids can test their 
skills as rodeo cowboys and 
cowgirls by riding sheep in a 
mutton busting event. May 
3 at the Pauls Valley Roundup 
Club Arena. (405)238-6466 
or paulsvalley.com. 



Four-Way Stop 

Rodeo has a long, rich history in Pryor. Since 1939, 
every Memorial Day weekend, groups of men from four 
areas surrounding Pryor have saddled up to show off 
their rodeo talent. Since, the 4-Way Rodeo has become 
a Memorial Day staple for not only families from the 
original four areas but the entire state of Oklahoma. 
May 22-24 at the 4-Way Rodeo Arena in Pryor. (918) 
825-5984 or pryor4wayrodeoarena.20m.com. 


Pickup man: 


Spinner: 


Go round: 
Good bucker: 


An arena rider who helps a 
rodeo contestant off a bucking 
horse 

A bull that looks like it is chasing 
its tail as it spins in a circle in 
the arena 

One round of competition 
A bucking horse or bull 
contestants like and admire 
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They’ve Got Mangum 

There’s something for the whole 
family at the wild west days and 
MANGUM MOUNTIE RODEO. The rodeo 
offers Wild West shows, art exhibits, 


Force 

and a quilt show for the family 
cowboy art connoisseur. June 20-21 
at Mangum Square and the Mangum 
Mountie Arena. (580) 782-3254. 


's Not Just for Girls 

No matter the macho factor, it’s okay to wear pink to 
the Friday night events of the Great Plains Stampede 
Rodeo, where those “Tough Enough to Wear Pink” raise 
money and awareness for the fight against breast cancer. In 
addition, kids can enjoy tug of war and watch their peers 
compete in mini bull riding, a child-sized version of the 
main event. In 2007, the Great Plains Stampede Rodeo 
was voted the number one rodeo in the prairie circuit 
of midsized rodeos. August 21-23 at the Rodeo Grounds in 
Altus. (580) 471-8832 or greatplainsstampederodeo.com. 


The Rest Is History 

Since 1903, they’ve been rodeoing in the historic black town 
of Boley. Every Memorial Day weekend, thousands gather for the 
Boley Rodeo Bowl and Barbecue Festival and its open rodeo 
competition Saturday and Sunday night. Maurice Lee Jr. of the Bo- 
ley Chamber of Commerce has been helping to put the weekend 
together for more than thirty years. “Everybody’s favorite is the bull 
riding,” he says, “because generally none of the cowboys stay on 
and they go really high in the air.” May 24-25 at the Boley Rodeo 
Bowl. (918) 667-3341. 


Old Hat 

Folks pay respect to their elders at 
the Freedom Rodeo and Old Cow- 
hand Reunion, where the whole 
town gets together to honor cowhands 
from Oklahoma’s past. Complete with a 
rootin’ tootin’ melodrama that stages an 
old-time bank robbery and shootout, this rodeo gets the audi- 
ence pumped about the past. Along with a traditional open 
rodeo, visitors can enjoy an authentic cowhand feed before the 
entertainment starts and dance the night away after the rodeo 
ends. August 14-16 at the Rodeo Grounds in Freedom. (580) 

)2 1-3276 or freedomokla.com/rodeo.htm. 


Got Milk? 

What sets this rodeo 
apart is what makes the 
whole show. The Range 
Rider Rodeo features 
the traditional sights 
rodeo-goers have come to 
expect — bull dogging and 
calf roping — but offers 
additional crowd pleasers. 
Audience members are in 
for a knee-slapping time as 
they watch their favorite 
cowboys milk wild cows, a 
task that generally proves 
an epic adventure. June 
27-28 at Newkirk Rodeo 
Arena. (580) 761-8196. 



Rodeo Stars 

Pay tribute to the cowboys of today 
in the city that made Jim Shoulders 
a rodeo hero. The Living Legends 
Rodeo beckons local rodeo heroes, 
world champions, and other 
extraordinary cowboys to ride their 
roughest and gives Oklahomans 
a chance to see top cowboys in 
action. “I consider this the largest 
Labor Day program in Oklahoma,” 
says Roy Madden, Henryetta’s 
Chamber of Commerce executive 
director. August 31 -September 
1, Jim Shoulders Living Legends 
Rodeo Arena in Henryetta. (918) 
652-3331 or henryetta.org. 


Rainbow Rodeo 

The Great Plains Rodeo is 

all about offering cowboys and 
cowgirls of all walks of life a 
harmonious place to compete. 
From age to race to gender to 
sexual orientation, the rodeo 
does not discriminate. In ad- 
dition to being one of the top 
four International Gay Rodeo 
Association rodeos since it 
was founded in 1986, the 
Great Plains Rodeo donates 
its proceeds to Oklahoma 
charities Infant Crisis Services 
and Rain Oklahoma each 
year. May 23-25 at State Fair 
Arena in Oklahoma Gity. (405) 
948-6700 or ogra. net. 
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Ardmore 


Live in a place with big-city amenities and warm small-town hospitality. 
Shop at some of Oklahoma’s most unique stores. 

Enjoy year-round events and entertainment. 

Work in a vibrant and growing business center. 

Meet in Oklahoma’s newest convention facility. 
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Ardmore Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau 

410 West Main Street • (580) 223-7765 • www.ardmore.org 





BY TERRY M. CLARK * PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANE BROWN 


NEARLY 140 YEARS AFTER ITS FOUNDING DURING THE INDIAN WARS, FORT SILL FLEXES ITS MILITARY MIGHT. 


O N A CLEAR day, you can hear the 
distant thunder. 

■ You wonder about the weather 
until someone says, matter-of-factly, 
“Fort Sill. Artillery.” Soon, you’ll 
barely notice the racket, taking it for granted. 
Fort Sill, like the Wichita Mountains and the 
Red River, is just there, even if, like many of 
don’t know much about it. 


from the Great Plains. The highway turns south, 
and there, since 1869, sits Fort Sill. But this is 
not the wooden stereotype of Fort Sill with a 
frontier cavalry mixed with Indian renegades. 
This modern Fort Sill commands the horizon 
in southwest Oklahoma in more ways than 
most Oklahomans can imagine. 

If all you see of Fort Sill are its old build- 
ings and grassy open spaces at the base of the 
mountains north of Lawton, you’ll have no 
idea of the size and influence of the fort on 
the geography, economy, culture, and history 
of Oklahoma. 


This historic fort, the only U.S. Army post 
from theindian wars still operating, is anything 
but a stale relic of the past. It is an outpost of 
change on the frontier of the future. 


F ort sill is its own city, ” says 
Nancy Elliott of the, fort’s public 
affairs office. i ■ £ 

It has two elementary schools and 
its own airport, grocery store, restau- 
rants, hospital, police and fire departments, 
newspaper, and cemeteries that serve the more 
than 15,000 military personnel living on the 


us, you 

A drive along the H.E. Bailey Turnpike 
reveals prairies and skies opening into the buf- 
falo country of the Comanche and Kiowa. The 
ancient granite of the Wichita Mountains rises 
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RIGHT ON'TARGET 

ftlamed for Brigadier Generai Joshua Sln^So| 
pwa^ied in the Civii Wai{ Fort Siii has been^ 
In America^ iliiiitary institution since 1869,^ 
^en United States soidiers entered the area 
during the Ihdian wars. The post continues 
to piay an inWrtant roieiW^^niericaa^AI 
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Sealing Our History 

ONE HISTORIAN’S LIFE MISSION IS FOUND IN 
PRESERVING THE STORIES OF FORT SILL. 


“There are 1 0,000 stories here,” says towana 
SPIVEY. The curator of the Fort Sill National Historic 
Landmark and Museum since 1 982 can tell you 
most of them. 

Spivey always speaks in present tense, 
whether giving tours or sitting back in his office 
chair in front of an 1 878 roll-top desk once owned 
by the post trader. On the wall above the old desk 
hangs a yellowed map of the original Fort Sill. 

“General Sheridan arrives here in 1869 to 
establish the fort closer to the Comanches and 
Kiowas,” Spivey says. Spivey’s office occupies 
the fort’s original headquarters on the south side 
of the historic quadrangle. A drawing of Sheridan 
hangs on the wall. “In 1871 , General Sherman 
and his staff visit the fort, and the Kiowa try to 
assassinate him, right there on the front porch. 
Imagine how history would have changed if they’d 
been successful.” 

On the east side of the quadrangle are other 
officers’ quarters, and barracks line the west side. 
On the northeast corner is the original post chapel. 
Southwest of the quadrangle is the guardhouse. 

Spivey’s Chickasaw ancestors, warring 
with the Comanche, arrived here in 1 858 and 
recommended a fort be built. He’s inherited their 
storytelling genes, talking with his hands, a smile, 
and a compelling voice. He can tell you a story 
of the first telephone in what is now Oklahoma 
hooked up on the fort’s telegraph in 1879, the 
first military aircraft arriving on the quadrangle in 
crates in 1 91 5, and of Sergeant Victor Fleming, 
who filmed artillery explosions and went on to 
direct The Wizard of Ozdin6 Gone with the Wind. 

Spivey leans back in his chair, looking out the 
window to the quadrangle. On the wall, a regulator 
clock pendulum ticks time away. Artillery thunder 
rattles the windows. 

“The fort’s a legacy,” Spivey says. “And it grows 
on you — ^the collections, the people, and how it 
affects our entire state.” 


U 


fort grounds and another 45,000 military and 
civilians who work there. It s one of the five 
largest employers in Oklahoma. 

Fort Sill is going to get even bigger in the 
next two years, with more than 1 0,000 people 
arriving in the largest troop movement since 
World War II and its increasing international 
role in U.S. defense. 

For Colonel John Uberti, chief of staff of 
the U.S. Army Fires Center of Excellence at 
the fort, the future is the frontier. 

“Fort Sill will have an enduring role in 
national defense,” he says. “The biggest con- 
cern is the uncertainty of the security of the 
country, post-9/ 1 1 .” 

F or civilians, military terminology is 

full of confusing or incomprehensible 
acronyms, but there’s one every Okla- 
homan should understand: BRAC. 
It rhymes with back. In 2005, the 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Com- 
mission ordained good news for Oklahoma’s 
five major military installations, but none 
more so than Fort Sill. Those national deci- 
sions mean moving the Air Defense Artillery 
School at Fort Bliss in Texas to Fort Sill, and 
a new campus to accommodate that addition 
is already under construction. 

At Key Gate, past security checkpoints, 
the artillery insignia, crossed cannons on a 
red background, becomes apparent for the 
first time. Fort Sill looks like a park. The 
peacefulness of the grassy, tree-lined grounds 
muffles the sound of construction and traf- 
fic and marching troops. Even the sound of 
artillery thunder. Fort Sill’s raison d’etre, feels 
strangely right. 

Fort Sill sprawls across almost thirty miles 
of Oklahoma prairies and mountains, from 
Elgin in the northeast to Indiahoma in the 
southwest, and, at more than 145 square 
miles, it is billed as the “largest field artillery 
complex in the free world.” 

The fort is essentially a university of field 
artillery, the fire and special weaponry effects 



arm of the military. It teaches and trains officers 
and enlisted men and women in artillery and 
provides advanced training for officers. It has 
firing ranges and conducts basic training for 
new Army recruits. 

Fort Sill has a Marine detachment and a 
Falcon air-to-surface range for the Air Force. 
It also trains artillery personnel for U.S. allies. 
Military troops from more than fifty countries 
get their first, and main, impression of Okla- 
homa at Fort Sill. For uncounted thousands 
of American soldiers over the past century. 
Fort Sill is, simply, Oklahoma. 


SOLDIERS TRAIN IN A ROOM THAT CAN 
SIMULATE ANY ENVIRONMENT. IF IT SOUNDS 
LIKE A HOLLYWOOD SET, IT SHOULD. 
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Hit the Road 


A t THE FORT, artillery is everywhere, 
from the crossed cannon insignia 
on every street sign to captured 
Iraqi artillery from Desert Storm. 
There’s also the “Cannon Walk,” 
part of the Fort Sill National Historical 
Landmark and Museum, where visitors can 
see and touch the evolution of American 
artillery. There’s a new field artillery museum 
under construction. Even the fort newspaper 
is called The Cannoneer. And, every so often, 
thunder rattles the windowpanes. 

“We have to find new ways to teach and to 
train soldiers to fight smarter,” says Colonel 
Uberti, perhaps thinking of more than a 
thousand Fort Sill troops currently deployed 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

On the east range, spray-painted Arabic 
writing and anti-U.S. slogans are scrawled 
on desert-colored walls amid burned-out 
cars. Welcome to Freedom Town and Liberty 
Town — two ironically named full-scale replicas 
of communities in the Middle East. 

Noncommissioned officers returning from 
war in Iraq saw the need for more training in 
urban warfare for door-to-door combat. Us- 
ing steel compartments like those on modern 
container ships, they built the two multistory 
towns complete with windows, doors, stair- 
ways, fences, and obstacles. Exercises include 
role players as civilians and combatants in 
the buildings, adding reality and stress for 
soldiers in training. 

Elsewhere on the fort, there’s a room 
where it can be 120 degrees one day 
and an Alaskan blizzard the next. It’s the 
multimillion-dollar Joint Fire and Effects 
Training System, an 8,000-square-foot 
simulator. With real-time, realistic graphics 
and surround sound, it takes soldiers out 
of the classroom and onto the battlefield, 
using the latest computer gaming technol- 
ogy. Here, soldiers train in a room that can 
simulate any environment. Curtains blow 
in the breeze. Standing in front of a window 
too long can bring sniper danger. If it sounds 
like a Hollywood set, it should, because it was 
designed by a research center at the University 
of Southern California. 



ORT SILL IS too big for any one 
story, but its impact is nowhere 
more apparent than in Oklahoma’s 
fourth-largest city, Lawton. 
Lawton’s life and fate has been 
married to the fort since the city came into 
existence on August 6, 1901, when 29,000 
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INSTITUTION 





FORT SILL WILL HAVE AN ENDURING 
ROLE IN NATIONAL DEFENSE. 


people showed up for the lottery giving away 
some of the last Indian lands in Oklahoma 
Territory Fort Sill cavalry troopers provided 
administration and order, just as they had 
done in earlier Oklahoma land runs. 

The fort began as an outpost of order and 
civilization on the frontier. Now BRAC’s 
influence has infused new economic life 
into the dwindling populations of south- 
west Oklahoma. 

Jon Long, the posts public affairs officer, 
says Fort Sill and Lawton are national models 
for military installations working with com- 
munities. Two of the Lawton high schools are 
named for Army generals, Eisenhower and 


Visiting Fort Sill 

MAKING A DAY TRIP TO FORT SILL IS EASY. 

Fort Sill is situated north of Lawton alongside Interstate 
44. The Fort Sill National Historic Landmark and 
Museum is located at 437 Quanah Road inside the 
fort. Admission to the museum, open Tuesday through 
Saturday, is free. (580) 442-5123 or sill.www.army.mil. 




MacArthur. Leadership Oklahoma brings 
its participants here every year to study the 
relationship. Members of the military and 
their dependents make up about 12 percent 
of Cameron University’s enrollment. 

Says Larry Mitchell, Lawton’s city manager, 
“For ten counties in southwest Oklahoma, Fort 
Sill is a major draw, bringing in more than a 
billion dollars a year to our economy.” 

BRAG has spurred Mitchell’s city and sur- 
rounding towns to work together to prepare 
for the influx of people and services that will 
surely come. Last year, Lawton passed more 
than $100 million in bond issues for streets, 
water plants, and other capital improvements. 
The school district passed a $30 million bond 
anticipating increased enrollment. 

In fact, anticipation is the key word, says 
Mitchell. He expects the ripple effect gener- 
ated from so many new people to increase 
Lawton’s population of 94,000 by 10 to 12 
percent. Lawton and surrounding towns are 
working on a regional growth management 
plan to meet that influx. 

Defense contractors like Northrop Grum- 
man are already moving offices and facilities 
to the area, says David Hale, managing editor 
of the Lawton Constitution, which covers Fort 
Sill like an Army blanket. He says one of the 
city’s biggest challenges will be having enough 
labor and housing to meet the needs of the 
expected bonanza. He knows how Lawton 
reflects the fort’s fortunes, thinking back to 
the 1990s, when the military downsized. 

“It’s almost as if there isn’t a fence between 
Lawton and Fort Sill,” says Hale, noting not 
only the economic ties but social. “We mingle. 
We do many things together — businesses 
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adopt units; there is a lot of interaction be- 
tween families ” 

Now, few days go by without a Fort Sill 
story on page one of the Constitution. One of 
those has been about BAE Systems, a British 
defense and aerospace company that builds 
a high-tech artillery piece, the Non-Line-of- 
Sight Cannon, for the U.S. Army’s Future 
Combat Systems program. BAE is building a 
1 50,000-square-foot product integration and 
assembly facility in Elgin, population 1,200, 


on the northeast edge of Eort Sill’s east firing 
range. Monumentalise the word Colonel Uberti 
uses to refer to the changes under way. 


L ike fort SILL’S future, its history 
is also changing. 

“It’s amazing,” says Towana 
Spivey, curator of the Fort Sill 
National Historic Landmark and 
Museum. “We’re still learning whole new 
volumes of history that keep popping up — the 


"IT'S AS IF THERE ISN'T A FENCE 
BETWEEN LAWTON AND FORT SILL. 
THERE IS A LOT OF INTERACTION. " 



President Harry S. Truman trained 
artillery offider at'^ort Sill in 1917'anck r 
1918. Manf^the letters from his book 
Dear Bess vihre written here. 


people who passed through here and Fort 
Sill’s effect on the entire nation.” 

The fort’s most famous resident is Geronimo, 
and the grave of the Apache prisoner remains 
a top tourist draw. Black buffalo soldiers of the 
Tenth Cavalry built the limestone barracks, 
buildings, and houses surrounding the quad- 
rangle. Meanwhile, Custer’s Seventh Cavalry 
played baseball with Kansas volunteers. In 
the post cemetery lie the graves of soldiers, 
families, and Indian chiefs, including Co- 
manche Quanah Parker and Kiowa Satanta. 
Two streets on the quadrangle are named for 
Geronimo and Parker. 

Horses still graze nearby, part of the Army’s 
horse-drawn artillery half-section that appears 
in many parades around the state. Instead 
of blue-clad cavalry troops, soldiers in cam- 
ouflaged uniforms, sand-colored boots, and 
black berets march in unison or hurry to 
individual duties. Tepees that camped around 
the fort are long gone, but thousands of 
Comanches, Apaches, and Kiowa live north 
of the mountains, running tribal complexes, 
websites, and casinos. 

The fort spreads out across miles and gen- 
erations of Oklahoma. On days when skies 
are cavalry blue, the U.S. Army is a living 
organism; on others, the winter mist and 
summer haze mingle past and present. 

In search of history, visitors to the museum 
will walk through the fort’s early years, includ- 
ing a room dedicated to the buffalo soldiers. 
It’s quiet. Then thunder rattles the windows, 
and seconds later, the windows rattle again. 
It’s the artillery on the west range, a reminder 
that despite immersion in Fort Sill’s frontier 
past, the present is never far away. 
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Come Experience the Casual Elegance that is The Territory 


Ranked on Golfweek Magazine's Top 50 New Courses in 2006 and 2007, 

The Territory is Southwest Oklahoma's Premier Private Golf and Residential Community. 
For Membership and Real Estate information, contact Andrea at 580.475.0211 
or visit www.territorygolf.com. The Territory is located 25 miles east of Lawton. 



“Tate’s connection to nature and the human experience was quite apparenf in this piece (ihoiba’- The 
Vision) . . .rarer still is his ability to infuse dassical music with American Indian nationalism. ” 

—The Washington Post , 




SAN FRANCISCO 
SYMPHONY CHORUS 

RACNAR BOHl in 
CHORUS DIMCTOR 


SAN FRANCISCO 
SYMPHONY 

MicHAiL TiLSON Thomas 
MUSIC Director 


The Chickasaw Nation 
presents 


San Francisco Symphony 

San Francisco Symphony Chorus 
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JEREMY COWART 



The toughest thing to do is write a hit song, and the easiest thing to do is act like a rock band." 

—Ryan Tedder 


No apologies from this Tulsa tunesteiv 


Okies 




POWER OF ONE 

Although Ryan Tedder left Oral 
Roberts University his sophomore 
year, the skilis this public reiations 
and advertising major picked up 
there have served him weii. With a 
massive MySpace fan base and a 
Timbaland remix of ‘Apologize’ in 
heavy rotation, Tedder’s band One 
Republic continues to get hotter. 


H iS NAME may not ring any bells, but 
if the present hints at the future, 
Tuisa-born Ryan Tedder is headed 
for superstardom. This twenty-eight-year- 
old songwriter, producer, vocaiist, and 
instrumentalist — he plays the piano, guitar, 
bass, drums, and the ciarinet— has written 
and produced music for the biggest acts in 
the business, inciuding Jennifer Lopez and 


.Ludacns. Prior to the release of their debut 
album. Dreaming Out Loud, in November 
2007,^edder’s band OneRepublic scored 
with “Apologize,” jingle later remixed by 
hip-hop hit maker Timbaland. Although Tedder 
keeps his focus on OneRepublic, he remains 
in demand as a writer and producer, penning 
“Bleeding Love,” the first hit single on Leona 
Lewis’ debut album. — VALLERY BROWN 
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Okies: EXPERT advice 



Preacher Man 

Marlin Lavanhar is the prime minister of sermons. 

D elivering inspiring sermons to one of the largest Unitarian churches in 
the nation is not for the faint of heart or mind. Reverend Marlin Lavanhar, senior 
minister of All Souls Unitarian Church in Tulsa, combines spirituality with intellectual- 
ism, week in and week out. Here, he shares advice on how church leaders can spark faith. 

— Rachel Wright 


• Your sermon must CAPTURE LISTENERS’ 
ATTENTION immediately and always 
end strong. Remember, if you’re not 
moved and inspired by your message, 
no one else will be. 

• Generate an appetite and then feed 
it. A good sermon has complication, 
conflict, a problem, a question, a 
theological paradox, moral conflict, 
and anticipation. CREATE TENSION and 
offer resolution. 

• Congregants want to know you’re 
learned in scripture and philosophy 
and have DONE YOUR HOMEWORK, but 

also that you’re vulnerable. Share 
occasional stories of your failures, 
weaknesses, fears, and stupidities. 

• Seek out EXPERIENCES AND CONVER- 
SATIONS that others won’t. Collect 
real stories of God working in the 
world. Use present tense as much as 


you can, and always get permission 
to share someone’s true story even if 
you don’t use their name. 

• Preparation should be a JOURNEY OF 
DISCOVERY. In the sermon, take listen- 
ers on the journey too, so that instead 
of telling them what you learned, you 
let them discover it. 

• Use clear, crisp, COLORFUL SENTENCES 

that move with sequence. In a sermon, 
movement is more important than 
structure. Pay attention to cadence, 
pace, pausing, and transitions. 

• REACH INTO PEOPLE’S LIVES by ref- 
erencing recent headlines, unusual 
weather, the latest craze, or a movie 
everyone’s watching. Address the 
demanding political and social issues 
of the day through the lens of faith 
and scripture. 

• Speak in a natural voice and don’t 
use nine words to say what can be 
said in three. Appeal to ALL OF THE 
SENSES using imagery, poetry, and 
narrative. 

• Preach to the HEAD, THE HEART, AND THE 
WILL. The stakes are very high. Every 
week, there’s someone listening who’s 
been diagnosed or fired, abused, 
become pregnant or addicted, or is 
contemplating marriage, divorce, 
abortion, bankruptcy, or suicide. 

• You must have a spiritual life and 
a regular spiritual practice. Before 
you open your mouth, YOUR LIFE IS 
PREACHING. There is a message in how 
you are living your life. 

• LOVE your hearers as yourself. 
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Okies: OKT PROFILE 

"I love the game of basketball. There's nobody that's coached it or played it that loved it as much as I do." —Eddie Sutton 


Comeback Kid 

One of Oklahoma s most beloved coaches keeps it short and sweet. 


Who says retirement is a permanent state? Not former Okiahoma State University 
basketball coaching legend Eddie Sutton. In December, the four-time national coach 
of the year headed west to serve as interim coach of the University of San Francisco 
men’s basketball team. With a victory on February 2, he became the fifth NCAA Divi- 
sion I coach with eight hundred victories under his belt. 


‘I’m 

sentimental, 
and I tear up 
over sweet 
memories or 
bitter memories 
such as the OSU 
plane crash.’ 

—Eddie Sutton 

Of all the games you coached at OSU, which were 
your favorites? Beating the University of Mas- 
sachusetts to get to the Final Four in Seattle 
in 1995 and beating St. Joe’s to get to the 
Final Four in San Antonio in 2004. 

Who was the most talented player you coached? 

Sidney Moncrief at the University of Arkansas. 
He played with more intensity than any player 
I ever coached. 


What’s your favorite kind of ice cream? 

Chocolate chip. 

What are you most proud of? My three Final 
Four teams and being named national 
coach of the year four times. 

Which five teams do you think have the best 
chance of making it to the 2008 Final Four? 

North Carolina, Memphis, Kansas, Texas, 
and UCLA. 

Who makes you laugh? My grandchil- 
dren. 

What makes you cry? I’m sentimental, and 
I will tear up over sweet memories or 
bitter memories such as the OSU plane 
crash. 

What are your three best qualities? My loyalty, 
compassion, and work ethic. 

What one personal quality would you change? 

I would be less stubborn. 

Describe yourself in ten words or fewer. 

One who loves coaching but puts God 
and family first. 



What human quality do you most admire? 

Compassion. 


Who’s your favorite basketball player of all time? 

Michael Jordan. He’s the best guard to ever 
play the game. 

if you could pick a “dream team’’ of five play- 
ers with Oklahoma ties, past and present, who 
would be on the roster? Bryant Reeves, Byron 
Houston, Waymon Tisdale, Mark Price, and 
Kevin Pritchard. 

What are you fearless about? Nothing. 

What do you especially enjoy? Being with my 
three sons and nine grandchildren. 


Who are your favorite actors? John Wayne 
and Jack Nicholson. 

What’s the best movie you’ve seen this year? 

American Gangster. 

What are the last books you read? The Ulti- 
mate Gift and The Ultimate Life. 

What quality do you most respect in a friend? 

Loyalty. 

What quality do you most respect in an op- 
ponent? Being competitive. 


What do you drive? A white 2007 Jeep 
Cherokee. 

if you could create a vanity plate that describes 
you in seven letters or fewer, what would it 
read? PAPA 2-9. 

if you could meet any one person, past or 
present, who? Abraham Lincoln. He’s one 
of the greatest Americans of all time. He 
changed the United States with the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation and freed the slaves. 
No one changed the United States as much 
as Lincoln did. 
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ALICE BARKWELL 



Our music's kind of about taking something 
ugly and making it beautiful." — ??? 


QkiesrNAME TH'IS 




!bi^ 


Man in 
the Box 

He cuts loose in his downtime on 
the family ranch in Atoka. 


This long-locked rocker may work in Los Angeles, 
but bloodlines keep him coming home to his family 
ranch in southeast Oklahoma. In 1987, he helped 
catapuitthe burgeoning Seattle music scene when he 
joined one of grunge’s quintessential bands, Alice in 
Chains. This Okie’s guitar skills, backing vocals, and 
songwriting contributed to the band’s six Grammy 
nominations for songs like “Man in the Box” and “I 
Stay Away.” In 1 998, he released his first solo album. 
Boggy Depot named for the area near Atoka where 
his ranch is iocated. Four years after iead singer 


Vtlbo 

tehe? 


Layne Staley’s death, the remaining members of 
Alice in Chains, plus a new singer, reformed in 2006 
for a U.S. tour. What’s the name of this Okiahoman? 
Check our website or the next issue for the answer. 
Last issue’s Name This Okie was comic hero Thor. 

—MEGAN ROSSMAN 
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Hhary , "Baiiuir / Josepb Tim Coerry / Jred "Jcffoivi / 'iDstmtfj. ^reevci 

NiViks 7 lUjy Hoihitrtkf / Hafind 'T. jfafiin/i / / Oreftmd f. Joe, Sr. / IVD. Ifehej / Steve Kjcitref / ^David Le^e! / Loffler /^MUt fJrt'eij /Morrii 

Slirry Saiiirt SassJrr / SrTt-tidy,S^tt '/'Tim Shinn fariaier /Mntt Smith / Son yir I'erpenin^ / %Iff6er^ / ^fritz ^?hite /Jim / j/olfu AS)i(Uford / *t0iiyne 




NDEZVOUS 



Exhibition, Art Sale and Dinner 

The tradition continues. 

April 19 - July 13 

Evening with the Artists^ Art Sale and Dinner, Friday, April 18, 2008 
Gallery Talk, Saturday, April 19, 1:30 pjn^ 

Rendezvous 2008 welcomes Tim Sliinabarger who joins the distinguished community 
of Rendezvous artists and honors the Ufe and works of Hollis W illif ord (1 940- 2007), 
Rendezvous 1988, with etchings, drawings, oils & sculpture available for purchase* 

For ticket information call 918*596*2758 or visit www*gilcrease*org/rcndezvous 



GILCREASE 

The Museum of the Americas 


1400 North Gilcrcasc Museum Road 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127-2100 
918,596*2700 1 ToU Free 1.888*655,2278 
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Okies: essentials 


On the Side 



Four Oklahomans confess whaFs really on their nightstands. 



Jerome A* Holmes, 

U-S. Coun of Ap- 
peals judge for 
the Tench Circuit: 
'"Nothing, Do busy 
bachelors really have 
nightstands? If I had 
a nighiscand, a pic- 
ture of my laid-back 
English bulldog, 
Buster, prob^ 
ably would be on 
it. Leaking at him 
makes me smile.” 


J. Michelle Martiii- 
Cciyne, photogra- 
pher: “An iPod dock/ 
clock, a phone, a 
grapefruit candle, 

$5 Canadian, a jar of 
kxise change, books, 
lip balm, misceh 
lane€)us jewelry, four 
hats, befobie pins, 
shoe glue, Michael 
Kors perfume, 
Domino magazine, 
and my Mac book/* 


Gloria Miller, 

executive director 
of Girls Inc ofTulsa 
OiUnty: “Pictures of 
my children; bociks 
includingz^ Peopi^s^ 
History of the United 
Suites of America^ 
Outrageous Acts and 
Eiteryday Rebellions^ 
and Dr. Seuss' ABC 
book;a35'milii- 
meter camera; and a 
green plastic Si inky” 


Tom L. Ward, 

CEO ofSandRidge 
Energy: “Books. For 
most of my adult 
life, I have been a 
student of the Bible, 
and I am currently 
reading and smdying 
Luke. 1 continue to 
find praaical use 
and guidance in the 
Gospels. Also, I am 
reading Texashy 
James A. Michener” 







Qklalnoma Press 


,aFebruaTV^12,95and 



$19,95. otipTessxom. 



bartlesville 

ITS TIME FOR ENTERTAINMENT. 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, OIL BARONS and 
THE STORY OF THE AMERICAN WEST.„ 


MARCH 3 

SANTA CRUZ RIVER BAND 

Musical Concert, This Tucson- 
based folk trio enchants 
audiences In English, Spanish 
and American Indian languages 
Bartlesville Community Center 

MARCH 4 
HAIRSPRAY 

Broadway Performance. 
Broadway’s musical-comedy 
about 15-year-old Tracy Turnbald 
who sets out to dance her way 
into TV's most popular show 
Bartlesville Community Center 

APRIL 6 

SOUTH OF THE BORDER 

Choral & Dance Performance. 
Enjoy the passionate hues of 
Mexican feroque and spicy 
tones of South American & 
Caribbean Choral music. 


Features Alma Foiklonan 
Dancers. Bartlesville Community 
Center. 

APRIL 7 
BLAST! 

Broadway Performance, An 
unusual performance of merging 
drum corps pageantry, marching 
precision and instrumental 
virtuosity with props, costuming, 
dance moves and special 
effects set to songs by Billy Joel 
Bartlesville Community Center 

APRIL 19-20 

THE CINDERELLA BALLET 

The Bartlesville Civic Ballet 
performs the much loved classic 
ballet "Cinderella." Guest artists 
include: Mary Elizabeth Arrington 
Si Robert Underwood. Bartlesville 
Community Center. 


BARTLESVILLE, OK * 877-273-2004 • visibbartlesville.com 
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Okies: PEOPLE ARE DOING 



You deserve the 
advantage of the 
latest surgicaj& 
non-surgical 
cosmetic 
procedures. 


' M.D.F.A.C.S. 
plastic & Reconstructive surgery 
creating a beautiful reflection of you' 


405.751.L0VE(5683) 


11101 Hefner Pointe Drive, 
Suite 104 

Okiahoma City, OK 73120 
www.drtimiove.com 
CareCredit weicome 


Certified 

American Board of Plastic Surgery 
Fellow 

American College of Surgeons 

Q Member, American Society 
of Plastic Surgeons 
^ American Society for 
/^;\ Aesthetic Plastic Surgery 


"No hour of life is wasted that is spent in the saddle." — Winston Churchill 



Horse Sense 


During competition, aii reining is done at 
the cantering and gaiioping 


■ e V. .’|t» 


The National Reining Horse Association is 
Oklahoma City’s top stall. 


HIS OKLAHOMA-BASED 
EQUINE organization could 
be called a horse of a differ- 
ent rein. 

Since 1986, Oklahoma 
City has held the reins to the National Rein- 
ing Horse Association (NRHA), a nonprofit 
organization committed to the growth and 
promotion of the sport of reining. 

Dan Wall, the group’s executive direc- 
tor, says, “Oklahoma City is the horse 
show capital of the world, a sure fit for our 
international headquarters.” 

For those new to the arena. Wall says, “You 
take the grace and precision of figure skating 
added to the speed and thrill of NASCAR, 
four rubber tires replaced with four metal 
shoes, and bam!, you have reining.” 
Reining, Wall says, spurred from old 
cowboy maneuvers on the ranch which 
were later developed and refined as a judged 
event to display the athletic ability of a 
ranch-type horse. 


Flying lead changes, rollbacks over the 
hocks, 360-degree spins done in place, and 
the hallmark of the reining horse, sliding 
stops, are included in competitions held 
locally and nationally. 

With their reins around the heartland, the 
NRHAs dust rarely settles. The association 
holds two premier events in Oklahoma City 
every year: the NRHA Derby from June 
23 to 28 and the NRHA Futurity from 
November 27 through December 6. Other 
shows overseen by the NRHA throughout 
the year offer competitors of all levels the 
chance to saddle up. 

Within a whoa-inspiring arena fit for all 
shoe sizes, the NRHA encourages commu- 
nity interest in agriculture and ranching. 
Spurs not required. 

— Laura R. Lester 

The National Reining Horse Association, 
3000 Northwest Tenth Street in Oklahoma 
City. (405) 946-7400 or nrha.com. 
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Destination: PONCA CITY 



A Traditional American Cafe 
with a 1950s Decor 

Hours Tam - 2pm, Monday through Saturday 
H23 E. Grand • Downtown Ponca City, OK 


104{GRAKD 
PONCA CITY, OK 
mPONUNTHTATRLORG 


HOURS OF OPERATION: 

Monday-Saturday: ID a.m.-5 pm 
Sunday: 1-5 p.m.« Closed Holidays 
501 W. South Ave., Ponca City 
(580) 765-TOUR 18687) 


Experience Ponca City's Newest Heritage Attraction - The Legacy of Conoco. 

www.conocomuseum. com 


RESTAURANT 


Famous BBQ Ribs 

Choice I" Thick Steaks 
Homemade sauces. dressinGp 

GRAVIES AND OUR OWN , 

A" 

SPECIAL BREADING. 

1418 E SOUTH AVE. PONCA CITY. OK 

580 762 2425 


Ponca City Tourism 
For more information, call (866) 763-8092 
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OVERACHIEVER, INC. 

Jean Warner seems to do it all. In between 
web blogging, mission trips to Kenya, and 
endiess poiiticai study, this Okiahoma City 
activist works to empower aii women. 
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WONDER WOMAN 


BY BROOKE ADOOX 

IT’S HARD TO PIN DOWN EXACTLY WHAT TO CALL JEAN 
WARNER. ACTIVIST? ACADEMIC? WEBMASTER? NO MATTER 
THE TITLE, WARNER IS COMMITTED TO ONE MISSION: 
MAKING OKLAHOMA A BETTER PLACE FOR ALL OF US. 


T T Then JEAN WARNER launches 
\ /\ / Internet Explorer on her IBM 
V V ThinkPad, the program auto- 
matically opens a throng of windows, each 
representing one of the many causes deeply 
important to her. Up pop instant Google 
searches on Oklahoma happenings, African 
news, womens issues, national politics, and tech 
talk, as well as Warner s homepages for social 
websites like Blogger, Bloglines, and Facebook. 
In fact, Warner estimates she reads an average 
of seventy-five weblogs, four daily newspapers, 
several weekly and monthly magazines, and 
even squeezes in some time for a morning 
dose of National Public Radio. 


Behind the helm of her laptop, the sixty- 
two-year-old is as much a technophile as the 
sawiest iPod-toting, text-messaging tween. 
This information hound maintains two 
websites — oklahomawomensnetwork.com 
and oklahomawomenscoalition.org — and 
pens blogs on Oklahoma womens issues and 
her mission work in Kenya. 

When not at her computer, Warner is instru- 
mental in Oklahoma civic groups including 
the Oklahoma Womens Network, Oklahoma 
Womens Legislative Coalition, Oklahoma 
Commission on the Status ofWomen, League 
of Women Voters of OUahoma, YWCA of 
Oklahoma City, and National Education for 


Womens (N.E.W.) Leadership Oklahoma. 

Despite actively working with a laundry list 
of organizations, clubs, and coalitions, Warner 
manages to steer clear of any official label. 

“I’m a strange freelancer,” she says. “I get 
away with working from the house, wearing 
jeans, not getting dressed until ten a.m., not 
fixing my hair from day to day, and not having 
a title. I hate titles.” 

Warner has been stationed out of her 
northwest Oklahoma City home since 2004, 
when she gave up her founder’s post as pro- 
gram coordinator of the N.E.W. Leadership 
Program and joined her husband Larkin, a 
former Regents Professor of Economics for 
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In January 2005, during the first of 
four trips to Kenya, Jean Warner 
heiped buiid a new chiidren’s ward 
at Maua Methodist Hospitai. 


Oklahoma State University, in quasi-retirement. 
The move has afforded Warner more time 
to concentrate on personal interest projects, 
where she continues to upgrade her status from 
active participant to chief motivator. 

“Its fast paced working with Jean,” says 
Janet Peery, executive director of YWCA 
Oklahoma. “She’s always thinking, always 
moving, and always connecting.” 

Connections are Warner’s specialty, thanks 
to more than thirty years of public service 
with state government and various public 


organizations in Oklahoma. The self-described 
academic holds a PhD in political science 
from the University of Oklahoma, where 
she was a Carl Albert Congressional Studies 
Graduate Fellow and spent a year working in 
Washington, D.C. It’s her love of politics and 
desire to promote social change that drives all 
of Warner’s present-day undertakings. 

One ofWarner’s most public projects is her 
work with the Oklahoma Women’s Network. 
As the face of the organization through her 
blog — oklahomawomen.blogspot.com — 


Girls Day Out 


NEED A CRASH COURSE ON WOMEN’S ISSUES? 

Women’s Legislative Day is March 5 at 
the Oklahoma State Capitol. Each year, 
the Oklahoma Women’s Legislative 
Coalition rallies to create awareness, 
provide information, and promote action 
for important women’s legislation. 
oklahomawomenscoalition.org. 

Warner spends countless hours researching 
and posting the latest news and information 
affecting Oklahoma women and girls. 

Even though the Oklahoma Women’s 
Network seemed to appear on the radar after 
its online launch in April 2006, it actually 
started more than thirty years ago. 

“The name Oklahoma Womens Network 
was registered with the Oklahoma Secretary 
of the State by women in the early eighties,” 
says Warner. “They were trying to do exactly 
what I’m trying to do: Find women, bring 
them together, and get them to focus.” 

Warner has replaced the group’s original 
tool of the trade — a Rolodex — ^with a compre- 
hensive website detailing Oklahoma women’s 
news and events, advocacy programs, political 
projects, and local organizations. The site also 
includes biographical information for notable 
Oklahoma women, a resource list of role 
models, mentors, speakers, and candidates 
for local boards and commissions. 

“There are so few places to go for informa- 
tion,” says Warner. “I see the opportunity to 
be the bridge between those in need and those 
who are dying to provide.” 

But it’s the site’s blog — ^with its down-to-the- 
minute chronicling of everything Oklahoma 
woman peppered with Warner’s personal 
anecdotes — that has drawn more than ten 
thousand page views since June 2007. 


Oklahoma Supermodels 

A ROLE MODEL HERSELF, JEAN WARNER NAMES A FEW OF THE WOMEN WHO CONTINUE TO INSPIRE HER. 


PENNY WILLIAMS, state representative 
(1 981 -1 987) and state senator 
(1989-2004): “She was a pioneer out 
there doing things. You would look out 
and wonder who cares about education 
and important women’s issues, and 
Penny did.” 


CINDY ROSENTHAL, mayor of 
Norman and director of the Carl Albert 
Congressional Research and Studies 
Center: “She’s a real scholar of women 
and politics. As a Carl Albert Center 
Fellow, she had the courage to say 
she wasn’t going to Congress because 
she was interested in representative 
government at the state level.” 


PAT POTTS, founder of the Oklahoma 
Center for Nonprofits: “She has worked 
all her life to get nonprofits to work more 
professionally. She taught me to keep 
showing up, and things will happen.” 


MORE FAVORITE FEMMES 


WMIa Johnson, Oklahoma City 
councilwoman 
Saundra Naifeh, mayor of 
Edmond (2001-2007) 

Susan Savage, Oklahoma 
Secretary of State and 
mayor of Tulsa (1 992-2002) 
Kathy Taylor, mayor of Tulsa 
and Secretary of Commerce 
& Tourism (2003-2006) 
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“It’s fast paced working with Jean. She’s always thinking, always 

moving, and always connecting. — Janet Peery, executive director ofYWCA Oklahoma 




Warner 

worked foflpiP^rsey Senator Frank 
Lautenberg in%ashington, D.C. in 1991. 


“Her blog is an amazing service to women 
in our state,” says Hannah Brenner, director 
of Womens Leadership Programs at the Carl 
Albert Congressional Research and Studies 
Center at the University of Oklahoma. “It 
is the first resource I head to when I want to 
tune in to what is going on with women. It is 
unlike anything else that is being done.” 

Warner’s zeal for the Internet began in 
February 2006 when she caught a late-night 
C-SPAN interview with web guru David 
Weinberger, author of several books that 
explore marketing and the Internet. Some- 
thing clicked within Warner, a desire to 
learn how to harness the power of websites, 
blogs, newsletters, and Wikipedia entries 
to create even more connections within 
her community. 

Warner’s newest endeavor is working with 
the Oklahoma Women’s Legislative Coalition. 
The offshoot of the Oklahoma Legislative 




: ^CWT T 

L^oaiuioii, organizer oi womens negisiauve 
Day held at the State Capitol every spring, is 
comprised of twenty local women’s organi- 
zations ranging from the Girl Scouts to the 
National Association of Women Business 
Owners. Starting with the 2008 legislative 
session, the group plans to identify, track, 
and lobby bills in the state legislature to 
benefit the health and welfare of Oklahoma 
women and girls. 

“During this first year, we are going to learn 
how to track bills and get the information out 
through a website and HTML newsletters,” 
says Warner. “The coalition is working toward 
doing a report of women’s issues at the end 
of the legislative session.” 

Investing in the future of women isn’t unfa- 
miliar to Warner, who cofounded the National 
Education for Women’s (N.E.W.) Leadership 
Program at the University of Oklahoma. The 
annual five-day program aims to educate and 


empower undergraduate women to run for 
public office or pursue careers in the public 
sector. Thanks to N.E.W Leadership, Warner 
has been able to foster relationships to support 
one of her favorite hobbies, mentoring. 

“Jean always says she is a kingmaker and 
not a king,” says Lindsay LaFevers, an Okla- 
homa City attorney and 2002 graduate of 
the N.E.W. Leadership Program. “She shows 
young women like me that there are so many 
incredibly successful women who have gone 
before us.” 

Warner’s devotion to service doesn’t exist 
only within Oklahoma. Since 2004, Warner 
has participated in and led mission trips to 
Kenya, working in conjunction with the 
Volunteers-in-Mission program at Nichols 
Hills United Methodist Church and the 
Miriam Kanana Mubichi Foundation to 
construct a comprehensive new library 
at a school for hearing-impaired children 
in Meru. 

“This library will now serve as a com- 
munity resource center not only for the 
deaf school, but also for the immediate 
communities,” says Florence Mubichi of 
the Miriam Kanana Mubichi Foundation. 
“We were able to put together a container 
of 20,000 reading and textbooks for kin- 
dergarten through college levels.” 

For a woman who doesn’t like titles, Warner 
continues to accrue them at an astonishing 
rate: academic, volunteer, webmaster, mentor, 
blogger, and missionary, to name just a few. 

“Jean demonstrates that whether you are 
in an elected office or not, you really can 
make a difference,” says Cindy Rosenthal, 
mayor of Norman and Director of the 
Carl Albert Congressional Research and 
Studies Center. 

But Warner insists it’s the modest, quiet life 
she shares with her husband that ultimately 
keeps her fulfilled. 

“My job through these projects is to break 
the ice, blaze the trail, and drag a whole bunch 
of people behind me,” says Warner. “And then 
I can go home again.” 

Oklahoma City resident Brooke Adcox is a 
former associate editor at Oklahoma Today. 
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Painting the Italian Landscape 



Featuring a selection of Italian landscape masterpieces from the world- 
famous Uffizi collection, the exhibition illustrates the evolution of Italian 
landscape painting from a backdrop in the Renaissance through the 18th 
century, when landscape itself became the centerpiece in many paintings 



PHILBROOK MUSEUM OF ART | 2727 SOUTH ROCKFORD ROAD | TULSA, OKLAHOMA 

TUES-SUN 10am-5pm, THURS open 10am-8pm, www.philbrook.org. Visitors 18 & under FREE 

Filippo Napoletano, Italian (Rome), 1589-1629. Picnic on the Grass, 1619. Oil on canvas. Collection of the Uffizi Gallery, Florence, Italy. 
Organized by Contemporanea Progetti, Florence, Italy in collaboration with the Trust for Museum Exhibitions, Washington, D.C. 





EVAN TAYLOR 



For those who delight in dinnertime decor, this exhibit is a 
fitting main course. 


STATE OF THE PLATE 
Photographed in the 17th floor 
apartment at Price Tower Arts Center, 
this Harvest Time dinner service 
dates to 1958, with giassware 
designed by Eva Zeisei in the 1960s. 
Visitors will be able to see as many 
as 30 high-style place settings at the 
Setting the Table exhibit 


F ine dining can be about more than art- 
ful cuisine. Price Tower Arts Center in 
Bartlesvilie presents Setting the Table: 
Designs in Mid-Century Dinnerware, a special 
exhibit running April 6 through August 3. 
The exhibit displays tables set for various 
occasions with works from award-winning 
dinnerware designers such as Frank Lloyd 
Wright, Eva Zeisei, and Russel Wright, 


known as “the Original Modfather” for his 
midcentury modern designs. “This exhibit 
focuses on the 1940s to 1960s, when cul- 
tural roles of dinners significantly changed 
from formal to casual,” says Jennifer 
Cordero of Price Tower. Vintage fashions, 
furniture, and artwork complete the col- 
lection. (918) 336-4949 orpricetower.org. 

—RACHEL WRIGHT 
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Culture: LETTER FROM CHANDLER 


"The nice thing about small towns is that when you don't know what you're doing, someone else does." — Unknown 


VamilyMm 

In Chandler, the ties that hind are stronger than blood. 




EN MY HUS- 
BAND, John Calvin, 
and I moved back 
to Chandler back in 
September, I knew 
we were coming home to his relatives, liv- 
ing and dead. Several years earlier, when 
our relationship began to turn serious, we 
visited Oak Park Cemetery in Chandler so 
I could see his mother’s grave. 

That was before my late husband’s mother 
died, and she still was very much my mother- 
in-law. I loved Rose Myers, but anyone who 
knew her will understand why Rose was 
enough mother-in-law for anyone. 

When my son was born thirty-two years 
ago, the labor was unusually long. Rose 
came to the hospital to comfort me. After 
Ben was born, she said, “He looks like a 
Hoover [my maiden name], but at least 
he is healthy.” 

Johnny, on the other hand, thinks he 
is related to half of Lincoln County. Last 


summer, he left his work on our old house 
in Chandler to attend a local reunion of 
his mother’s relatives. He saw people he 
thought of as kin, but he did not see any 
first cousins. He visited awhile, ate, and 
then decided to go back to work. One 
of his cousins came by later to take him 
to the real reunion. He had gone to the 
wrong gathering. 

When we needed to find workers for our 
big home remodeling job, Johnny turned 
to his “cousins,” the Wilsons. Having been 
a friend of Sue Wilson Jones since high 
school days, I knew these people. In fact, 
I may be one of the few living Americans 
not related to them who actually can name 
the entire Wilson clan. 

I don’t recall much about the Wilsons’ 
father, but their mother, Tillie, was a 
hard-working, amazingly cheerful woman 
who had given birth to thirteen children, 
including three sets of twins. She actually 
reared fourteen kids because her husband. 



who had lost his first wife, had a three- 
year-old son when they married. 

I remember the long wooden table in 
the Wilson home, and I remember being 
astonished by the great number of faces 
around it. There were more boys than girls. 
Three of the five females, including my 
friend Sue, grew up to be educators, and 
the men work hard with their hands, doing 
everything that needs doing. I don’t know 
that their company has an official name; 
at least, I don’t see one in the phone book. 
Advertisement of their services is spread 
like most information in Chandler, by 
word of mouth. 

I pointed out to Johnny that the Wilsons 
are not his cousins, but rather the cousins of 
his cousins, no relation to him whatsoever. 
He paid me no heed, and soon we were 
surrounded by Wilsons. One roofed our 
old house and built our new bedroom. One 
took care of the trees and shrubs that needed 
to be cut away from the foundations. One 
built a fence. I am not sure which of them 
made the patio, bricked our parking area, 
or put up the weather vane. 

I observed a different Wilson taking the 
lead on each job. If one of the brothers 
did not actually contribute to a project, he 
dropped by to criticize the results. I am not 
sure how many Wilsons worked on the place, 
but I would guess around five. Brothers-in- 
law and nephews pitched in, too. 

When we were ready to relocate, I spent 
a day calling Tulsa movers. “It is going 
to be quite expensive to move,” I told 
Johnny when he came home from work 
that evening. 

“No,” he said. “I’ve found someone who 
will do it very reasonably.” 

Suddenly, I understood. “One of the 
Wilsons?” 

“Yep,” he said. “My cousins will take 
care of it.” 

Lor a while last summer, we thought 
Johnny might have to undergo heart 
surgery. I was, of course, relieved when 
the doctors decided it was not necessary. 
I knew he would have arranged for one of 
the Wilsons to operate. 
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DESTINATION: NORMAN ARTS 



IMorman 

Arts 

Council 


Make IMorman Your 
Arts and Cultural Cestination 


(405) 360-1162 


Jan 20-Mar 30 


Mar 5-9 


Apr 6-iun 29 



For complete descriptions www.NormanArts.org/events 


'Exhibition: The Jacobson House Native 
Art Center will present Jack Hokeah and 
the Art of the Kiowa Five. Guest CuratoFj 
Anne Ailbrighl, a notable art historian 
and scholar, will present Hokeah's work- 
Hokeah, a Kiowa painter and dancer, 
was an original member of "The Kiowa 
Five." This exhibit is on display January 20 
through March 30. For more Information, 
piease contact the Jacobson House Native 
Art Center at 405.366. 1667 or visit www. 
jacobsQnhouse.com. 


Feb 28-Mer 8 


'Musical Theatr*: Lucky The Sooner 
Theatre presents Lucky Sfrffi Feb. 29. Mar. 

1 -2 & 6-8. Norman's own Jennifer Baker 
returns to the Sooner stage in this zany, 
offbeat and very funny musical mystery. 
Season tickets are on sale now and can. be 
purchased by phone at 405.321,9600 or in 
person at the theatre box office, 9-5, Mon,' 
Fri. Sooner Stage Presents season tickets 
range from S55 to S6S - that's three nights 
of outstanding theatre for less than one 
din nor-snd-movie-nighl ! 


* [>enOTBS evenb fundod in part by itie 
Noman Am Cbundt Hoiol Grant Piognm. 


Exhibition: Linfversify of Ok/ahoma 
Amencan Indian Artists Exhibition, The 
annual University of Oklahoma American 
Indian Artists Exhibition features works 
in a diverse variety of artistic mediums 
by award-winning alumni and current 
students, as well as past and present 
faculty and staff of the university. For more 
infornnation, visit www.jacobsonhouse.com. 


Apr 25-May 4 

Musical Theaftre: Anything Goes, The 
University of Oklahoma Theatre presents 
at S p.m. on April 25-26 and May 1 -3, and 
3 p.m. on April 27 and May 4. For more 
information, call 4Q5.325.410h 


Dance: Conternporary Dance Oklahoma, 
The University of Oklahoma Theatre 
presents OU's resident modern dance 
company at 8 p.m. on March SEi, and 
3 p,m, on March B and 9. For more 
information, call 405.325.4 lOl. 


Apr 4-6 

'Festival Medieval Fair, April 4, 5 and 6, 
2008 from 10:00 a m, -7;00 p.m, at Reaves 
Park, located at 2501 South Jenkins, 
Norman, OK, For more information, call 
40S.366.8095 or visit www.medievalfair.ofig. 


Apr 4-13 

Theatre: Lend Me A Tenor, The University 
of Oklahoma Theatre presents the Tony 
Award winning wacky and wild farce at S 
p.m. on April 4-5 and 10-12, and 3 p.m. on 
April 6 and 1 3. For more information, call 
405.325.4101. 


Apr 18 


'Concert Leon Eussell, The Sooner 
Theatre presents Leon Russell, a 
music legend and perhaps the most 
accomplished and versatile musician in die 
history of rock 'n roll. Season tickets are on 
sale now end can be purchased by phone 
at 405.321 .9600 or in person at the theatre 
box office, 9-5, Mon.-Fri. Main Event Series 
season tickets range from Si 10 to Si 50. 





32 "^^ Annual ' 

mejmmmm 


Reaves PaRh - NoRman 


ission 


ARrs © CRaFrs © Food © Qames 
Knighrs jousring on HoRse6ach 
6 Srages oiirh Conrinuous 
CnrcRrainmenr For All Ages 

For moRC inFoRmarion visir 
ujujuj.nnedievalFaiR.ORg 


Winter Wind Concerts 

Man 9 Nathan Brown &: Beth Wood 
Mar. 16 Jazz in the Depot Gallery 
Man30 Jamie Coon 
Apr. 13 Johnsmith 

Poetry Readings 

Second Sunday of each month, 2 p.m. 

All shows begin at 7:00 p.m. 
in the intimate atmosphere of the Norman Depot 
200 South Jones Avenue 

The Performing Arts Studio 
www.thepas.org | 405-307-9320 



MAY FAIR 


S a 


t s 


f 


May 2,3 £4 

Fri. orfd Sat. (0 om. to 6 p.m. 'Sun H am. to 5 p.m. 


2008 Celebrated Artist, Linda Tuma Robertson 
Juried Show • Over 100 Fine Artists & Craftsmen 
Fabulous Food • Entertainment • Children’s Art Activities 



220 E. Main St, Ste. 101, Norman, OK 73069 PO Box 85, Norman, OK 73070-0085 
405.360.1162 | www.normanarts.org | nac@normanarts.org 
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Culture: LEARN ABOUT THIS 


A Turn for the Verse 


Spring is an annual harbinger of poetry at this OCU series. 



E very APRIL, one of the country’s 
best poets arrives at Oklahoma City 
University to take part in the Thatcher 
Hoffman Smith Poetry Series. 

Lifelong poetry lover Jeanne Hoffman 
Smith of Oklahoma City founded the series 
in 1999. She says when the world seems to 
turn a little faster every day, poetry is more 
important than ever. 

‘T think poetry teaches us what it means to 
be a human being,” Smith says. “It touches 
your soul in a way lots of things don’t. We 
need more and more of that as the world 
becomes more chaotic.” 

In 1998, Smith founded the Center for 
Interpersonal Studies Through Film & 
Literature at OCU, which sponsors the 
series. Over the past ten years, a number 
of award-winning poets, including former 
United States poet laureates Billy Collins and 


Bright Lights 

THATCHER HOFFMAN SMITH POETRY SERIES’ 
GUESTS OF HONOR ARE NO STRANGERS TO 
AWARDS. 

2007 Joy Harjo, The American Indian 
Distinguished Achievement in the Arts 
Award, the Josephine Miles Poetry Award 
2005 Lucille Clifton, National Book Award, 
former Maryland poet laureate 
2004 Li-Young Lee, 1 990 Lament Poetry 
Selection, Whiting Writer’s Award 
2002 Mark Doty, Lambda Literary Award, 
National Book Critics Circle Award 
2000 Jane Hirshfield, Poetry Center 
Book Award, Guggenheim Foundation 
Fellowship 
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Robert Pinsky, have visited. Harbour Winn, 
director of the center, says this years poet, 
Jimmy Santiago Baca, is a little different 
from poets of years past. 

“We always try to find a voice that can 
communicate in person, and Baca has an 
incredible reputation for being accessible 
and for being an individual who empowers 
people,” Winn says. 

By age twenty-one, Baca had spent time 
in an orphanage and in a maximum-security 
prison. Now, he has a Pushcart Prize, American 
Book Award, and National Poetry Award, 
among other honors, under his belt. 

The days events will include a teachers’ 
workshop and poetry readings. 

Winn hopes the series will inspire visitors. 
He says, “I hope people take away a new ap- 
preciation for today, for the way they look 
at their lives at that moment.” 

— Raya-Gabrielle Ramsey 

The Thatcher Hoffman Smith Poetry 
Series is April 2 at OCU Bacas free public 
poetry reading is at 8 p. m. in the Petree 
Recital Hall. (405) 208-5472 or okcu.edu. 


Get This 



Game On 

winner and with 

it comes a nee Gaming 

program otters c 
poker, and blac )a 




OMfltionn 

riniivf mmoi 

TRAVELOK.COM 


April 25-26, 2008 • Tahlequah, OK 

918.456.3742 • www.redfemfestival.com 




GREENCOUNTRYOK.COM 
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Culture: INDIAN 



Welcome to Edmond^ Oklahoma^ where world-class 
sculptures are scattered like jewels throughout the 
city - dozens of them, lining the streets and tucked into 
corners, waiting to surprise you with unexpected beauty. 
A city unmatched in the heartland with fine dining. 


luxurious lodging, championship golf, outdoor ad^ 
shopping and family-friendlyievei1tsj& attra 








Rh5^hm 

Makers 

A symposium brings 
culture to light. 

A t northeastern state Uni- 

versity in Tahlequah, Oklahoma’s 
essence is showcased by the sound of the 
beating drum. 

The NSU Center for Tribal Studies 
hosts the Symposium on the American 
Indian April 16 through 19. Dr. Phyllis 
Fife, NSU’s director of the Center for 
Tribal Studies, says, “This year’s theme. 
The Sun, the Moon, the Stars: Rhythms 
of Life, honors the power of light and the 
rhythms of life it gives.” 

American Indian scholars and scientists 
will lead this homage in presentations like 
“Questions From Earth Answered in the 
Pawnee Sky.” Speakers include retired 
NASA astronaut John Herrington and 
Oklahoma Centennial poet laureate N. 
Scott Momaday. 

In its thirty-sixth year, the symposium 
offers education on Indian culture and its 
contributions to the greater world. This 
year’s event includes films, a language 
seminar, and presentations on Navajo sky 
constellations and Lakota symbolism, even 
one panel conducted in Cherokee. 

— Laura R. Lester 
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(918) 444-4350 or arapaho.nsuok. 
edu/^cfisf. 




MILLION DOLLAR LUCK 


It's more than a coincidence that the cash you found in your packet turned 
into a cool $!□□ with just a few turns of the cards. True, skill is useful, but 
there's nothing like sheer fate. And tonight, destiny is on your side. Osage 
Million Dollar Elm Casino. Luck- it's in the air. 

Make it a Million Dollar Night r 



OSAGE 

MILLION DOLLAR ELM 

CASINO 


Tulsa Sand Springs Hominy Pawhuska Bartlesville Skiatook 


Tisdale Pkwy 
(a 36th St. N. 


Keystone Expy 
|a 129th W. Ave. 


Hwygg, 

3.5 miles North 


Hwygg 
|a 15th St. 


Allen Rd 
(a CR 2145 


5555 West 
Rogers Blvd. 


milUondollarelm.com 918.699.7777 
Gambling problem? Call 800.522.4700. 


An economic enterprise of the Osage Nation. 



Green Country. 

Marketing Association^ 


GreenCountryOK.com TravelOK.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma 
Tourism & Recreation department. 





Culture: MUSIC 


"You can play a mean fiddle." —from Horseshoe Road's MySpace page 



W: 


AXIS OKLAHOMA’S 
greatest export? The 
Sooner State seems 
to have a knack for 
producing songsters. 
One of them, Enid native Kyle Dilling- 
ham, plies his trade with a mop of shaggy 
blond hair, a fiddle, and a bow. Along with 
his cohort and guitar player-slash-studio 


engineer Brad Benge, the two make up 
the band Horseshoe Road. 

“We all come from somewhere,” says 
Dillingham. “When I perform, I want to 
give to people what Oklahoma feels and 
sounds like.” 

The result is a heel-tapping mdange of 
country, jazz, and bluegrass with a down- 
home boot-bouncin’ sound the band has 


One on One 

GUITARIST BRAD BENGE PICKS HIS FAVORITE OKLAHOMA MUSICIANS AND BANDS. 


Vince Gill: “His roots are in 
bluegrass, but his unmatched 
abilities have taken him to 
every end of the musical 
spectrum.” 

Peter Markes: “Leading the 
Edmond North High School 
Orchestra, he brings a fresh, 
intelligent approach to music 
education.” 


Miss Brown to You: “I was 

surprised to find out that 
Oklahoma held such fine jazz 
musicians.” 

The Byron Berline Band: 

“These guys are the 
best bluegrass band in 
Oklahoma.” 

Bob Wills and His Texas 
Playboys: “I enjoy trying to 


emulate the incredible feel of 
this highly groove-oriented 
music.” 

Speedy West Jr. and Sr.: “A 

double nod to both the kid 
and the elder.” 

The Flaming Lips: “These guys 
are ultimate entertainers.” 
Buffalofitz: “Go check these 
guys out!” 


labeled “heartland acoustic.” 

As the band’s three-year anniversary 
approaches this April, Horseshoe Road’s 
members seem content to share their talents 
in their little corner of the music world. 

“Performing can be exciting and 
entertaining,” says Dillingham, “but it 
can also inspire, encourage, and change 
lives.” 

That spirit of goodwill landed the band 
a tour of nearly a dozen cities in Asia in 
October 2006. Making new music is a 
continuing endeavor, as well. Horseshoe 
Road has recently been busy working on 
an album. Reel to Reel, slated for release 
in April, at Oklahoma City University’s 
Wanda L. Bass School of Music. 

“We’re just a little Oklahoma band 
sharing music and the Oklahoma spirit,” 
says Dillingham. — ^Vallery Brown 

Horseshoe Road performs live shows around 
Oklahoma regularly, horseshoeroadnet. 
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Destination: BARTLESVILLE 



Fine Jewelry 
Frankoma Pottery 
Coins & Supplies 
Repairs and Resizing 
Giets (& Collectibles 
Books & Artwork 


3540 SE Waskington Blvd. | BartL 

(800) 540-0168 | windlesjeT* 





for M Your Sign Needs - we ship 


1 - 877 - 766 - 0802 - 1 - 918 - 335-5002 

sbe@cableone.net 

www.signbannerexpress.com 



821 S. lOHNSTONE AVE. 
BARTLESVILLE, O K 74003 

1 . 800 . 33 ] .0706 O R 918 . 336.5600 
\N\N\N. HOTEL- PHI LLI PS.COM 



Keepsake Candles 

( SSS ) 63 6-03 51 "" sales @ Keeps a keC a n dies . com 
263 County Hoad 3022, Bartlei^vilk'. OK 74003 



Free Admission 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday-Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p,m. 
Sundays and Holidays; 
Closed 

(918) 66M0UR (8687) 


iAWiv.pM//ips66fnij$euni. com 


Bartlesville Convention & Visitors Bureau 
For more information, call (877) 273-2007 
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ROBERT H. TAYLOR 


Culture: NEW media 



Boren 

TO LEAD 

OU's president re-enters the 
political fray with a new book. 

D avid BOREN is a lot of things: 
U.S. senator and governor, univer- 
sity president, and now, author. His 
new book, A Letter to America (University 
of Oklahoma Press, $14.95), published in 
late February, couldn’t have been released 
at a better time. 

“We are living through a period that will 
shape life in America and the nation’s role 
in the world for the next century,” writes 
Boren in his book’s introduction. 

On January 7, Boren and a group of 
influential politicians gathered in Norman 
to stimulate a national discussion on topics 
they felt were not being properly addressed 
by the presidential candidates. 

In fact, one of 
the many issues dis- 
cussed in Boren’s 
1 12-page book is the 
need to correct the 
partisanship he feels 
is destroying politics. 
Boren explains that 
the next president 
should form a non- 
partisan unity cabinet composed of members 
who are chosen for their ability rather than 
their ties to a particular party. 

Boren’s recent endeavors prove he is still 
a force on the political scene. “He is one of 
the most powerful political leaders in our 
state’s history,” says Mike Turpen, a state 
political pundit. “When he talks, everyone 
listens — and learns.” — Patrick Maddox 



A \ E T T E II TO 

AMERICA 


DAVID BOREN 




tral Oklahoma's 

ONTIER 
)UNTRV 


OKLfltlOAfl 

IlflTIVt flrtEPICff 


www.oktourism.com www.travelok.com 


Real 

Western Wear 

Beaded Gauntlets from the William P. Healey Collection 


Columbia River Plateau or 
Shoshone gauntlets, ca.1 920 


"Real Western Wear" was organized 
by the Georgia Museum of Art in 
Athens, Georgia 


Open Daily, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

1700 NE 63rd St 

Oklahoma City, OK 731 11 

(405) 478-2250 • Fax (405) 478-4714 

www.nationalcowboymuseum.org 


NATIONAL 

COWBOY 

& WESTERN HERITAGE 

MUSEUMc 
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A I N T E G R I S 


Oklahoma 


Oklahoma's favorite weekly travel show 


Saturdays at 6:30pm 


KOTV-6 Tulsa KWTV -9 Oklahoma City KSW 0-7 Lawton 

www.travelok.com 




Culture 


J 


ENVIRONMENT 



BY CHAD LOVE 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY TOM LUKERf 


You’re not scared of snakes, are you? Five Oklahoma^eStiAls 
-in Okeene, Waynoka, Apacfi^Ma^m, a%d AaurllS^ 2^’ 
celebrate our local serpent, theVattlestrake,*o^ 
community and tourism in the processJ^r^l^t^i^^it/Tf 


ONCE BIHEN, TWICE SHY 

» Leave your phobias at home. 

Rattlesnakes are a mainstay 
in rural Oklahoma culture, 
having spawned several 
% festivals, family traditionsf 

and unexpected festival food. 




Culture 


Old Rattler, it is part of Natures plan 
That I should grind you 
underneath my heel — 

The age-old feud between 
the snake and man — 

As Adam felt in Eden I should feel 
And yet; Old Rattlesnake, I honor you; 

You are a partner of the pioneer; 

You claim your own asyouve a right to do — 
This was your Eden — I intruded here. 

— ^Viada Stewart Montgomery 
“To the Rattlesnake” 

T he sound, once 

heard, is never forgot- 
ten: a long, low, angry 
buzzing, as if there were 
a hopped-up maraca- 
playing gnome concealed 
somewhere in the grass 
ahead of you. That sound means stop, and 
the message is loud and clear. 

Humans are fascinated with snakes, the 
deadlier the better. Nothing represents the 
push-pull duality of morbid curiosity and 
abject revulsion quite like the serpent, and 
nothing celebrates that curiosity quite like 
the rattlesnake roundup. 

In the pantheon of uniquely weird Ameri- 
cana, the rattlesnake roundup ranks near the 
top. The premise is straightforward and a little 
creepy: a contest to see who can bring in the 
most and biggest rattlesnakes. No one knows 
exacdy when, where, or why the first one began, 
but over the years, the contests have evolved into 
multifaceted events: community-wide festivals 
that are equal parts competition, sideshow, and 
small-town economy booster. They have, in 
other words, become tradition. 

“I haven’t missed a snake hunt since I was 
two,” says fifty-four-year-old Gary Moore of 
Meno. “My parents took me when I was a 
baby, and I’ve been going ever since.” 



Describing Moore as an enthusiastic snake 
hunter is like describing the Great Wall of 
Ghina as a fence: It doesn’t convey the scope. 
Moore talks about snakes the way other men 
talk about their favorite sports teams. 

“You name it, and I’ve handled it,” says 
Moore. “Habu snakes from Japan, mangrove 
snakes, cobras. I’ve always been fascinated 
with reptiles.” 

A military career that sent him abroad gave 
him opportunities to play with snakes in exotic 
locales, but Moore says rattlesnakes have always 
been his first love, and he got his first taste at 
the Waynoka rattlesnake roundup. 

“I’ve always snake hunted, but I really got 
involved in it during the roundups back in 
about 1974,” says Moore. “For me, the round- 
ups have always been about entertainment and 
education. There’s a universal fascination with 
snakes, and I think a lot of people come to 
a roundup out of simple curiosity. I’ve taken 
people from Japan, Australia, England, Swit- 
zerland, Germany, and Africa to the roundup. 
They love it.” 

However much the idea of the rattlesnake 
as a goodwill ambassador for the Sooner State 
makes some cringe, Moore’s idea has merit. 

Depending on your point of view, Oklahoma 
is either blessed or cursed with the little bug- 
gers. Five primary species of rattlesnake slither 
across our borders: the western diamondback, 
prairie rattler, timber rattler, massasauga, and 
pygmy rattlesnake. Of the five, western dia- 
mondbacks and prairie rattlers are the most 
common species targeted at roundups. 

Of the five rattlesnake hunts in Oklahoma, 
Okeene is billed as the oldest, dating to 1 939. 
As the story goes, local resident Orville von 
Gulker wondered what would happen if area 
ranchers and farmers started bringing in live 
rattlesnakes instead of dead ones. The rest, as 
they say, is creepy-crawly history. 

The hunt itself consists of teams of hunters 
fanning out across the countryside armed 
with hooks, bags, sticks, or whatever they feel 
comfortable catching venomous snakes with. 
Snakes are collected and brought back to town 
to be weighed, measured, and tallied. 

Most festivals award prizes for total weight, 
longest snake, and most rattle “buttons” on the 
snake’s tail. Some snakes are auctioned off to 
the highest bidder, while others are taken to 
the butcher shop or the show pit to enthrall 
and disgust thousands of moon-eyed onlook- 
ers. It is a paradoxical scene, one in which 
the snake is alternately venerated, loathed, 
mythologized, and ultimately destroyed. 



Volunteers at the Okeene Rattlesnake 
Roundup are happy to skin, butcher, fry, or 
to even release slithering serpents back into 
' the wild for hunters. Some people choose 
to keep their venomous new friends. 
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Hunters bring their snakes to the 
Okeene Rattlesnake Roundup, 
where prizes are awarded based 
on a snake’s length and the 
number of snakes caught. 




SEEK AND DESTROY 

Rattlesnakes are a part 
of the pit viper subfamily 
which is comprised of 
venomous vipers with 
heat-seeking organs 
located in their heads. 
These organs alert them 
to the location of threats 
and possible prey. 

I I 
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Todays roundups bear scant resemblance 
to the more businesslike “whack ’em and 
stack ’em” roundups of yore. Enterprising 
visitors can pick their poison, literally and 
figuratively, from a variety of entertainment 
venues. There are car shows, motorcycle ral- 
lies, snake meat and hide vendors, dances, 
town-wide rummage sales, and rodeos, but 
a roundup wouldn’t be a roundup without 
the obligatory “Den of Death.” 

This circular walled enclosure filled with 
hundreds of angry rattlers and a few humans 
of questionable sanity goes by a variety of 
names, but whatever the organizers call it, 
most normal people call it nuts. 

“Yeah, most people think we’re crazy,” 
says Moore. “But really, a lot of people 
just misunderstand snakes. It goes back to 
entertainment. If I can turn people on to 
getting interested in them, that’s my reward 
for doing it. Plus, it’s just a lot of fun.” 
Moore’s idea of fun includes “freehanding” 
rattlers without the aid of snake hooks or 


holding them by the tail and wiggling into 
a sleeping bag which in turn is filled with 
rattlers with no interest in being spooned. 
Yes, you read that right: Moore gets into a 
sleeping bag with rattlers. The results can 
sometimes be painful. 

Ten years ago, Moore got bitten by a prairie 
rattler and spent four days in the ICU for his 
troubles. But brushes with death aren’t much 
deterrent for die-hard snake hunters. 

“The day after I got out of the hospital, I 
left on a snake hunting trip to New Mexico,” 
says Moore. 

Bites, it seems, are just an occupational 
hazard, like paper cuts or carpal tunnel 
syndrome, only deadlier. 

“Oh yeah. I’ve been bit,” says Okeene 
snake hunter Anthony Felder. “About 85 
percent of the time, a snake won’t inject 
any venom when it bites you, but you find 
out real quick when it has.” One bite Felder 
received during the Okeene hunt swelled his 
hand up so badly it stretched out every line 
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Getting There 

March 27-29: Waynoka 
Rattlesnake Hunt, 
(580) 824-6371 
April 11-13:Waurika 
Rattlesnake Hunt, 
(580) 228-2553 or 
rattlesnakehunt.com 
April 17-20: Apache 
Rattlesnake Festival, 
(580) 588-2880 
April 25-27: Mangum 
Rattlesnake Derby, 
(580) 782-2434 
May 2-4: Okeene 
Rattlesnake Roundup, 
(580) 822-3101 or 
okeenerattlesnake- 
hunt.com 


and wrinkle. “That’s when I decided I’d better 
stop getting in the pit,” he says. 

Just how many snakes are rounded up 
during the Okeene hunt? It all depends, says 
Felder. “I’ve seen as few as five hundred and, 
in 1957 , as many as around ten thousand. 
But we don’t get the numbers or size of 
snakes we used to.” 

Felder’s son, Anthony Jr., says most snake 
hunters have a curious way of counting their 
bites. “We don’t count them as snakebites 
unless you go to the hospital,” he says with 
a laugh. 

Felder Jr. says despite the obvious dangers 
of rattlesnake hunting, the camaraderie of the 
hunt trumps the possibility, however remote, 
of a painful death. “We’ve got a group of 
guys that come out every year, and we hunt 
together and have a good time,” he says. 

“I’ve been doing this all my life, since I 
was about five,” says Felder Jr. “The whole 
appeal of the hunt is to go out with friends 
and family and have fun. Snake hunters 
sometimes get lumped into the wild and crazy 



beer-drinking crowd, but we’re an important 
part of the community,” says Felder Jr., a 
member of the Okeene Diamondback Club. 
“We hold charity events and fundraisers, and 
every year at Christmas, we give out gifts to 
underprivileged kids. All the money that’s 
raised by the snake hunt goes right back 
into the town.” 

While roundups may be seen by spectators 
as the perfect venue to get a harmless case 
of the willies, their communities see them 
as something else: a way to bring in much- 
needed tourism dollars. 

“We don’t know exactly how many 
people we get every year because it’s free, 
but this is the biggest yearly event Okeene 
has,” says Okeene Diamondback Club 
member Teri Becker, who helps organize 
the Okeene roundup. 

In fact, in every Oklahoma town that 
holds a rattlesnake hunt, it is easily the big- 
gest event of the year. Even in Waynoka, 
which draws thousands of ATV tourists to 
nearby Little Sahara State Park, the annual 
rattlesnake roundup is king. 

“For a community this size, it has a big 
impact,” says Waynoka city clerk and treasurer 
Sharon Sims. “The hunt is the big event of 
the year. All of our merchants gear up for 
that weekend, and we get a big part of our 
sales tax revenue from that event.” 

However important and popular rattle- 
snake roundups are, they are not without 
controversy. Opponents say they’re cruel, 
inhumane, and have a detrimental impact 
on the environment. 

“I’m not really against rattlesnake 
roundups: They’re entertaining events, 
and they generate a lot of money for local 
economies,” says Laurie Vitt, George Lynn 
Cross Research Professor at the University 
of Oklahoma and the curator of reptiles 
at the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History. 

“But think about it. If you take animals 
out of their natural habitat, what’s the 
result? They disappear. Not only that, but 
what do people get prizes for at rattlesnake 


Whatever your feelings about rattlesnake roundups, 
the fact remains that they have become an ingrained 
part of the communities that hold them, 



Bill Strond, a biology professor in Des 
Plaines, Illinois, has attended the Waynoka 
Rattlesnake Hunt since 1979. 

roundups? The largest and the most. They’re 
removing the breeding populations from 
these areas.” 

Vitt says rattlesnakes are an important 
part of the landscape. 

“Rattlesnakes eat rodents, so if you 
remove a large number of rattlesnakes, 
then not only can rodent populations 
increase, but other animals that prey on 
rattlesnakes such as birds of prey can be 
affected,” she says. “Rattlesnakes support 
a lot of other wildlife.” 

Another of Vitt’s concern is the timing 
of the roundups. 

“Collecting snakes in the spring and fall 
as they’re coming out of their dens can 
wipe out 60 or 70 percent of the animals 
in that den in one operation,” says Vitt. 
“So, if you remove the snakes from an 
area, by definition that area will be safer 
for humans, but what are you losing in 
the process?” 

The simple truth is that for the snakes, 
roundups are a one-way trip. 

“If you started turning them loose after the 
hunts, the farmers and ranchers wouldn’t let 
you back on their property to hunt them,” 
says Gary Moore. “But we don’t kill them 
just to be killing them. All of the snakes 
are used in one way or the other.” 

Whatever the feelings about rattlesnake 
roundups, the fact remains that they have 
become an ingrained part of the com- 
munities that hold them. And whether 
you participate as a hunter, observe as a 
spectator, or wave a placard as a protestor 
matters not. 

Fear, loathing, and fascination combined, 
the snake inhabits the human psyche like 
no other creature. The rattlesnake roundup 
is simply an Oklahoma rendition of that 
age-old paradox. 
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Kick off your 

Route 66 Winery Tour 

IN StROUD! 

Stop in Stroud next time 
you’re on America’s Mother 
Road. With four wineries in 
town, and 13 more within 
a short drive, Stroud is the 
wine capital of Route 66. 



Oklahoma’s Winery and Grape Capital 
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OKTOURISM.COM 
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travelok.com 



1. Territoiy Celhis. Stroud 

2. The Crape junction, Stroud 

3. StabteRldge N^neyards, Stroud 
ITheTOne Village. 5trourf 

5. (oppcr Cellar. Wiliji/rf 
6.&apeRaiH:li. OkiaA 

7. Craiificlil Vliieyanl. Omiilk 

8 . MooiifcatlimVtliKiY. Qdm 


9. Nmiia Vliieyank lit Winciy. Ap' 

1 0. Nuyaka Creek Wiieiy. /fep/Jl/BW 
1 l.OJaiittiiaTineCoiniany. UMv 

1 2. 1'ms Yineyard &. iiliieiy, Shaim 
1 3. Spaite ViiKyad & Wiiray. 

H. I idal Stlnol Vtiicyaiis. Dnimr^ 

1 5. 1 res SiifliiR Viiifyai'ds & Wiiieiy. htibir 

1 6. Wildwliid Ylicyards & Wnoy. Temsdi 

1 7. Woodland I’aik Vioryards & Wiiiciy SiAim 
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acos iviasxjranae " 

At a Guymon taco shop, you get more than you pay for. 


STUFF It . 

Served south'of the bord^K^^ce th?' 
time of the Aztecs, tdcos occuj)y<^ 
important piace in the hearts and * , 
beilies of Mexicans and Americans, 
who have whoieheartedly adopted 
the dish. The word taco comes from 
a Spanish word that means light 
snack.’ 


F orget fast-food, tex-mex, and wan- 
nabes. The family-owned and operated 
Seafood and Taco Shop in Guymon 
proves you don’t need a fancy name to be 
the perfect place for traditional Mexican 
tacos. The restaurant opened in 2000 after 
Sinaloa, Mexico, native Jose Perez decided 
to reiocate from Bakersfieid, California, to 
Oklahoma. Catering truck in tow, Perez first 
set up shop selling tacos and other Mexican 


speciaities in iocal parking lots before mov- 
ing to his U.S. Highway 54 location in 2002. 
it’s Perez’s $1 .25 tacos, though, that are the 
big draw. Customers can choose from five 
meats to accompany a corn tortiila, onions, 
cilantro, and fresh salsa. Perez’s daughter 
Gaby’s favorite? “Lengua, or tongue,” she 
says. “It’s soft and juicy and very delicious.” 
119 Southwest Second in Guymon. (580) 
468-5800. — VALLERY BROWN 
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Eat Up: IN SEASON 





St. Paddy s Special 

As March 17 approaches, Irish tummies are smiling. 


G 






OT POTATOES? MOST traditional Irish meals do. A particular 
favorite of Carol Graham, copresident of the Oklahoma Celtic 
Heritage Association and member of the Irish-American Club 
of Tulsa, includes the spud staple and an unexpected bubbly 
Irish ingredient. 

“Most people think of Irish stew, but Dublin coddle is what I like to make,” 
Graham says. Dublin coddle is a hearty stew that combines pork sausage, ham, 
onions, parsley, pepper, potatoes, and Guinness Stout. The meats and vegetables 
simmer in the Guinness, mixed with water to taste, for about an hour to create 
a full-flavored, not-too mushy stew or casserole served on soda bread. 

If there’s room for dessert, Graham has a cake in mind that will mix 
nicely with a St. Patrick’s Day dinner: Irish cream cake. “It’s the 
easiest recipe in the world,” Graham says. Simply use a moist cake 
mix, yellow or chocolate, and replace the liquid in the mix with 
Irish cream. Graham recommends Bailey’s Irish Cream Liqueur. “It 
makes the cake extremely moist.” Graham says, “It’s so delicious that 
people think you’ve spent hours on it.” 

— Rachel Wright 



For more information, visit okcelticfest.com or sq.tdis.com/irishclubhome.htm. 



Galileo offers a diverse palette of live 
music, poetry readings and rotating 
art exhibits on a nightly basis. Late- 
night diners take note: Galileo serves 
a full menu until 1 a.m. Located in 
the Paseo Arts District. 

Wednesday 

Spoken Word Poetry Night, 9 PM. 

Thursday 

Open Mic Night, 9 PM. 



5009 PASEO 
4 05-41 5 782 7 
WWW CALILEOOKC.COM 

CLOSED MONDAY 



Enter to win a $7,000 
KitchenAid appliance makeover! 

Create your own original recipe utilizing at least 
two Made in Oklahoma ingredients 

For entry form and rules visit 
your local KitchenAid dealer 


iAlQ 


For a list of locations log on to 

WWW. miocoalit ion . com 
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LUKE SOUTHERN 



The Guests 


June Benson was the only other woman to serve as 
mayor of Norman. She oversaw the transition 
from a commission form of government to a 
council-manager system. 

Patience Latting s legacy for Oklahoma City is filled 
with milestones. She was the first woman in 
United States history to be elected mayor of 
a major city. 

Marilyn Murrell, mayor of Arcadia since 1988, knows 
city government from the ground up. She 


served as president of the National Conference 
of Black Mayors. 

Susan Savage led Tulsa from 1992 to 2002. She was 
named to the Oklahoma Municipal League Hall 
of Fame for City and Town Officials in 2005. 

Kathy Taylor, elected in 2006, is committed to helping 
Tulsa revitalize its downtown, build strong and 
safe neighborhoods, promote opportunities for 
children and youth, and bring a business model 
of management to city services. 


les rirst 

This dinner is a veritable mayor league of Oklahoma women. 


"That was a very happy time for me." 

ng on her years as Oklahoma City mayor 


The Host 

In office since July 2007, 
Norman mayor Cindy 
Rosenthal admits she’d 
love an opportunity 
to learn from these 
trailblazing women. 

The Location 
and Menu 

Mayor Rosenthal’s 
guests will have lunch 
at Jacobson House in 
Norman. Lunch will 
include sausage-stuffed 
mushrooms from 
Benvenutis Restaurants, 
Hawaiian sea bass from 
Blu Restaurant, and 
Cherokee salad from 
Turquoise Cafe. Dessert is 
Chocolate Sass Brownies 
from Fancy That and 
lemon cake from Legend’s. 



OUR PROMISE IS SIMPLE..., 

^ GREAT steak! 


m 


1309 South Agnew ■ 1st Light South of 1-40 
405.236.041 6 

WWW.CATTi_EMENSRESTAURANT.COM 

Open 6am every day 


E A K H O U 

WORLD RENOWNED FOR OUR CHARCOAL-BROILED STEAKS! 

OVER 90 YEARS IN THE SAME LOCATION IN HISTORIC STOCKYARDS CITY! 
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Eat Up: RESTAURANT 


Watt Up 

Queen of Sheba reigns as JL 
Oklahoma’s only Ethiopian eatery. 




P UT AWAY YOUR forks, knives, 
and preconceived notions. At 
Queen of Sheba, Oklahoma’s 
first and only Ethiopian restau- 
rant, thou shalt not go hungry. 
From a land older than Moses comes a novel 
dining experience that satisfies the belly, 
celebrates the bonds of friendship, and even 
allows eating with your hands. 

Located in an unassuming strip mall in 
northwest Oklahoma City, owners Begib and 
Mimi Younis’ cozy oasis of earth tones and 
tribal folk art pays homage to their country 
of origin and its distinct dining customs. 
Sheba patrons enjoy traditional stew-like 
dishes called watts served on a large swath 
of Ethiopian flatbread called injera. 

While you’re free to eat how you like, the 
fun lies in the friendship ritual: Head of 
table breaks off a piece of bread. Using it as 
a scoop, he or she selects the most enticing 
bite of food from the platter and serves the 
person to the left. After this icebreaker, the 
entire table commences to eat, using injera in 
lieu of cutlery. Utensils, of course, are available 
upon request. 

Since opening doors in 2006, news of Queen 
of Sheba’s bountiful menu spread glad tidings 
among vegetarians and carnivores alike. “We 
were surprised at how quickly it caught on,” 
Mimi says. “The minute people heard about 
us, they began coming in.” 

Diners can choose from an assortment of 
entrees featuring tender cutlets of beef, lamb. 


A Better Cup of Buna 

QUEEN OF SHEBA’S COFFEE RITUAL HAS BIG PERKS. 


Whether you consider yourself a 
coffee connoisseur or a mere run- 
of-the-mill caffeine hound, Queen 
of Sheba’s traditional buna, or 
coffee, ceremony will change your 
definition of fresh. A fun change 
of pace for a small gathering of 
friends, the ceremony invites guests 


to see and smell each step of the 
coffee-making process. Raw coffee 
beans roast tableside, releasing 
their unmistakable aroma. Roasted 
beans are then ground using a 
mortar and pestle and poured into a 
pot of boiling water. The result: pure 
Ethiopian black gold. 




or chicken simmering in saucy blends of chili 
pepper, garlic, curry, and other spices, care- 
fully rendered to perfection. Strict standards 
concerning food preparation — a carryover 
from Ethiopia’s Eastern Orthodox customs — 
guarantee a broad selection of meat-free meals. 
Lentils in spicy berbere S 2 uce, a traditional sauce 
made with Ethiopian red pepper, are popular, 
as are various watts made with chickpeas, 
potatoes, yellow split peas, collard greens, and 
other vegetables seasoned just right. 

No salt or pepper is used at Queen of Sheba; 
nor is it necessary. “We want our customers 
to taste the food, not the salt,” Mimi says. To 
ensure the traditional rich flavor, she uses only 
spices imported from her home country. 

While she admits to toning down certain 
dishes to agree with the Oklahoma palate, 
Mimi remains adamant about food prep and 
oversees every step. Certain sauces can take 
days to prepare. Butter is boiled and strained 
to remove impurities and lightly seasoned in 
a time-consuming process. Meats are prime 
cuts, thoroughly trimmed of fat. 

“I consider this a healthy food. Nothing is 
frozen, nothing fried,” she says. “We make all 
our food here, we make it little by little, and 
we make it with conscience.” 

Sounds reasonable, coming from the same 
culture that gave the world honey and that 
other divine nectar, coffee. After dinner, 
satisfy your sweet tooth with honey-drizzled 
baklava chased with a faultless cappuccino or 
espresso brewed from freshly ground, organic 
coffee beans imported from Ethiopia and 
roasted on-site. 

Feeling bold? Order an aperitif of tradi- 
tional tej honey wine or koranti tea splashed 
with ouzo, then settle in for smooth jazz on 
Fridays and reggae on Saturdays. 

— Mary Logan Wolf 

Queen of Sheba, 2308 North MacAr- 
thur Boulevard in Oklahoma City. (405) 
606-861 6. 
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HENWAR.E 


AND HOjV\E DECOR. 


Hundreds of brands and 
styles for the kitchen and 
home. Order online, 
or call toll free: 

1-866-963-3267 


Visit our new showroom 

at 901 W. Main Street 

in Duncan, Oklahoma 


Distinctive 

-Decor.com 


VBIL 19, 26-27' & MIT 2-3 

■'WIWMNrOl ' 


C22 222 H0T02{KIE SHOT 

TOIITH AHT SHQV 

fumnin 


'mMimcnouiTitm'' 

Mll.ir< 2()()8 

Duncan, OK- Main SI REin 

CAiii;aui,sE 
PoieRiiiv 

Ham TO Kill 
FKEEADilSSION 


lEiGHISHOLM TRAIL 
HERITAGE CENTER 


-IN THG- 

CHISHOLM TRAIL 
EKFERIENCE 
THEATRE 


lOOO C1I1SI10E.IV1 TRAIE. PAEiKWAV' 
DUnrCAN. OKLAIIOIVIA 
WW W ONTHeCfIlSIIOl.lVlTBAl£. BOIVl 
tSSOl ZSZ^GGBZ 


May Day Celebration 

Experience a day of Iiisfoiy, 
tradition and fnn! 

May 3"', 2008 
Free Admission 

Ninth & Oak in Duncan, OK 

For more information, calk (580) 252-1780 


I FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL (580) 252-8696 

OR VISIT, WWW.MAINSTREETOONCAN.COM 


$ 
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> \ ■ Make yourself at home at Oklahoma City’s 
authentic neighborhood bar and grill. You’ll 
S enjoy the game in high-def clarity and a wide 

■ ■ selection of wine and beers. Hear the sounds of ; . 

■ ■ -I smooth Jazz and Blues music, live every Friday ; . 

; and Saturday nights. Check out our expanded, 
>v updated menus, including our late night items. . - 
^ Now open for Sunday brunch. Ask about our ' 
' ■!. ■ full-service bar and catering services. ' ■ 

New Extended Hours: 

. Monday - Wednesday: 1 1a.m. to Midnight ; 

> ’ Thursday - Saturday: 1 1a.m. to 2a.m. 

Sunday: 11a.m. to 8p.m. 


Under New 
Management 



2 Blocks North of Bricktown 
DEEPDEUCEGRILLOKC.COM ( 405 ) 235-9100 


.overa’s 

Family Grocery 

Famou5 Meat Market 


Lovera’s is the only authentic fine 
Italian grocery in Oklahoma. 

We stock four of Italy’s top ^ ^ 

ten olive oils, homemade 
pastas and seasonings, 
and a variety of 
bruchetta, antipasta, 
and sauces. 

Try our line of 
Lovera’s Famous 
Products, Italian 
sausage and 
hand formed 
Italian cheese. 

Visit us in 

Krebs, OK! 



Order by phone or online: 

g-800-854-1417 

wyvw.iloveitalian.com 


Eat Up: NEW CUISINE 

"We have a rustic take on high-end cuisine." —Matt Kelley 



Lucky’s American fusion 
cuisine inciudes entrees 
iike the ahi tuna sandwich 
with griiied vegetabie 
saiad. shown here. 


Getting lucky’s 


A fusion of flavors is the star of a new Cherry Street eatery. 


F ora CIA man, Matt Kelley 
seems all too ready to divulge his 
secrets. And getting information 
out of him requires only the 
gentlest of interrogations. 
Kelley’s training and credentials come 
from the Culinary Institute of America 
(CIA) rather than its shadowy counterpart 
in McLean, Virginia, but they are creating 
a sensation in the Tulsa 
dining scene. 

Kelley and his wife 
Brooke opened their new 
restaurant, Lucky’s, in Sep- 
tember 2007 on Fifteenth 
Street, otherwise known as 
Cherry Street. And therein 
lies secret number one — 
location. Cherry Street is 
a quaint conglomeration 
of shops, eateries, galleries, 
and nightspots that recalls the days before 
chain restaurants and asphalt parking lots. 
In other words. Cherry Street is a restaura- 
teur’s dream. 

“We liked the idea of being down here,” 
says Kelley. “We love this location. It has a lot 
of charm and a neighborhood feel to it.” 
A Tulsa native who attended Cascia Hall 
Preparatory School, Kelley says his culinary 
calling came while he was in college. After 


attending the Culinary Institute of America, 
he worked for a time at Mustards Grill, a 
popular establishment near Napa, California. 
It was there he honed his kitchen skills and 
appropriated the second secret to his cooking 
style, the wood-fired grill. 

“That really changed how I look at things,” 
he says. So much so, Kelley has termed Lucky’s 
wood-fired grill “the Cadillac.” 

Indeed, few entrees on 
Lucky’s menu — from the 
T-Town Filet and Rosemary 
Lamb Chops to the Grilled 
Texas Quail — escape the 
grill’s loving attention. But 
one thing, however, unifies 
all the dishes, and that brings 
us to Kelley’s third secret, 
simplicity and freshness. 

“Our cuisine is pretty 
simple, but we always start 
with fresh ingredients,” he says. 

Lucky’s casual atmosphere suitably comple- 
ments the moderately priced menu. Although 
relatively small, Lucky’s seats up to eighty at 
tables amply spaced for dining comfort. 

— Scott Wigton 

Lucky s, 1536 East Fifteenth Street in 
Tulsa. (918) 592-5825 or luckysrestau- 
ranttulsa. com. 
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Eat Up: CHEF 


^ INTERNATIONAL I 

Supperstaf 

jL. JL. After studying at culinary institutes and living all over the globe, 
Mary Beth Davis returned home to brighten up Enid’s culinary scene. 



M ary BETH DAVIS has traveled the world 
Studying culinary arts in Canada, Mexico, 
France, and Italy Lucky for Oklahoma, she 
brought all that worldly experience home to Enid, opening Port 
Lugano in 1996. Davis’s creamy New York-style cheesecake. 
Flaky Tart Pastry, and five-course meals take diners to a far- 
away, scrumptious place. — Rachel Wright 


What’s your favorite baking 
memory? My most amazing 
baking experience was in Bolo- 
gna, Italy, at the Simile Cook- 
ing School, where everything 
was made by hand. A small 
group of people speaking 
different languages gathered 
to learn the traditional Italian 
panettone-making process. 
Panettone, a sweet bread 


with raisins, lemon zest, and 
candied orange, originated in 
Milan, Italy, and is served at 
Christmastime. The tradition 
is to raise the dough over your 
head and slam it on the table 
repeatedly, to which students 
would exclaim ''moto honol' 
or very good. Afterward, we 
enjoyed the finished product 
with espresso and new friends. 


What sparked your interest in 
baking? It began when I was 
very young in the kitchen 
of my father’s restaurant, 
the Boston Fountain here in 
Enid. The ovens looked huge 
to me, and the lady who did 
his baking always made me 
special treats. 

What’s your favorite pastry 
recipe? My New York-style 
cheesecake. I love decorating 
them with seven sauces to cre- 
ate a pinwheel design. 

What’s your favorite baking 
occasion? Our romantic 
evenings at Port Lugano. Four 
or five times a year, we create 
a five-course meal with white 
tablecloths and candles and 
prepare a wonderful menu for 
a small group of patrons. 

Who has infiuenced your bak- 
ing? My father instilled a 
love of the kitchen in me. Fie 
bought me my first electric 
mixer, a stainless steel Kitch- 
enAid, when I was ten years 
old. Most of all, he taught me 
how to love to work in the 
kitchen, and I still do today. 

What three pastry toois or 
impiements do you swear by? 

Loving hands, a good oven, 
and a copper bowl. Not 
everyone can make pastry. 
Loving hands, demanded by 
traditional Old World chefs, 
are a must to ensure that the 
heart of the chef is in every 
product. A good oven, not 



teed a sugar tix. A 9 contections could 



. -.--Si... 



necessarily an expensive one, 
is a must. A copper bowl gives 
you exacting control over 
density and quality. 

What’s your favorite cooking 
show? I like the Iron Chef 
programs but don’t get to 
watch them very often. The 
creativity used in preparing 
the food is so interesting, and 
since I manage a commercial 
kitchen at Port Lugano, I en- 
joy the race. The guest tasters 
are a hoot. 



What’s one item every suc- 
cessfui pastry chef shouid have 
in the kitchen? Fiigh-quality 
unsalted butter. You must 
begin with the best ingredi- 
ents to end with a wonderful 
pastry. There is no substitute 
for great butter. 
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Eat Up 


Attention, Steak Lovers: The Dry Beaver Supper Club 

near Lawton is your next destination for a superior out of beef, 



CHOICE 


BY VALLERY BROWN 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANE BROWN 


E ven diners with their eyes peeled will find this 

destination tough to spot. The roads intersecting the 
stretch of State Highway 7 between Lawton and Duncan 
muddle into the darkness as the sun sets. It takes squint- 
ing and praying to make out no-stop intersections, or loud and 
clear word of mouth. 

Cozied between a tributary of Dry Beaver Creek and the soaring 
pecan and elm trees adjacent to the highway is a metal building that 
houses one of the areas best-kept secrets, the Dry Beaver Supper 
Club. Those lucky enough to find it will be welcomed by a gravel 
parking lot full of vehicles, the warm smell of smoke, and some of 
the most unpretentious food and folks this side of the Red River. 
“I got drunk one night and decided to open a steak house,” says 


the restaurant’s owner and head cook, Robert Griggs. “I built it 
out in the country for an obvious reason,” he says. “Real estate is 
a heck of a lot cheaper.” 

Griggs, a Lawton resident since 1974, opened the restaurant 
in December 2000 near the old Pumpkin Center town site. The 
unassuming metal building contains a restaurant with a deck 
overlooking the creek, an entry area with a big-screen television 
and wood-burning fireplace, and a rustic dining room that feels 
like an oversized cabin in the hills. Hanging on the cedar walls of 
the dining area are animal furs and other taxidermy alongside art- 
work that complements the bucolic aura. A second wood-burning 
fireplace lends just enough warmth and a whiff of smoke to pique 
the appetite. This is undoubtedly a place for good, red meat. 
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FOOD 


DINE AND GONE TO HEAVEN 
Since its opening in 2000, the Dry 
Beaver Supper Ciub has been a hit 
in the Lawton area. Owner Robert 
Griggs’ piump steaks, seafood, 
cobbier, and gator taiis keep his 
customers coming to the rustic 
steak house. 







Approximately 250 dine|[s^ther at the 
Dry Beaveir for feasting and fellowship 
each Frid^ and Saturday night. 


There’s no sign at the Dry Beaver Supper 
flub, and Robert Griggs doesn’t advertise. 
Finding it is half the fun, he says. 


^ Beaver owner Koberruriggs operafes an 

|f^.environrhental consulting companirduring 
^ the week. 
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FOOD 


“IF YOU’RE LEAVING HERE HUNGRY, 

IT’S NOT MY FAULT. YOU EITHER DIDN’T EAT 
OR YOU DID SOMETHING ELSE WRONG.” 


Growing up in his grandmother s Marlow kitchen and honing his 
love for cooking around the fires of deer hunting camps across Texas 
and Oklahoma, Griggs has developed a menu and a cooking savvy 
that even the most persnickety can agree is top-notch. Mingling the 
unusual with the tried and true, Dry Beavers selections won’t leave 
anyone hoping for more choices. 

The appetizer menu flaunts pan-seared or grilled alligator tail that 
takes the palate on a joy ride with its subtly fishy flavor and Gajun 
heat. Nachos, baby-back ribs, and appetizer sandwiches also are 
available as starters. 

Unlike big-city steak houses, customers here need not worry about 
a la carte side orders and pairing the main dish with accompaniments. 
A simple salad bar is served in a large antique claw-foot bathtub, and 
each entree is accompanied by a homemade roll and two sides. 

The Bacon Wrapped Filet, a house favorite, is so tender the only 
reason for a knife is to butter the roll. The steak selection includes 
rib eyes, strip steaks, and tenderloin smoked and marinated in a 
dry rub before an open-flame grill sears in their flavor and juiciness. 
Ghicken, pork, kebobs, and a boatload of seafood dishes along with 
pastas, salads, and a children’s menu are sure to please. 

“If you’re leaving here hungry, it’s not my fault,” says Griggs. “You 
either didn’t eat, or you did something else wrong.” 

Larry and Myrna New of Lawton have been eating at the Dry 
Beaver since its grand opening more than eight years ago. 

“We go for the food, but it’s also about the people,” says Larry. 
“Sometimes we’ll go out on the deck and talk for hours, eating ap- 
petizers and just having a good time.” 

The convivial spirit at the restaurant is contagious; in fact, it may 
be so catching that it haunts the place. 

“We think they have a friendly ghost,” says Larry New. One evening 
when the restaurant was closed and the parking lot vacant, Larry 
heard a truck horn outside. When he stepped outside to investigate, 
the lot was empty and the night quiet. 

Griggs professes to several extraordinary run-ins of his own. One 
evening in January 2006, all the lights went off in the bar. Griggs took 
foot to the well house behind the restaurant, where he figured he’d 
find a flipped breaker. Instead, he discovered the switch for the bar’s 
power turned off and water spewing from a broken main. 

“Had that breaker not been turned off, I probably wouldn’t have 
discovered the leak until spring,” says Griggs. “I would have had 
a hell of a water bill.” 

Griggs’ girlfriend, Jennifer Keener, swears the ghost is an old restau- 
rant customer who spent many an evening at the Dry Beaver drinking 
whiskey and cracking jokes before his death around 2003. 

“I don’t really believe in ghosts,” says Keener, “but he had fun 
here. It makes sense.” 

Although Griggs admits that the explanations are many, he agrees 
that the ghost of their old friend probably would want to return to 



A Cut Up: How to Make Meat Great 

Dry Beaver Supper Club owner ROBERT GRIGGS just might know how to cook 
the perfect piece of meat. Here’s how he makes his fresh, lightly smoked, 
and perfectly seasoned steaks sing. 


Start off with quality meat: “The secret to cooking a steak is a good piece 
of meat,” says Griggs. “You start out with junk, you end up with junk.” The 
three grades of meat that are generally available are prime, choice, and 
select. Griggs uses choice. 

Marinate the meat: Overnight, if possible, but for no less than four hours. At the 
Dry Beaver, Griggs prefers to use a dry rub of seasonings instead of a wet 
marinade to infuse the meat with flavor. “Meat needs help,” he says. 

Temperature is key: Overcooking a steak is a sure-fire way to singe all of 
its juiciness and flavor. “What I’ve found,” says Griggs, “is that ninety- 
five percent of the people who order a well-done steak cover it up with 
a sauce when they eat it.” Ordering a steak medium to 
medium rare is the best way to savor its aroma, 
taste, and texture. 


The Dry Beaver Supper Club is located at 1404 
Southeast 135th Street in Lawton. The restaurant is 
open Fridays and Saturdays from 5 to 10p.m. (580) 
250-1500. 
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the place where he had so many fun evenings. 

“It’s his spirit,” says Griggs. “He’s just here having a good time 
like he used to.” 

It’s a good time that doesn’t stay under wraps. What started out as 
a hideaway for farmers and locals has spread like gossip at a Bunco 
party. Even the name “supper club” belies the truth: No member- 
ship is required to get a table at the Dry Beaver Supper Glub. 

“You’d never dream anything like this is out there,” says 
Myrna New. 

There are no signs along the highway or street lights to guide 
the way. But with a keen enough ear or the right amount of luck, 
hearing about it is bound to happen. 
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"A horse is worth more than riches." 

— nrnvprh 



A HORSE, OF COURSE STRETCHING across Oklahoma’s Black Mesa is located two miles from the ranch 

‘The area around here has I Panhandle is a dreamland for horses, and can be clearly spotted as it towers over the 

panoramic views you wouidn’t I With rugged hiiis in aii directions, ranch iower iayer of mesas. In addition to the horses 

beiieve,’ says Linda Miiis, who ^ horses are free to run and graze the miies of dotting the iandscape, the area is no stranger 
works at Biack Mesa State pasture. Foiks iooking for a taste of fresh air and to the bighorn sheep, foxes, and coyotes that 

Park and Nature Preserve. The the great outdoors can visit the famiiy-owned can be spied roaming around the cactus and 

area’s abundant horses add to Hitching Post Bed and Breakfast and Ranch for a red cedars. Hitching Post Bed and Breakfast 

the scenery. traii ride and a night under a pristine, star-iit sky. and Ranch, (580) 261-7413.— MEUSSk MASTERS 
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Outside: field guide 


Monarch Pass 

With warmer temperature, these fluttering beauties take center stage. 


A S WINTER BEGINS to thaw and drip away, one 
thing heralds spring more than any other: color. 
And where there is color, there are bound to be 
butterflies and plenty of opportunities to watch 
their aerial artistry. 

Fifty species of Lepidoptera — or butterflies — are common 
across Oklahoma, and for the most part, they are easiest to find 


during the warmer months. Don Arnold, survey entomolo- 
gist and curator of the K.C. Emerson Entomology Museum 
at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, shares his list of 
Oklahoma’s most common species. His tip for spotting the 
flitting wonders? “Find the moisture,” he says. “Where there is 
moisture, you are more likely to find flowers and butterflies.” 

— ^Vallery Brown 




Black Swallowtail 

Oklahoma’s state butterfly, its larvae feed on 
plants from the carrot family including dill, parsley, 
and fennel. 


Mourning Cloak 

Unlike many species that winter as pupae 
caterpillars, the mourning cloak spends wink 
as an adult and frequently is spotted in the ea 
spring months. 


Monarch 

Perhaps the best known 
of all butterflies, the 
monarch species lays its 
eggs on the underside of 
milkweed leaves. 


Red Admiral 

This colorful common butterfly found across the state 
also roams several continents, including Europe, Asia, 
and North America. 


Pearl Crescent 

It can be difficult to identify this common butterfly 
because its size, markings, and color are similar to 
many other species. 
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VISIT MIAMI 
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OKLAHOMA’S 
GRANDEST THEATRE 

Ballet & Opera • Country & Western Acts 
Mystery Tours • Receptions & Meetings 
Silent Movies • Route 66 & Bus Tours 
Jazz & Dance Bands • Recitals & Pageants 
Theatre Organ Performances 

FREE TOURS: 

Tuesday-Friday 10-4 • Saturday 10-12 
918.540.2425 • colemantheatre.org 
103 North Main • Miami, OK 
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Come see original Route 66! 


Miami, Oklahoma, ^ ^ 

is home to the last original ^ . 

stretch of Route 66. The historical V.J 

sidewalk highway draws thousands of visitors ^ :’b b 

from the U.S. and all across the world every year. Miami ' . 

has the longest Main Street on Route 66, and has been named a 
scenic byway for Route 66. But don’t take our word for it. Come stay in one 
of our 400 hotel rooms and see for yourself what Miami has to offer. 


www.visitmiami.okrco • 918.542.^4435 




Outside: gardener spotlight 


"Gardens are a form of autobiography."— Sydney Eddison 


New Girl in Town 

Location, location, location. The host o/Oklahoma 
Gardening has her green thumb on Sooner State growth. 


Wi 


EN OKLAHOMA GARDENINGhost Kimberly Rebek came to Oklahoma from Michigan 
in July 2007, she walked into a whole new world of gardening. Her show on OETA airs on 
Saturdays and Sundays 1 1 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., respectively. — Steffie Corcoran 



What's your earliest 
gardening memory? 

I always loved going to the 
garden center with my mother 
each spring. She let me pick 
out vegetables and flowers to 
plant in our garden. One year 
I insisted on planting peas 
but later regretted it the entire 
time I spent shelling them. 

What product do you 
stock up on? Whether you 
purchase it or produce your 
own, compost is the single 
best thing you can add to your 
garden. It is rich in organic 


matter, which loosens and 
aerates heavy clay and rocky 
soils. It helps poor, sandy soils 
hold onto water longer. And 
compost contains many nutri- 
ents essential to plant growth. 

What are you looking 
forward to growing this 
year? The fruit crops in our 
studio gardens had been all but 
destroyed by the late freeze last 
season, so I am looking forward 
to harvesting peaches this 
year. I also love growing fresh 
herbs and vegetables, cilantro 
with tomatillos, or basil and 
tomatoes. 

What three gardening 
tools or implements 
do you swear by? Every 
gardener needs a good pair 
of hand pruners. I used an 
old, hand-me-down pair for a 
long time and finally replaced 
them last season with a pair 
of Fiskars PowerGear ByPass 
Pruners. Another favorite is 
the 0X0 Good Grips Garden 
Plow, excellent for breaking up 
Oklahoma’s heavy clay soil. The 
GobraHead is a great tool for 
a variety of jobs; it has a sharp, 
narrow tip excellent for weed- 


ing close to plants and also 
works for edging, digging, 
harvesting, you name it. 

What's the most de- 
structive force that 
preys on Oklahoma's 
growing things? 

Weather. This is a land of 
extreme weather. In the few 
short months that I have 
lived in Oklahoma, I have 
experienced floods, tornados, 
and ice storms. Not to men- 
tion the extreme heat that 
regularly plagues plant life. 


‘This is a land of 
extreme weather.’ 

—Kimberly Rebek 

What do you suggest 
Oklahomans try to 
grow in March and 
April? I suggest planting a 
few Oklahoma Proven plants 
in the landscape. Some of 
my favorites are summer 
snapdragon and evening 
primrose. There are many 
perennials that bloom in the 
spring, such as columbine. 
Another plant I enjoyed last 


SHE SHALL OVERCOME: NEW TO GARDENING IN OKLAHOMA 


“Certainly the extreme and rapidly fluctuating weather makes gardening in 
Oklahoma a challenge,” says Kimberly Rebek. “I struggle with the SOIL, too. My 
last garden had rich loam; now I deal with heavy clay. It has been a challenge 
getting a handle on turf. I moved from Michigan, where we only use cool-season 
grasses. Luckily, I have an excellent turf team at OSD to help me with the lawn.” 




summer was blue daze. This is 
an annual ground cover that 
blooms throughout the season. 

It is not Oklahoma Proven and 
will require good irrigation but 
has a wonderful form and color. 
You can sow seeds once the soil 
warms or purchase plugs to 
transplant. 

Which gardening maga- 
zines and books do you 
prefer? I like to flip through 
magazines, usually one that 
relates to my current projects. I 
have used Garden Design a lot 
lately while creating our design 
series. I also enjoy Organic 
Gardening and have recently dis- 
covered Garden Gate, which has 
no advertisements, just gardening 
information. 

What has surprised you 
most about gardening 
here? The size of the cas- 
tor bean plants and banana 
trees. These tropical plants grow 
at least two to three times larger 
in a summer in Oklahoma than 
they would up north. 

What's been your favorite 
single episode or specific 
segment of Oklahoma 
Gardening? I enjoyed the seg- 
ment we did on installing a water 
fountain. Many people have the 
misconception that fountains are 
difficult to install and maintain. I 
was happy to show that it is rela- 
tively easy to add a simple water 
feature to the landscape. 
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Grand Lake O' the Cherokees 
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Northeast Oklahoma's 

FAVORITE LAKE 

Grand Lake offers activities for everyone on and 
off the water. 1 ,300 miles of shoreline and 46,500 
surface acres of water within a four county region! 

Water Sports - Historic Sites - Wildlife Viewing 
Four Wheeling - Fishing - Hunting - Events - Festivals 
Rodeos - Rallies - Golf - Attractions - Casinos 
Horseback Riding - Museums - Live Entertainment 


Visit www.grandlakefun.com 
or call (866) LUV-GRAND to 
request your 

to the four-county 
Grand Lake Region. 


OKLfltlOnfl 
nniivE mim 

800.652.6552 TRAVELOK.COM 


Luxury^Living Homesites • Dockable Waterfront • Gated Community 

Paved Streets, Underground Utilities • Minutes to Marinas, Golf, and Restaurants 
Minutes to Grove Integris Hospital • Owner/Developer Financing 


(3ome to t^L 


me to i-^iay i-^ian to ^ta> 

866-LUV-GRAND 

www.grandlakefun.conn 
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JOAN HENDERSON 


Outside: landsoape 


"Last year was our state centennial. I see this as an opportunity to plant for the next hundred years." —Mark Bays 



Like many hfstGfric areas 
in Oklahoma, the'Heritage 
Hills neighborhood in 
Oklahoma City was hit 
hard during the December 
2007 ice storm. 


_ Oklahoma sweeps nieds^ little extra TLC this spring-as it ' 

"l^ttempts to overcome the devasWtion of the December 2007 ice storm. 


D ecember ice makes 

springtime nice? Not this 
year. Hundreds of thousands 
of trees across Oklahoma 
were damaged in the De- 
cember 2007 ice storm. Now they need 
special care. 

The first step in rehabbing stressed trees is 
to continuously monitor each trees condition. 
As trees bud and bloom, those with hidden 
ailments may begin to show signs of stress, 
such as discolored or sparse leaves or branches 
that die quickly after spring growth. 

Stressed trees are more susceptible to disease 
and insect problems, which lead to further 
deterioration and eventually breakage. By 
spring, trees weakened by the storm may not 
bear the additional weight of leaves combined 

PRUNING 101; A LESSON 

First, make a partial cut several inches from 
the trunk on the underside of the branch. 

Next, several inches from the first cut, cut 
completely through the branch from above. 

Finally, make a clean cut through the branch 
just beyond the branch collar where the 
branch meets the trunk. 


with the high-speed winds that sweep across 
Oklahoma this time of year. Being aware of 
weak branches and removing them safely 
before they break will prevent further damage 
to both tree and property. 

“Do some cleanup of the crown and proper 
trimming to remove stubs, branches, and 
broken areas,” says Mark Bays, urban forestry 
coordinator for the Oklahoma Department 
of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry. 

Proper pruning also leads to healthy trees. 
It s important to remove damaged branches 
safely to avoid tearing the tree (see sidebar), 
which encourages disease and insect infesta- 
tion. Its also necessary to determine a trees 
probability of survival before making the 
decision to remove it entirely. 

“Trees have a remarkable ability to recover 
from these natural disasters,” Bays says. 

A professional arborists assessment is invalu- 
able in deciding whether or not to remove a 
tree. If a tree has suffered a loss of more than 
half its branches, chances are that it won’t 
make it. The Forestry Services website, forestry. 
ok.gov, contains forestry recovery bulletins 
with helpful information, including a list 
of certified arborists. — Rachel Wright 
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RAMSEY CONWAY 


Outside: adventure 


Boadess Boarding 

At COW-C, every day brings a 
wakeboard call. 



A ll THE FUN without the hassle. Since 
the Central Oklahoma Wakeboard 
Center, also known as COW-C, 
opened last July, it s never been easier for 
Oklahomans to enjoy the sport, best described 
as water-skiing on a snowboard. 

At the wakeboard park located in south 
Guthrie, a system of cables tows boarders 
across a 4,500-foot course that circles a ten- 


acre man-made lake. The cables travel at 
twenty miles per hour up to thirty-four 
feet above the water. Tow ropes hang 
from the cables and take boarders on a 
wild ride that lives up to any adventurer’s 
adrenaline-filled dreams. 

Thanks to the cables, the inconvenience 
wakeboarders typically have to endure — 
one person wakeboarding while everyone 


else waits their turn in the boat — is a thing 
of the past. In fact, the hassle of finding 
and towing a boat is eliminated entirely. 
At COW-C, the only strings attached are 
the ones needed to wakeboard. 

“Everybody has fun and gets plenty of 
time to ride,” says owner and retired boat 
salesman Daniel Trotter. All riders — ^young 
and old, novice and advanced — can find 
the right amount of challenge to meet their 
age and ability. If they choose, riders can 
jump off up to a dozen jumps, and there’s 
virtually no limit to how many laps a rider 
can attempt. — Patrick Maddox 

Central Oklahoma Wakeboard Center, 901 
East Camp Drive in Guthrie. (405) 282-9253 
or wakeboardoklahoma.com. 


AM Aboard! THERE’S MORE THAN WAKEBOARDING AT COW-C. 


MIND OVER MATTER: “People say wakeboarding is a lot 
easier than water-skiing,” Daniel Trotter says. “It’s 
more about finesse than muscle.” 

ROADSIDE WONDER: As the largest wakeboard park in the 
nation, COW-C makes an impressive landmark along 
Interstate 35. 


SAFETY FIRST: A Coast Guard-approved life jacket and 
helmet are required for boarders. “We haven’t had any 
injuries,” says Trotter. “A few scratches, but that’s it.” 
ALL IN THE FAMILY: Trotter’S wife Cathie helps at the park, 
and his son Daniel owns and operates the OKC Board 
Shop next door. 
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Outside: ACTIVE 



MARCH 8, 2008 

.SATURDAY 


REGISTRATION BEGINS AT BRONGO LAKE AT- THE- 
UGO GAMPUS IN EDMOND AT 9:30 AM. ' 9.' 

WALKBEGINS AT 10:00 A.M. “ ■ .G . . 




SPONSORED BY: 


Oklahoma 


WOW! 

WORK OF WOMEN 

Inspiring People • Strengthening Communities 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

www.workofwomen.org | 800.242.6387 


COMMUNITY HEALTH CLUB 




The pros take kite flying to 
the highest heights. 


I F OKLAHOMA WEATHERhas any 
sure thing, its spring wind. Why not 
harness its power for fun and fitness? 
April is National Kite Month, and 
weVe asked Oklahoma’s best kiters to 
weigh in on the ups and downs of this all- 
around spring activity. — Cristi Laquer 

FLIGHT PLAN 

Twenty-one years ago, the Spiro Mounds 
Historical Site was in search of an event 
to bring families to the outdoor park. At 
SPIRO MOUNDS KITE ELITE DAY, demonstra- 
tions by experts, make-your-own kiting 
workshops, and free kite giveaways keep 
kids entertained long after they get tired 
and hand the strings off to the adults. “The 
grandparents tend to be the ones Hying them 
after that,” says organizer Dennis Peterson. 
Spiro Mounds Historic Site, (918) 962-2062 
or myspiro.com. 


Home Values 
Are Up In 
Oklahoma! 



Good Thing You're 
in Oklahoma 


While real estate values 
in some states decreased 
during the past 1 2 months, 
home values in Oklahoma 
increased in 2007. 

Home values throughout our state are 
up, and owning a home Is still one of 
the best Investments you can make. 
Oklahomans are buying and selling 
homes every day - and an Oklahoma 
REALTOR® can show you how. 


For more information visit our website whyrealtorswork.com 


LOCATION IS EVERYTHING 

Tom Arbster, owner of KINETIC KITES in 
Oklahoma City, can be spotted kiting near 
Lake Hefner many weekends. The areas 
lack of trees makes it ideal, and not just 
for avoiding entanglements. “Trees and 
buildings cause turbulence,” Arbster says. 
“That’s why Lake Hefner is also good for 
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in the Air 

sailing — if there’s no big forest along the 
shores, the wind will be more constant.” 
Experts also recommend the Tulsa Kite 
Field on that city’s east side. Kinetic Kites, 
(405) 722-5483 or kinetickites.com. 

DANGER ZONE 

Like any outdoor sport, kiting has RISKS. 
Arbster recommends flying when the tem- 
perature is between flfiy and ninety degrees 
to avoid chill and heat stroke. Electrical 
shock is another serious risk to kiters, who 
never should fly near power lines or during 
a thunderstorm. 

THE RIGHT KITE 

Kite VARIETIES are determined by the 
number of strings used to control them. 
Single-line kites allow very little steering. 
Two-line kites allow some stunts, and 
four-line kites include power kites and 
stunt kites like the Revolution. In general, 
the number of strings on your kite should 
grow with your skill level. 

EXTREME KITING 

The irresistible pull of the KITE on a string 
has led many to use it for propulsion. Kinetic 
Kites sells $400 kite buggies that can be 
pulled by a large power kite. Rollerblading 
behind a kite is a more economical option. 
Kiteboarding, an activity similar to wake- 
boarding, is gaining in popularity. 






Relish the famous BBQi steaks and seafood 
specialties that have made Freddie’s a favorite Route 
66 destination. We promise to make your day. 




Sit Down. 

Stay Awhile. 


NEW EXIT OFF OF TURNER TURNPIKE! 

Exit 218A, turn right at the stoplight, go down 
about 2/10 of a mile and you're at Freddie's! 







4 , A, 


Plains Indians & Pioneer Museum 
Crystal Beach Park 
Boiling Springs State Park 
Alabaster Caverns State Park 
Little Sahara State Park 


WOODWARD 

Chamber of Commerce 


1006 Oklahoma Avenue 
Woodward, OK 73802 
(800) 364'5352 
woodwardchamber.com 
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Outside 


By Mike Brake * Photography by R.E. Lindsey 





One couple’s combined horse sense 

HAS EORGED A RIDERS’ NIRVANA IN 
SOUTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA. 


W HEN ELFIE BOWL- 
ING walks out the 
back door of her Horse 
Heaven Ranch in rural 
LeFlore County, she 
sees a red mark on a soaring pine tree. 
Here, it seems to say, begins the last pristine 
forest in Oklahoma. 

Horse Heaven equestrian resort is seven 
miles east of Talihina and just south of the 
famed Talimena Scenic Drive through the 
Winding Stair and Kiamichi Mountains. 
The 110-acre ranch is bordered by the 
Ouachita National Forest, the only national 
forest preserve in Oklahoma. 

“We are totally off the beaten path,” says 
Bowling, who with boyfriend and partner 
Dudley Black bought Horse Heaven in 2004, 


“but we have had guests come from as far 
away as Switzerland to ride our trails.” 
Alfred Fuentez is one of many Texans cross- 
ing the border to ride at Horse Heaven. 

“It s awesome,” says Fuentez, who brings 
his wife Carla from their Van Alstyne, Texas, 
home to Horse Heaven every Thanksgiving 
to celebrate her birthday. “The trails, the 
people, the friends we’ve met here. You 
won’t get better riding than this.” 

Horse Heaven boasts six modern cabins, 
thirty-two well-spaced recreational vehicle 
sites, and Elfie Bowling and Dudley Black’s 
hospitality. Most of all, it connects trail 
riders to a hundred miles of marked and 
impeccably maintained riding trails that 
wind up and over wooded mountains into 
the Ouachita National Forest. 
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Outside 


T tiE PINE AND hardwood for- 
est stretches from west-central 
Arkansas into LeFlore County. 
Like Oklahoma, it celebrated 
its centennial in 2007. President 
Theodore Roosevelt signed a proclamation 
creating the Ouachita National Forest on 
December 18, 1907. 

Ouachita is adapted from the tribal word 
Washita, which means “good hunting grounds.” 
The first non-Native American to find it so 
was Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto, who 
wandered east after discovering the Mississippi 
River in 1 54 1 and briefly surveyed the densely 
wooded region. 

Writer Washington Irving, traveling through 
what would become Oklahoma in 1 832, de- 
scribed the forests in A Tour on the Prairies. 

“We were overshadowed by lofty trees,” 
Irving wrote, “with straight, smooth trunks, 
like stately columns; and as the glancing rays of 
the sun shone through the transparent leaves, 
tinted with the many-colored hues of autumn, 
I was reminded of the effect of sunshine 
among the stained windows and clustering 
columns of a Gothic cathedral. Indeed, there 
is a grandeur and solemnity in our spacious 
forests of the West.” 

The mountains that cover the area may be 
the last place in Oklahoma where a stroll of a 
hundred yards can take a visitor from a modern 
cabin to the same conditions the first explorers 
and immigrants experienced. 

The forest is much as De Soto found it 450 
years ago. Because of carefully controlled log- 
ging in recent decades, it is virtually unchanged 
from the sight that caused Irving to compare it 
to a cathedral. The forest also is tied deeply to 
the history of southeastern Oklahoma. 

The Cherokees and other civilized tribes 
moved just north of the forest along the Trail 
of Tears as they left their ancestral homes in the 
southeast for the new Indian Territory. “Hang- 
ing Judge” Isaac Parkers marshals ranged the 
forest in search of outlaws like Belle Starr in the 
1 880s. There’s even an aptly named Horsethief 
Springs Trail that wanders through the forest, 
marking the route followed by rustlers as they 
moved pilfered stock from Arkansas for resale 
in the territory. 

Those forests once spanned much of the 
land between the Mississippi and the foot- 
hills of the Rockies, but most are gone now, 
toppled for development and agriculture. 
The Ouachita remains. It is the destination 
of choice and the primary draw for most 
visitors to Horse Heaven. 
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Dozens of public equestrian trails 
run through the Ouachita National 
Forest, giving riders the option to 
ride high for a fantastic view or dip 
down into dense valleys. 




"Wl; ARE TOTALLY OFF THE BEATEN PATH, BUT 
WE HAVE HAO GUESTS COME FROM AS FAR 
AWAY AS SWITZERLANO TO RlOE OUR TRAILS." 


ORSE HEAVEN IS a 
modern resort, designed 
specifically for visitors 
and their horses. Guests 
can choose from cabins, 
RV platforms, or tent camping, but beside 
every living space is a sturdy barn and cor- 
ral. Bowling says some weekends bring an 
overflow crowd to Horse Heaven and as 
many as a hundred horses. 

Horse Heaven sponsors a half-dozen trail 
rides each year in conjunction with the 
American Quarter Horse Association and 
the American Paint Horse Association, along 
with evening dinners and entertainment. 
But most guests are content simply to ride 
at their own pace on unorganized outings, 
whenever and wherever they choose. In fact. 
Horse Heaven guests are usually in one of 
three stages: preparing to ride, riding, or 
talking enthusiastically about the ride they 
just completed. 

There are different trails for different levels 
of riders. Bowling says. Beginner trails are 
flatter and wider, while more advanced trails 
follow steeper inclines up the mountains 
and may have more natural obstacles like 
creek crossings and rocky terrain. 

“We do have greenhorns and beginners,” 
she says. “We also have veteran trail riders 




What Is Competitive Trail Riding? 

A PRIMER FOR THE UNINITIATED 


Unlike most organized 
equestrian competitions like 
dressage or jumping, competitive 
trail riding is more relaxed and 
less formal, competitive trail 
RIDES can span one, two, or three 
days and up to ninety miles, and 
special consideration is given to 
maintaining and protecting the 
health and condition of the horse. 

A trail ride follows a marked 
route, and timing is important, but 


there are penalties for completing 
the route too slowly or too quickly. 
Some trail rides require riders to 
use specific paces — ^trot, walk, or 
canter, for instance — and to hit 
waypoints on a specific schedule. 
Even in the most competitive 
events, the primary goal is to take 
a relaxing ride with nature. 

Several groups sponsor 
organized trail rides, including 
those touting the benefits 


of the quarter horse and the 
paint horse. The largest such 
group is the North American 
Trail Ride Conference (natrc. 
org). In Oklahoma, competitive 
and pleasure rides also are 
sponsored by the Oklahoma 
Equestrian Trail Ride Association 
(oklahomahorseonline.com/ 
oetra/home). Horse Heaven hosts 
several organized and competitive 
trail rides each year. 
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Outside 


THERE ARE NQ HIGHWAYS, NO POWER LINES, 
NO SIGNS OF CIVILIZATION AT ALL. 




who come six or eight times a year.” The 
trails begin at the edge of Horse Heaven’s 
property which is entirely surrounded by 
the Ouachita. Every Horse Heaven cabin 
and RV site lies within a brief walk of one 
or more trailheads. 

Bowling and Black first discovered Horse 
Heaven as guests in 2003. The Killeen, 
Texas, natives who still maintain a home 
there shuttle from Texas to Horse Heaven 
to manage the ranch. 

Guests are asked to bring their own 
feed and equipment for their horses. 
Horse Heaven does not rent horses, but 
its barns and corrals are modern and well 
maintained, and the ranch also has a large 
outdoor riding arena where guests can 
exercise their animals. 

Facilities also include wash racks for 
horses and bathhouses and restrooms for 
human guests who opt for RV or tent 
camping. Every RV site also has outdoor 
cooking and picnic facilities. Firewood is 
abundant. Guests can simply stroll a few feet 
into the forest and pick up ample deadfall. 
The ranch also has stocked fishing ponds. 
Guests often augment their groceries with 
a fresh-caught fish dinner. 

Despite the fact that Horse Heaven 
has a website and has been recognized in 
national equestrian magazines. Bowling 
says most guests learn of its attractions 
by word of mouth. Many then become 
repeat visitors. 

Jimmy Ghambers of Warner spent 
Thanksgiving weekend at Horse Heaven 
with several friends. 

“I like the facilities,” he says. “You don’t 
see candy wrappers and pop cans on the 
trails.” Bowling says that is a tribute to the 
close partnership between Horse Heaven 
management and rangers from the Forestry 
Service, who work together to maintain the 
hundred miles of riding trails stretching 
from her back door into the forest. 

James Gato of Webbers Falls also is en- 
thusiastic about the trails, which are clearly 
marked with blazes and arrows on trees. 

“We’ve been coming for the last four years,” 
he says as he sits beside a crackling fire. 





Elf ie Bowling escorts Senor Paint to a stall in the 
Barnmaster. Six 12-by-1 2-foot stalls offer horses 
a warm and comfortable spot to rest. 
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Fuentez, who met four other couples 
at Horse Heaven for Thanksgiving, smells 
the cool, woodsy air and smiles. “You and 
your horses,” he sighs, “just getting back to 
nature.” 

“There’s no clear-cutting in a national 
forest,” says guest Melissa Neal of Meeker, 
who was on her second trip to Horse Heaven. 
“It’s a wonderful place.” 

Horse Heaven guests inevitably cite the 
pristine condition of the Ouachita National 
Forest as the ranch’s central attraction. Enter 
one of the marked trails, and within minutes, 
the forest has closed around you and your horse. 
Only a few logging roads cross the forest. 

There are no highways, no power lines, no 
signs of civilization at all. The horse’s hooves 
sink into soft leaves and sandy soil or strike 
an occasional spark from a half-buried rock. 
The forest is thick with deer, fox, wild turkey, 
and other wildlife — Bowling says bear have 
been reported at a nearby lake — and the only 
sound is the calling of birds. 

Bowling said the attractions bring near- 
capacity crowds to Horse Heaven for holiday 


weekends, when a hundred or more guests 
may fill the cabins and RV sites. Other 
busy seasons are spring, when the forest is 
greening out, and fall, when its leaves are 
turning into Irving’s “many-colored hues 
of autumn.” 

Other equestrian parks have their attrac- 
tions, but few have such proximity to a pristine 
forested wilderness with well-maintained and 
marked trails. Some riders will leave the ranch 
at dawn and not return until dusk, traversing 
miles of mountain trails, lunching along the 
way, and reliving an era lost to even the most 
dedicated trail riders. 

“You can ride for hours and not see any- 
thing but the woods,” Bowling says as she 
fields another call from a potential guest. To 
her caller, she says, “And how many horses 
will you be bringing?” 

Horse Heaven Ranch is seven miles east of 
Talihina on State Highway 63. Cabin rentals 
range from $142 to $1 75, and RV sites and barn 
stalls for horses rent for $20 per night. (800) 
514-6773 or horseheavenranchresort.com. 
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500+ Farm & Ranch Attractions, Vacations & Events! 
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1.800.652.6552 | TRAVELOK.COM 

OKLAHOMA TOURISM AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT | OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND FORESTRY 



OKLAHOMAW/i 

AGRITOURISM 




BLACK MESA 
BED & BREAKFAST 

Stay in a suite, bunkhouse room, downstairs 
room or upper room in a 100-year-old rock 
ranch house. Explore Black Mesa Nature 
Preserve, watch for birds, hike Oklahoma's 
Highest Point, walk along the Dry Cimarron 
River Valley, or sit and visit a spell. 



Bed & Breakfast 


P.O.Box 81 I Kenton, OK | bmbb1.com 
580-261-7443 | 1-800-821-7204 | bmbb1@juno.com 



CHIMNEY ROCK HOLLOW 

BED & BREAKFAST ANDTROUT FISHERY 

Come stay in a stream-side cabin and fish the day away in our private mile-long stream, teaming 
with trout! We go to incredible lengths to satisfy the needs of our guests. Perfect for weddings, 
family reunions, corporate gatherings, and other special events. Ask about our annual trout 
fishing memberships! We are Oklahoma's most exclusive and privately owned trout fishery. 



3219 S. 4451 I Salina, OK | chimneyrockhollowok.com | 918-479-8084 | 918-260-6375 




500+ FARM AND RANCH ATTRACTIONS, VACATIONS & EVENTS! 




OUR FIELD OF DREAMS RANCH 

Located on 65 rolling acres in Central Oklahoma, just minutes south of 1-40, about 40 minutes east 
of Oklahoma City, Our Field of Dreams has been raising a variety of alpacas for almost fifteen years. 

See how a real alpaca ranch operates and meet some of nature's most adorable domesticated 
creatures. Visit the showroom where home-spun alpaca fleece is available for purchase. 


Qur ‘Tie(t£cf'Di-eams 

Shawnee | 8 Oakridge Drive 
405-273-9234 | Cell: 405-202-9967 
alpacagal@aol.com | www.ourfieldofdreams.net 



PRAIRIE SONG 
FRONTIERVILLAGE 

Tucked away in the rolling hills of Northeast 
Oklahoma is a 25-building frontier 
museum complete with period artifacts. 
Located on a historic Centennial Ranch, 
Prairie Song is preserving Oklahoma's past, 
one story and one building at a time. 

H&i 

402621 W. 1600 Rd | Dewey, OK 
918-534-2662 | prairiesong.net 



SAND HILL VINEYARDS 


Sand Hill Vineyards creates award-winning 
wines that rival any in the U.S. Oklahoma's 
combination of sun, rain, and even wind 
play into what the French call "terrior." 

We call it Oklahoma Wine. We know you'll 
enjoy it. Visit our 1-40 tasting room soon. 

¥ 

S<x*td 

VINEYARDS 

26460 Hwy 281 Spur | Geary, OK 
(1/4mileNofl-40exit108) | 405-884-5570 
sandhillvineyards.samsbiz.com 



SHATTUCKWINDMILL 

MUSEUM 

Imagine making the Land Run in 1893 and 
building a dugout of caliche rock to live in 
until lumber could be brought in for a little 
story-and-a-half farmhouse. The windmill 
made it all possible. And today, you can 
see all of this including over 50 vintage 
mills at Shattuck Windmill Museum. 



Shattuck I Junction ofHwy 283 and Hwy 15 
580-938-2818 | 580-938-5291 
www.shattuckwindmillmuseum.org 



VALLEY VINEYARDS 

With wines suited for every taste-and 
immaculate facilities-Valley Vineyards 
& Winery is the perfect location for your 
next special event. From weddings and 
receptions to reunions and corporate 
gatherings, we are an ideal host for a 
perfect day with your friends and family. 



Pauls Valley | 601 N. Butler Rd. 
valleyvineyardswinery.com | 405-207-9829 
1-35 westside access road between exits 72 and 74 





Oklahoma Events 




East Central University Presents the 3rd Annual 


Scissortail Creative Writing riestiVa 

April 2005 

ADA, OKALHOMA 

THREE DAY FESTIVAL - MORE THAN 50 AUTHORS, INCLUDING: 

Dayna Dun5AR, Diane Glancy, Phil Heldrich, 
Carol Hamilton, Steven Schroeder, 

Tim T ingle, and Rilla Askew 


Festival information: 580-559-5557 or 559-5440 

www.ecok.edu/scissortail 





See 1 00 booths, free door prize drawings, and free home improvement demonstrations. 
Admission: $3 for Adults • 5 and under FREE • Seniors 65+ FREE 

Bring a Pepsi can and save $1 on admission! 

Saturday March 29, 10am - 6pm 
Sunday March 30, Noon - 5pm 


For more information, call or visit The Clinton Chamber of Commerce at www.clintonok.org or (580) 323-2222 


I 




Come enjoy great 
entertainment, fun and dance 

Parade o Czech Crystal & Jewelry 

Arts & Crafts o Beautiful Ethnic Costumes 

For More Information, 

Call (405) 567=4866 

or visit praguekolachefestivaLcom ^ 



FREE OUTDOOR 
CONCERT 
OPEN CRUISE 




HiirM,2008 

DOWNTOWN SQUARE ALTUS, OKLAHOMA 
STARTS FRIDAY AT 7m & SATURDAY AT 7>» 


CAR SHOW (7am) 
BURNOUT CONTEST 
STEREO SOUNDOFF 
TAILGATE PARTIES 


(MMUR [MMuSb 


WALKIN’ ON CHALK 
MARCH 29, 2008 9am - 3pm 

COTTON PICKIN’ CHILI COOK-OFF 
OCTOBER 4, 2008 9am - 3pm 


CLASSIC CLOSED 
CRUISE 

M 


ntn 

Mnln 

ALTUS 


CANDY CANE "SWEET” STAKES 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2008 


FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
(580) 482-2277 
MAINSTREETALTUS.COM 



More Than $00 Veni?ors 


o> 

ir> 




Come to the 2003 tn \9 Home Show! 

Frifay, April 25 

5 TO 8 F.M. 


•S 




Saturpay, April 26 
9 A.M. TO 7 F.M. 

SuNPAY, April 27 
1 1 A.M. TO 5 P.M 


Chisholm Trail Expo Center 
Ehip, Okuhoma 


















Calendar 


"Some people feel the rain. Others just get wet." —Bob Dylan 


Events Guide 

Statewide Activities and Happenings 


,366 

^9ces to Go & 

*ningstoDo 


By Vallery Brown 


Ardmore 

The Charles P. Goddard Center 401 First Ave SW. Mar 

1-29, Charles Rushton Photography Exhibit. Mar 4, 
Profiles & Perspectives: Discover Oklahoma. Mar 6, 
Borealis Wind Quintet. Apr 1 -30, All Schools Exhibit. 
Apr 17-20, Greater Tuna. (580) 226-0909 

Nick Gelona: I’m Just Getting Started Mar 6-9, 
Williams-Vaughn Theater. (580) 226-9278 
Twilight Easter Egg Extravaganza Mar 15, Regional 
Park. (580) 223-7765 

Business Expo & Outdoor Living Show Mar 29, 

Ardmore Convention Center. (580) 226-2862 

Bartlesville 

Bartlesville Community Center 300 SE Adams. Apr 7, 
Blast. Apr 21 , Movin’ Out. (91 8) 336-2787 

Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 1925 
Woolaroc. Mar 22, Easter Egg Hunt. Apr 11-13, 
Spring Traders Encampment. (918) 336-0307 
The Miracle Worker Apr 3-6, Theater Bartlesville. (918) 
336-1900 

Chickasha 

Grady County Fairgrounds 500 E Choctaw. Mar 7-8, 
Home & Garden Show. Mar 8, Toy Tractor Show. Mar 
1 3-1 5, Pre-War Swap Meet. Apr 23, Grady County 
Women’s Health Forum. (405) 224-2031 
University of Science and Arts Oklahoma 1 727 W 
Alabama. Mar 4, Shakespeare’s The Tempest. April 3, 
Montmartre Chalk Art Festival. (405) 224-3140 
Murder, You Must Be Kidding! Apr 4-1 2, Chickasha 
Community Theatre. (405) 224-9021 

Claremore 

Claremore Expo Center 400 Veterans Parkway. Mar 
1-2, Spring Livestock Show. Mar 7-9, Monster 
Truck Show. Mar 13-15, Green Country Ham Fest. 
Mar 21 -23, TOMA Sports USTRC Team Roping. Mar 
21-30, Claremore Kennel Club Dog Show. (918) 
342-5357 

Robson Performing Arts Center 101 E Stuart Roosa. 
Mar 8, Irving Berlin’s I Love a Piano. Apr 5-6, Star 
Quest International Dance Competition. (918) 
699-7390 

Easter Egg Hunt Mar 22, Will Rogers Stampede Arena. 
(918) 341-8688 


Duncan 

Duncan Lake 293 W Main. Mar 29-30, Disc Golf Tournament. 
(580) 255-9397 

Simmons Center 800 Chisholm Trail Parkway. Mar 13, Edgar 
Cruz. Apr 1 8-26, On Golden Pond. Apr 26, Stampede 
5KWalk/Run. (580) 252-2900 

Chisholm Trail Casino TwoBulls Challenge Mar 21 -22, 
Chisholm Trail Stephens County Fair & Expo Center. (580) 
255-3231 

Cruisin’ the Chisholm Trail Car & Motorcycle Show Apr 

19, Main Street. (580) 252-8696 
Spring Bluegrass Festival Apr 24-27, Shady Oaks RV Park. 
(580) 255-7042 

Duncan Lake Trail Ride Apr 26-27, Duncan Lake. (580) 
252-5292 

Edmond 

Mitchell Hall Theatre University & Main. Mar 1 -2, La 
Perichole. Mar 6-8, Kaleidoscope Dancers in Concert. 

Mar 1 1 , UCO Symphony & the University Choirs. Mar 
1 2, UCO Symphonic Band Concert. Mar 1 3, UCO Wind 
Symphony. Apr 3-6, Steel Pier. Apr 8, Blast. Apr 24-27, 
Metamorphoses. Apr 29, UCO Symphony Orchestra/ 
Chamber Orchestra Concert. Apr 30, Symphonic Band. 
(405) 974-3375 

UCO Jazz Lab 1 00 E 5th. Mar 1 , The Burton Band. Mar 3, 
Apr 1 4, 21 , 24, Student Jazz Ensemble Concert. Mar 4-6, 
Latin Festival. Mar 7, Apr 4, Shortt Dogg. Mar 8, Apr 5, 
Smilin’ Vic. Mar 1 4, Apr 1 1 , Miss Brown to You. Mar 1 5, 
Brigade. Mar 21 , Apr 1 8, AJ & Why Not. Mar 22, Michael 
Summers. Mar 28, Apr 1 8, Brian Gorrell. Mar 29, Apr 
25, Big G. Apr 3, Mitch Bell. Apr 1 2, Stacy Kent. (405) 
359-7989 

Spring Garden & Produce Market Apr 1 2-26, Festival 
Market Place. (405) 359-4630 

El Reno 

Redlands Community College Fine Art Gallery 

1 300 S Country Club. Mar 1 -1 6, 2007 Gordon Parks 
Photography Competition Finalist Exhibition. Mar 31 -Apr 
30, Redlands Community College Student Show & 
Showcase. (405) 262-2552 

El Reno Heritage & Arts Festival Apr 1 2, Downtown. 
(405) 262-1188 

Fort Reno Ghost Tours Mar 1 5, Apr 1 9, Historic Fort 
Reno. (405) 262-3987 


Enid 

Garfield County Fairgrounds 1 1 1 W Purdue. Mar 1 -3, 
Northwest District Junior Livestock Show. Apr 5, Corvette 
Expo. Apr 25-27, Enid Home Show. (580) 237-0238 
Gaslight Theatre 221 N Independence. Mar 1-2, Twelfth 
Night. Apr 4-1 2, Misery. (580) 234-2307 
Smokin’ Red Dirt Cook-off & Music Festival Apr 11-12, 
Downtown Enid. (580) 233-6600 
Waverly Historic Homes Parlor Tour Apr 1 3, Waverly 
Historic District. (580) 234-21 97 
Enid Symphony Auxiliary Tea Apr 1 9, Enid Symphony 
Center. (580) 233-1 428 

Grove 

Opening Day at Har-Ber Village Mar 1 , Har-Ber Village. 
(918) 786-3488 


OETA Program Notes 


MARCH 

5: Osmond’s 50th Anniversary Reunion, 

7 p.m. 

The Osmonds reunite for a concert special 
in Las Vegas. 

10: Bob Dylan Live in Newport, 7 p.m. 

A collection of Bob Dylans performances at 
the Newport Folk Festival documents his shifi 
from acoustic to electric. 

17: Writing Out Loud, 10:30 p.m. 

Teresa Miller interviews Oklahoma Today 
editor in chief Louisa McCune-Flmore. 

APRIL 

23: National Geographies Strange Days 
on Planet Earth, 8 p.m. 

Film star Fdward Norton hosts 
this special that spotlights the effect 
humans have on water sources. 

27 to May 1: CARRIER, 8 p.m. 

This reality show documents the 
personal and professional lives of 
admirals, sailors, and fighter pilots 
aboard the USS Nimitz, a nuclear 
aircraji carrier. 


OklahomaToday.com 
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"Spring is nature's way of saying, let's party" 

—Robin Williams 


March Ale 



Yourself or someone 
like you oughta know 
that Matchbox Twenty 
and Alanis Morissette 
combine forces tonight 
at the Ford Center in 
downtown Oklahoma 
City 7 p.m. 



16 

The Grand Lake Boat 
& Sport Show at the 

Grove Civic Center 
looks ahead to summer 
with a sale featuring 
watercrafts, ATVs, 

RVs, and fishing 
tackle. 10 a.m. 


23 


30 

Dogs from all over the 
country journey to 
Oklahoma to compete 
in the Dog Iron Classic 
Dog Show at the Clare- 
more Expo Center. 


Walking through Lo- 
vera’s Itahan Grocery 

in Krebs is like a tour of 
Italy itself Make sure to 
sample the homemade 
cheese and sausage. 

7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
iloveitalian.com. 

◄ 10 

The interactive Cono- 
co Museum in Ponca 
City is a great pit stop 
for anyone interested in 
the fascinating industry 
that fuels Oklahoma. 1 
to 5 p.m. conocomu- 
seum.com. 

17 

Something doesn’t add 
up in Two Marys, Five 
Jacks & One \^ry Big 
Shoe at the Oklahoma 
Children’s Theatre. It 
will have kids on the 
edges of their seats. 1 1 
a.m. Through April 4. 


24 


4 T 

If you think you know 
cello repertoire, you 
don’t know the RastreUi 
Cello Quartet. Catch 
the foursome at the 
Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center. 8 p.m. Through 
Marchs, r 



Annie’s hard-knock 
life makes for a toe- 
tapping show at the 
Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center. The musical is 
performed by a touring 
Broadway troupe. 7:30 
p.m. Through March 9. 


12 

The Toy and Action 
Figure Museum in 

Pauls Valley shows that 
toys may change, but 
kids always stay the 
same. The Action Figure 
Hall of Fame is a must- 
see. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


18 

The hobby of all hobbies 
is on display at the RS 
& K Railroad Museum 
in Sayre, where the 
Killians have more than 
250 trains and 200 
pieces of memorabilia. 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. 


19 

Vernal Equinox Walks 

offer the perfect time 
to view the Spiro 
Mounds. Strolls include 
archaeologist lecmres 
about the significance of 
the equinox. 1 1 a.m., 2 
p.m., and 7 p.m. 


31 ► 

Did Vikings visit 
Oklahoma? Take a trip 
to the Heavener Rune- 
stone State Park, lo- 
cated on U.S. Highway 
59 near Heavener. 



26 

Who doesn’t like 
Vietnamese food? Pho 
Bulous Noodle & 

Grill in Edmond is a 
destination for anyone 
who has a hankering for 
spring rolls, stir-fry, and 
delicious pho. 


A 6 

The fumre of automo- 
tive design comes to 
the Oklahoma City 
Fairgrounds for the 

Oklahoma Qty Inter- 
national Auto Show. 

Through March 9. 


Put your chili where 
your mouth is during 
the Big Red Chih 
Cook-ofF in Waurika. 
The winner takes home 
the Big Red Chili Pot 
until next year’s compe- 
tition. 5 p.m. 


By Cristi Laquer 

mmsr 

1 

Things are swinging in 
Tulsa. The Texas Play- 
boys heat up the night 
at the annual Bob Wills 
Birthday Celebration 
at Cain’s Ballroom in 
Tulsa. 6:30 p.m. 

8 

Those seeking a less 
traditional meat should 
stop by Emu Only in 
Afton. The store also 
offers leather goods and 
decorated eggs. 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Thursdays 
through Samrdays. 


13 ► 

Originally a movie set, 
Sipokni West is also a 
tourist attraction just 
outside Reagan. Built 
with old west period 
materials, the town hosts 
several annual events. 1 1 
a.m. to 8 p.m. 



20 

From horseless car- 
riages to trains, the 
Chickasha Pre-War 
Swap Meet doesn’t 
have it all; it has it all 
between 1895 and 
1945. 7 a.m. Through 
March 22. 


21 

The best bow-legged 
riders compete at the 
Chisholm Trail Casino 
Two Bulls Challenge 

at the Stephens County 
Fair & Expo Center 
in Duncan. 7:30 pm. 
Through March 22. 


15 

Boo! Paranormal smdy 
clubs take a scientific ap- 
proach to spooky during 
the Fort Reno Ghost 
Tours in El Reno. Other 
attractions include 
walking tours of historic 
buildings. 7:30 p.m. 


22 

The 101 Ranch 
Collectors’ Western 
Memorabiha Show at 

the Hutchins Memorial 
Auditorium in Ponca 
City feamres collectibles, 
from real history to 
movie props. 8 a.m. 


27 ► 

Bellies will be satisfied 
when local restaurants 
showcase their good 
tastes at the Robertson 
Activity Center for ^ 
one day only to pro- 
vide a Taste ofYukon. 
5:30 p.m. 



29 

Want to know how to 
feed hungry troops? It 
helps to have a 1 9th- 
century Army bake 
oven like the one that 
will be exhibited dur- 
ing Pubhc Bake Day at 
Fort Gibson. 10 a.m. 
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Oklahoma 

TODAY 




\^y^/ne4ycca^ 

Never before has Oklahoma been photographed with such sincerity and 
perspective. Renowned photographer Scott Raffe expertly captures over 
300 images of an America you thought was all but gone. Beautifully 
printed and bound, this book is sure to become a centerpiece of your 
collection. Designed by Carl Brune. Written by Libby Bender. Hardcover. 
351 Pages. $49.95 




Relive our centennial year again and again with Oklahoma Today's Centennial 
Collectors Series. This incredible value includes all eight centennial issues in an 
attractive slipcase. Filled with compelling features and stunning photography, 
these issues are sure to become a treasured keepsake and an irreplaceable source 
for everything Oklahoma! $ 39-95 






The Oklahoma Heritage Association teams up with the Oklahoma Tourism and 
Recreation Department to bring you this incredible salute to Oklahoma's fascinating 
past and promising future. Watch some of your favorite Oklahoma celebrities 
comment on Oklahoma's grand evolution into the state we know and love today. 

58 minutes. $i9-95 



I 


OKLAHOMATODAY.COM 


800.777. I 793 
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"Take my hand, weTl make it, I swear." — Bon Jovi 



By Raya-Gabrielle Ramsey 


Exotic sounds are travel- 
ing north to the South 
of the Border concert in 
Bartlesville. From Mexi- 
can Baroque to South 
American mnes, this gig 
presents a melodious 

mix. A A 


A 1 

Read Charmed, the 
story of a girl who trains 
to become an adult 
vampire, by Broken 
Arrow mother-daughter 
team P.C. Cast and 
Kristin Cast. $8.95. 
stmartins.com. 



A 20 


14 

How does your litde 
Oklahoma garden grow? 
Pamper it by adding 
spring bulbs like cannas 
and elephant ears from 
Horn Seed Co. in 
Oklahoma City. 


21 


Whet your appetite 
at the Taste of Home 
Cooking Show in Bar- 
tlesville, a live cooking 
event with door prizes 
and local products at the 
Bardesville Community 
Center. 5 p.m. 


Spring is in full swing 
at Cinnamon Bay 
Candles in Broken Ar- 
row. White Lilacs, Fresh 
Linen, and Lavender 
Blossoms soy candles 
celebrate aromas of the 
season. $4.25 to $16.50. 


15 ^ 

Bon Jovi’s Lost 
Highway World Tour 
will make a stop at the 
Ford Center in Okla- 
homa City. American 
Idol fans take note: 
Chris Daughtry’s band 
opens. 7:30 p.m. 

22 




Visit the early West. 
Reenactors take visitors 
back to the 1 800s at the 
Mountain Man Fur 
Trade Rendezvous at 
the Fort Washita His- 
toric Site near Durant. 9 
a.m. Through April 6. 


Greek is where it’s at. 
Zorha’s Mediterranean 
Cuisine in Oklahoma 
City is the place to go 
for a delicious variety 
of meats, hummus, 
baklava, and warm pita 
bread. 



Lace up your corset 
and grab a mrkey leg at 
Norman’s Medieval Fair 
at Reaves Park, where 
jousting knights will 
bring the Middle Ages 
to life. 10 a.m. Through 
April 6. 



T 5 

This ain’t Disney. Bring 
your own Darlings to 
the Oklahoma City 
Museum of Art for a 
showing of the 1924 
classic film Peter Pan. 
5:30 and 8 p.m. 


10 

No need to hang laun- 
dry outside for a fresh 
scent. Earth-friendly 
made-in-Tulsa deter- 
gent, Symphony, has 
a clean smell. $16.49. 
johnbullchemical.com. 


11 

The Gaslight Theatre 
cast in Enid will send 
chills up the spine with 
Stephen King’s Misery. 
It may not star Kathy 
Bates, but it’s still a 
thriller. 8 p.m. Through 
April 12. 



17 

The Oklahoma State 
Fiddlers Convention 

will get you tapping 
your toes in Elk City. 
Musicians will provide 
enough melody for three 
days of concerts. 6 p.m. 
Through April 19. 

24 


18 

Dig in at the Family 
Fossil Field Trip at the 

Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Namral 
History in Norman. 
Visitors will learn about 
the trilobites era and 
visit a dig site. 7 p.m. 

▼ 25 


19 

Grab your leather jacket 
and head to the Cruisin’ 
the Chisholm Trail 
Poker Run motorcycle 
show in Duncan. You 
just might win a 
motorcycle while you’re 
there. 8 a.m. 

26 


Who better to teach 
kindness than our furry 
friends? Children will 
have a ball at the Litde 
River Zoo’s Kids for 
Kindness Earth Day 
Festival at Reaves Park 
in Norman. Noon. 


History is reborn as 
elementary smdents 
across the state gather 
at the Harn Homestead 
to play characters from 
1889 in the Land Run 
Reenactment in Okla- 
homa City. 10 a.m. 


Oklahoma City wel- 
comes the season with 
the Festival of the Arts. 
The creative celebration 
is filled with culmred 
affairs like fine art and 
culinary art. 1 1 a.m. 
Through April 27. 


Prepare for the April 
showers that bring 
May flowers in style 
by busting out your 
colorfrilOUorOSU 
umbrella next time it 
rains. $34.95. tailgate- 
town.com. 



27 ^ 

Get the scoop on 
Oklahoma’s bad-to-the 
bone history with the 
book 100 Oklahoma 
Outlaws, Gangsters, 
andLaumten 
1839-1939. $13.56. 
pelicanpub.com. 


29 

There’s never a 
dull moment in the 
Broadway musical, 
Gypsy, at the Civic 
Center Music Hall in 
Oklahoma City. 7:30 
p.m. Through May 4. 


30 

Wake up and smell 
the flowers at Honor 
Heights Park, where 
Muskogee celebrates 
the bright blossoms of 
thousands of flowers 
all month long at the 
Azalea Festival. 


Banjo pickin’ and 
guitar strummin’ rule 
the Spring Bluegrass 
Festival in Duncan. 
The fiddle and bass 
guitar will make ap- 
pearances, too. 1 p.m. 
Through April 27. 


Over the river and 
through the woods 
you’ll go during the 
annual J-D Annual 
Spring Mountain Trail 
Ride at J-D Trail Riding 
Camp in Octavia. 
Through April 27. 


Queens of the night 
will flock to Mozart’s 
The Magic Flute, the 
final show of Tulsa’s 
opera season at the 
Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center. 7:30 p.m. 
Through May 4. 
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On IMEIICIN Soil 


The Pulitzer Prize 
Photographs 


Respect Diversity 

Symbol Exhibit 

Oklahoma students share art with a powerful message 


OKLAHOMA CITY 

NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL 
& MUSEUM 


f hw 


Photography Hall of Fame 


Exhibiting at the International 
Photography Hall of Fame & Museum 

Through March 30, 2008 

IPHF inside Science Museum Oklahoma 

2100 Ni. 52nd St, Oklahoma City 
405.424.4055 • iphf.org 


NW 13 th St. & Shartel Ave. 
Oklahoma City 
405.235.4458 

www.oklahomaheritage.com 


Colleen lasiello, teacher 


Some quilts tell a story. 

The Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum introduces Sharing Hope: One Stitch At A Time, a 
special exhibit that includes more than thirty pieces of hand-crafted textile art from around the world 
lovingly created to embrace a city in mourning and celebrate her recovery. 


January 12 -April 6, 2008 

www.oklahomacitynationalmemorial.org 

620 N. Harvey, Monday-Saturday ^ 


Childrens souls are the 
purest soil in which to 
plant seeds of tolerance. 


presented in conjunction 
with the 

Respect Diversity Foundation 


Gaylord-Pickens 

OKLAHOMA 

HERITAGE 

MUSEUM 


CEntral Oklavoma's 

Frontier 

CpiJNTRy 


Stake Your Claim! 

800-FUN-OKLA 


OKLfltlOMfl 
vf mim 


WWW.OKTOURISM.COM 


WWW.TRAVELOK.COM 










Central Oklahoma's Frontier Country 







www.elreno. 


TATANKA RANCH 


A place to escape from the city 
and ^et back to western style. 


OMfltlOAfl 
m] vf mim 


WWW.TRAVELOK.COM 


ONTIER 

DUNTRY 


WWW.OKTOURISM.COM 


Stake Your Claim! 

800-FUN-OKLA 


Tiitanku Guest Ranch is nestled on looo cicrcs of pristine Oldahotna countryside. The ranch fs 
conveniently located less than an hour from Oklahoma City and Tulsa, and offers a place to 
escape from the city and get back to ujesfem style basics without forsaking modem conveniences. 


Tatanka s elej^ant lodge is state of the art and promises the perfect setting for any occasion 
Two bedroom guest house with all the luxuries of home 

Ten uniquely designed cabins that set the atmosphere you usually only dream about 
A beauti hilly rock-scaped pool and spa to eneipze and calm your senses 
Play arcade games and pool in the recreation room 
Urge pavilion areas for outdoor entertaining 

Our 15 acre lake and 8 ponds are stocked with Florida bass and Channel cat ready to be caught 

Wander through our orchard and vegetable garden and gather an afternoon snack 

Scenic trails with rare and extraordinary' wildlife are ready to be explored on our AT\’ tours 


CONTACT THE RANCH AT 

918.368.2251 

THETATANKARANCH . COM 


Attractions 

Heritage Express Trolley 

Fort Reno 

Heroes Plaza 

Historic Downtown 

Canadian County Historical Museum 

Crimson Creek Golf Course 

Lake El Reno 

Shopping & Dining 

Lucky Star Casino 

Youngheim Centennial Plaza 

American Bison Herd 

Historic Darlington 


Events 


El Reno Gras Car 
Ghosts of Ft Reno Tours 
Heritage and Arts Festival 
Fried Onion Burger Day 
Fort Reno Candlelight Tour 


This year h truly tmaimg with the Museum's new grant 1 2,(HKHquare-foot 
Oklahoma Centeiiiial Castle Maze, now open? Four mazes raterbck to form 
one large maze as guests twist and turn through the tfaallenging exhibit. 




1714 W, Wfongler Blvd • Seniliwle/OK • www.jasininernoran.«m • l-8€0-259-KlDS 
Just one hour from OKC, East on 1-40, Sem^e EkiI 200, 9 miles Sovthr 1 mile West. 


1-888-5EL-RENO 








LAND RUN FESTIVAL 


Blacksmith Demonstrations 
Spinning and Weaving 
. Cavalry Encampment 
_ Gun Fight Shows 
Oldtimer Parade 
Teepee Camp 
Tractor Pull 

(405)3908276 
SfBBk chcx1awfestival.oig 


In Shawnee, youTl find 


unique shopping, great dining, family- 
fun attractions and truly grand events. 

Enjoy a round of golf or try your luck at one of our 
distinguished casinos. Call us to get your copy of 
our 2008 Visitors Guide or visit us online today! 


Visit online today for Get 
your chance to 


experience the change 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2DDB 7 P.M. 

Annual museum fundraiser featuring an 
exclusive preview of the new Paleozoic 
Gallery, currently under construction. 
Plus live music, food and funl 

Proceeds benefit the programs of 
the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History. 

SNf'MNH 

For more information, call (405) 325-5020. 

WWW . snomnh .ou.edu 

-□r accDmmndatinns an the basis af disability, caii |4D5| 325-4712. Tba Uaivarsity at Dkiabaaia is aa aquai appartaaity institutiaa 


A/V Support ... 
Just Plug in 
Conference 
and Play 
after-hours! 


StjiiwaEprTlonvention Vfsj[(lr^ Bureau 
II vfsitstillwater.org 
II 800-99 L 67 1 7 A 


WWW.TRAVELOK.COM 


ONTIER 

XINTRY 


WWW.OKTOURISM.COM 


Stake Your Claim! 

800-FUN-OKLA 


ohfitionfi 

iim vf mim 





Calendar 



We Are All One People 

SYMBOLS REFLECT RESPECT. 


Putting issues like civil rights and global 
peace on display, the respect diversity 
SYMBOL EXHIBIT showcases the art of 
understanding and overcoming. 

From March 25 to May 8, the artwork 
of Oklahoma students of all ages will deck 
the halls of the Gaylord-Pickens Memorial 
Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City. The 
exhibit includes one hundred works, 
including a rainbow ribbon weaving created 
by Sunset Elementary School students to 
acknowledge that each person needs to be 
respected and recognized for his individual 
gifts and talents. 

Joan Korenblit, executive director of the 
Respect Diversity Foundation, says, “The 
students work together to learn about issues 
ranging from Japanese culture to bullying in 
their own schools and will be guided to find 
understanding through the arts.” 

— RACHEL WRIGHT 

(405) 359-0369 orrespectdiversity.org. 


Grand Lake Boat & Sport Show Mar 1 4-1 6, Grove Civic 
Center. (91 8) 786-6107 

Grand Cup Sailboat Regatta Apr 26, Grand Lake Sailing 
Club. (918) 707-0707 

Guthrie 

Lazy E Arena 9600 Lazy E. Mar 7-9, Wrangler Timed Event 
Championship. Mar 14-16, USTRC Winter Classic Team 
Roping. (405) 282-3004 

The Pollard Theatre 1 20 W Harrison. Mar 1 , Send Me No 
Flowers. Apr 4-30, Peter Pan. (405) 282-2800 


Oklahoma 89er Celebration Apr 1 5-1 9, Downtown. (405) 
282-2589 

Hennessey 

Hennessey Hometown Hootenanny Mar 8, Apr 1 2, 

Hennessey Public Library. (405) 853-621 2 
Antique Tractor Show Apr 26, Hennessey Oldies Club. 
(405) 853-6600 

Hennessey Quilt Show Apr 26, Prairie Quilt Fabric Shop. 
(405) 853-6801 

Hulbert 

Kite Flight & Family Fun Day Mar 1 5, Paradise Cove. 
(918) 772-2545 

Easter Weekend Celebration Mar 23, Western Hills Guest 
Ranch. (918) 772-2108 

Junior Naturalist Training Apr 6, 1 3, 20, Three Forks 
Nature Center. (91 8) 772-2108 

Jenks 

Oklahoma Aquarium 300 Aquarium. Mar 7, Lights Out 
Luau. Mar 1 7, Spring Break Sea Camp. Mar 1 8, Scout 
Day. Mar 26, Homeschool Day. (91 8) 296-3474 

Jenks Herb & Plant Festival Apr 26, Downtown. (91 8) 
299-5005 

Kingfisher 

Buckle of the Wheat Belt 5K Run and 1 Mile Fun Run 

Mar 15, Downtown. (405) 375-4445 
Rockin’ Boppin’ Concert Mar 28-29, Old Middle School 
Auditorium. (405) 375-3822 
Student Living History Apr 13-14, Chisholm Trail 
Museum. (405) 375-5176 

Lawton 

Prince of Peace Passion Play Mar 1 5, 22, Holy City of 
theWichitas. (580) 429-3361 

Home & Garden Show Mar 27-30, Great Plains Coliseum. 
(580) 357-1483 

National MS Walk Mar 29, Elmer Thomas Park. (580) 
250-2015 

I Remember Mama Apr 1 7-20, John Denny Playhouse. 
(580) 355-1600 

Muskogee 

Outlaw Motor Speedway Opening Night Mar 7, Outlaw 
Motor Speedway. (91 8) 687-9200 
Lawn & Garden Show Mar 14-15, Muskogee Fairgrounds. 
(918) 681-2181 

Azalea Festival Apr 1 -30, Honor Heights Park. (91 8) 
684-6302 

Violet Apr 1 8-20, 24-26, Muskogee Little Theatre. (91 8) 

683- 5332 

Flower Power Run Apr 1 9, Honor Heights Park. (91 8) 

684- 6302 

Historic Downtown Trolley Tour Apr 1 9, Three Rivers 
Museum. (918) 686-6624 


Muskogee Farmers Market Opening Day & Earth Day 

Apr 1 9, Market Square. (91 8) 686-6939 

Art Under the Oaks Market & Festival Apr 1 9-20, Five 
Civilized Tribes Museum. (918) 683-1701 
Bare Bones International Film and Music Festival Apr 

21 -27, Various Venues. (91 8) 61 6-1 335 

Norman 

Jacobson House 609 Chautauqua. Mar 1 -30, Jack Hokeah & 
the Art of the Kiowa Five. Apr 6-30, University of Oklahoma 
American Indian Artists Exhibition. (405) 366-1667 
Reaves Park 2051 Jenkins. Apr 4-6, Medieval Fair. Apr 20, 
Little River Zoo’s Kids for Kindness Earth Day Festival. (405) 
366-8095 

Rupel J. Jones Theater 563 Elm. Mar 5-9, Contemporary 
Dance Oklahoma. Apr 4-1 3, Lend Me a Tenor. Apr 25-27, 
Anything Goes. (405) 325-41 01 
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 2401 
Chautauqua. Mar 1 2, Eggstravaganza, Mar 1 7-21 , Spring 
Break Escape. Mar 28, Family Night Out. Mar 29, Adult 
Workshop: Paleontology: What the Fossils Tell Us. Mar 
31 -Apr 1 , Oklahoma Native American Youth Language 
Fair. Apr 1 1 , Family Night Out. Apr 1 8-1 9, Fossil Field Trip. 
Apr 26, Adult Program: Animal Tracks: Identification and 
Collecting. (405) 325-471 2 

Sooner Theatre 1 01 E Main. Mar 1 -2, 6-8, Lucky Stiff. Apr 
18, Leon Russell. (405) 321 -9600 

Creative Craft Festival Mar 29, Cleveland County 
Fairgrounds. (405) 360-4721 

OU School of Art Students Exhibition Apr 1 -6, Fred Jones 
Jr. Museum of Art. (405) 325-4938 

Oklahoma City 

Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. Mar 7, Amy Speace & the 
Tearjerkers. Mar 21 , Jimmy LaFave. Mar 30, Joe Ely. 

Apr 4, Sarah Hickman. Apr 25, Lucy Kaplansky. (405) 
524-0738 

Carpenter Square Theatre 400 W Sheridan. Mar 1 -8, The 
Dead Guy. Mar 21 - Apr 1 2, The Chosen. (405) 232-6500 
Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Walker. Mar 1 , Latin 
American Festival. Mar 1 -2, Macbeth. Mar 11-16, 

Annie. Mar 21 -22, The Beat Goes On: Music of the Baby 
Boomers. Mar 29, Humor, Fantasy, and Enchantment. 

Apr 4-27, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? Apr 5, In 
Nature’s Realm. Apr 6, Yo, Ho, Ho! A Pirate’s Life for Me! 
Apr 1 8-20, The Three Musketeers. Apr 25-26, Buddy 
Watcher, Banjo. Apr 29-30, Gypsy. (405) 297-2584 
Cox Business Services Convention Center Robinson 
& Sheridan. Mar 6-9, Sesame Street Live: When 
Elmo Grows Up. Mar 12-16, Pre-Paid Legal Services 
Convention. Mar 20-22, FIRST Robotics Competition. Apr 
4, Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America 
State Convention. Apr 1 5-1 6, Oklahoma Restaurant 
Convention & Expo. Apr 24-27, Oklahoma Osteopathic 
Association Convention. Apr 29-30, FFA State Convention. 
(405) 602-8500 

Ford Center 1 00 W Reno. Mar 1 -21 , OKC Blazers. Mar 2, 
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Matchbox Twenty. Mar 4, Michael Buble. Mar 30-Apr 1 , 
2008 NCAA Women’s Regional. Apr 3, Blue Man Group. 
Apr 5, 27, Yard Dawgz. (405) 602-8700 

National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 1 700 NE 
63rd. Mar 1 -Apr 30, Real Western Wear: Beaded Gauntlets 
From the William Healey Collection. Mar 1 -Apr 30, The 
Rodeo Photography of Louise Serpa. Mar 1 -Apr 30, Stomp 
Dance and Stickball Southeastern Imagery From the 
Silberman Collection. (405) 478-2250 

Oklahoma City Museum of Art 41 5 Couch. Mar 1 -2, 

Paris 1900. Mar 20-Apr 30, Brett Weston: Out of the 
Shadow. (405) 236-3100 

Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum 620 

N Harvey. Mar 1 -Apr 6, Sharing Hope: One Stitch 
at a Time. April 1 9-30, Reporting Terrorism. (405) 
235-3313 

State Fair Park 1-44 & NW 1 0th. Mar 1 -2, Medcalf’s Gun, 
Knife & Outdoor Equipment Show. Mar 1 -2, Apr 5-6, 
Buchanan’s Antiques and Collectibles Market. Mar 2, 
Backwoods Hunting & Fishing Expo. Mar 6-7, OSAA 
Basketball Championship. Mar 6-8, Oklahoma City 
International Auto Show. Mar 10-20, Oklahoma Youth 
Expo. Mar 1 3-1 6, Annual RV Super Show. Mar 1 5-1 6, 
OKC Gun Show. Mar 21 -22, Mar 28, Speedway Auto 
Races. Mar 22-23, Australian Shepherd Dog Show. Mar 
25, Children’s Clothing &Toy Consignment Sale. Mar 
26-27, Smoke School. Mar 26-30, Oklahoma Ouarter 
Horse Spring Show. Mar 27-30, India Temple Shrine 
Circus. Mar 29, The Kids Fair USA. Mar 29, Largest 
Garage Sale in OKC. Mar 29-30, Sooner Gun Show. 

Mar 30, Obedience Dog Show. Apr 4-6, Southwest 
Street Rod Nationals. Apr 9-13, Oklahoma Centennial 
Horse Show. Apr 1 2. Hispanic Health Fair. Apr 1 3, 
Motorcycle Swap Meet. Apr 22, OK FFA Association. 

Apr 26-27, The International Cat Association Cat Show. 
(405) 948-6704 

Greater Tuna Mar 1 -2, Lyric Theatre. (405) 524-931 2 

An Evening With Bruce Hornsby Apr 3, Rose State 
Performing Arts Center. (405) 297-2264 

Redbud Classic Apr 5-6, Waterford Complex Building. 
(405) 842-8295 

Excursion Trains Apr 5, 19, Oklahoma Railway Museum. 
(405) 808-7516 

Land Run Reenactment Apr 21-25, Harn Homestead 
Museum. (405) 235-4058 

Festival of the Arts Apr 22-27, Downtown. (405) 
270-4048 

Ponca City 

Poncan Theatre 1 04 E Grand. April 3-6, Cookin’ With 
Gus. Apr 25, Taste & Tasteless, A Sin-Tennial Affair: 1 00 
Years of Bad Taste or Let’s Vote on It. (580) 765-0943 

Fly-in Breakfast Mar 1 , Apr 5, Ponca City Airport. (580) 
767-0470 

The 101 Ranch Collectors Association Western 
Memorabilia Show Mar 22, Hutchins Memorial. (580) 
767-0427 


Shawnee 

Firelake Grand Casino 777 Grand Casino. Mar 8, Blake 
Shelton. Apr 1 8, Vicki Lawrence. (405) 964-7263 
Shawnee Mall 4901 Kickapoo. Mar 8-16, Sports Cards 
& Collectibles Show. Mar 1 5, Breakfast With the 
Bunny. Mar 15, Fast Hounds Greyhound Adoption. 

Mar 22, OBI Drive. (405) 275-7253 
Draughtment: Selected Prints of James McNeill 
Whistler & Sir Francis Seymour Hayden Mar 
1-Apr 6, Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art. (405) 
878-5300 

KIRC Home & Garden Show Mar 8-9, Heart of 
Oklahoma Exposition Center. (405) 275-7020 
Enchanted April Mar 28-Apr 5, Shawnee Little Theatre. 
(405) 275-2805 

Santa Fe Days Apr 26, Santa Fe Train Depot Museum. 
(405) 275-8412 

Stillwater 

I Love a Piano Mar 6, Seretean Center Concert Hall. 
(405) 744-7059 


Let’s Talk About It Book Discussion Mar 1 1 , Apr 1 , 

Stillwater Public Library. (405) 372-3633 
Home & Garden Show Apr 5-6, Payne County Expo Center. 
(405)377-1275 

The Battle of Shallowford Play Apr 1 0-1 3, 1 7-20, Town and 
Gown Theatre. (405) 372-91 22 
Stillwater Arts & Heritage Festival Apr 1 2-1 3, Couch Park. 
(405) 747-8070 

Tumbleweed Calf Fry Apr 24-26, Tumbleweed Concert 
Arena. (405) 377-0075 

Tahlequah 

Indian Territory Days Mar 27-28, Cherokee Heritage Center. 
(918)456-6007 

All Because of Agatha Apr 1 8-27, Tahlequah Community 
Playhouse. (91 8) 458-4333 

Red Fern Festival Apr 25-26, Downtown. (91 8) 456-3742 

Tulsa 

Clark Theatre 1 1 440 E Admiral. Apr 10-13, Phantom 
Tollbooth. Apr 1 9, Laughing Matter Improv. (91 8) 669-6455 



Pen Pals 

WORDS TAKE FLIGHT AT THIS CREATIVE WRITING FESTIVAL. 


Story time is around the corner. East Central 
University and the Oklahoma Arts Council present 
the third annual scissoRTAiL creative writing 
FESTIVAL. April 3 to April 5, approximately 
fifty authors from Oklahoma and beyond will 
gather in Ada for a unique festival dedicated to 
celebrating the art of creative writing. 

Authors from all walks will read their works 
during thirty-minute sessions throughout each 
day. “It’s kind of a mosaic,” says festival director, 
Ken Hada. “The variety of writers and genres 
becomes very inspiring.” 

The readings will take place every hour 
and a half from 9 a.m. through 8:30 p.m. on 


Thursday and Friday and from 9 a.m. through 
1 :30 p.m. on Saturday in the Eastep Center 
on the ECU campus. Featured authors Diane 
Glancy, Dayna Dunbar and Phil Heldrich each 
will read for an hour. 

“I saw a sign once that read, ‘Our specialty 
is what we have,’” Hada says. “We’re not trying 
to be all things. We’re simply letting the writers 
read and focusing on word.” 

— RACHEL WRIGHT 

East Central University is located at 11 00 East 
14th Street in Ada. A schedule of readings is 
available at ecok.edu. (580) 332-8000. 
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Calendar 



Into the Wild 

NATURE NURTURES CURIOUS MINDS 

The great outdoors is one of Oklahoma’s greatest 
assets. FIELD, FOREST & STREAM: THE HISTORY OF 
OKLAHOMA AND THE OUTDOORS is a unique exhibit at 
the Oklahoma History Center that brings the outside 
in, allowing viewers to learn about the wild and our 
interactions with it. 

From artifacts and writings to interactive 
exhibits, viewers are able to appreciate nature- 
related activities including hunting, fishing, wildlife 
photography, conservation, camping, and other 
alfresco pursuits. 

Several artifacts are featured, too, from Wiley 
Post’s sleeping bag to items from President 


AT THIS OKLAHOMA CITY EXHIBIT. 

Theodore Roosevelt’s hunt in the Wichita Mountains 
area prior to statehood. Visitors to the exhibit can 
choose three trails — ^the water, the camp, or the 
forest trail — and peruse thirteen display cases full 
of outdoor relics. Along with artifacts, there is plenty 
to keep even the children entertained, including a 
hands-on noodling display. 

— VALLERY BROWN 

Field, Forest & Stream: The History of 
Oklahoma and the Outdoors will be on display April 
3 though late 2008. 2401 North Laird in Oklahoma 
City (405) 522-5248 or okhistorycenter.org. 


Expo Square 41 45 E 21 st. Mar 1 -2, Akdar Shrine Circus. 

Mar 2-9, Just Between Friends. Mar 6-9, Greater Tulsa 
Home & Garden Show. Mar 6-9, Green Country Paint 
Horse Show. Mar 7-9, Dennis Reis Productions. Mar 7-Apr 
6, Tulsa 66ers. Mar 1 3-1 4, Kids, Kows & More. Mar 22, 
Addis Arabian Auction. Mar 27-29, International Soul 
Winning Workshop. Mar 28-30, AKC National Agility 
Championships. Mar 29-30, Sooner State Rodeo. 

Apr 5, Tulsa Gun Show. Apr 11-13, US Team Penning 
Association. Apr 1 7-20, AQHA Region 8 Show. Apr 1 9, 
The Bellamy Brothers. Apr 23-27, GO Hunter Jumper 
Association Show. (91 8) 744-1 1 1 3 
Gilcrease Museum of Art 1400 Gilcrease Museum. 

Mar 1 -9, Charles Banks Wilson: An Oklahoma Life in 
Art. Mar 1 -9, Quilt Raffle at Gilcrease. Mar 1 -Apr 30, 

1 776-1 876: An American Century of American History 
in Art. (918) 596-2700 

Mabee Center 7777 S Lewis. Mar 27-30, Sesame Street 
Live: When Elmo Grows Up. Apr 3, Blue Man Group. 
(918) 495-6000 

Tulsa Community College 1 0300 E 81 st. Mar 6, Maureen 
O’Boyle. Mar 1 4-1 5, An Evening of Gershwin. Apr 1 0, 
Anne-Marie McDermott. (918) 595-7777 
Tulsa Convention Center 1 00 Civic Center. Mar 4, 
Metropolitan Tulsa Urban League Guild Fashion Fair. Mar 
4-21, Tulsa Oilers. (918) 596-7177 
Tulsa Garden Center 2435 S Peoria. Mar 15, Iris Judging 
School. Apr 5-6, Tulsa Orchid Society Show & Sale. Apr 
11-12, Spring Garden Market. Apr 21 , 23, 28, 30, Plant 
Materials. (91 8) 746-5125 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 1 0 E 2nd. Mar 1 , 

Madeline & the Bad Hat. Mar 1 , Private Lives. Mar 1 -30, 
Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition. Mar 2, Lakme. Mar 
4-5, Rastrelli Cello Quartet. Mar 4-9, Annie. Mar 8, The 
Wailin’ Jennys. Mar 11-12, Rent. Mar 1 2-Apr 1 6, Brown 
Bag It. Mar 14-1 5, Tulsa Press Club Gridiron Show. 

Mar 15, A Viennese Evening. Mar 16, Irvin Mayfield & 
New Orleans Jazz Orchestra. Mar 24, Vietnam: Land 
of Surprises. Mar 28-29, Miss Nelson Has a Field 
Day. Mar 29-30, In Black. Apr 3-27, Photographs by 
Annabel Clark. Apr 4, Grada. Apr 4-6, 1 0-1 2, Love, Sex 
& the IRS. Apr 5, An Evening with the Tulsa Symphony 
Orchestra. Apr 8-1 0, 1 984. Apr 1 1 , David Faber. Apr 
1 1 , Souls of Our Feet Workshop. Apr 1 2, Bernstein & 
Honegger. Apr 1 2, Souls of Our Feet. Apr 1 3, Adaskin 
String Trio With Thomas Gallant. Apr 1 4, Cruising Russia: 
St Petersburg to Moscow. Apr 1 9, Pride Prom. Apr 26, 
The Magic Flute. (918) 596-2525 
Tulsa Zoo & Living Museum 6421 E 36th. Mar 22, 
Zoobilee. Apr 1 2, Sea Lion Splash. Apr 1 9, Earthfest. Apr 
25, Kofi’s Pride. (918) 669-6600 
The Drunkard & the Olio Mar 1 , Tulsa Spotlighters 
Theater. (91 8) 587-5030 

Bob Wills Birthday Celebration With Texas Playboys 

Mar 1 , Cain’s Ballroom. (918) 584-2306 

Waite Phillips: The Man & His Legacy Mar 1 -Apr 30, 
Philbrook Museum of Art. (918) 749-7941 
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Wichita Bones 

Worn knuckles 
break the ground, 
marking seismic shoves 
into the light. 

Ancient rocks sheered 
in Apache angles — 
slant edges worn 
by foot and hoof 
and rain 

round to bison shapes cloaked 
in lichen; deep wrinkles host 
to alpine asters and crystal pools 
capturing clouds passing 
over the Wichita. 

Here, the native bluestem 
sings our return to feather, 
rock, and wind. 

Far off, across the ancient spine 
of rock, turbines spin, 
capturing breath 
to make light. 

Mary Logan Wolf of Oklahoma City Is a longtime 
contributor to Oklahoma Today. This Is her first 
published poem. 


Herb Day in Brookside Mar 1 2, 41 st & Peoria. (91 8) 
560-0263 

Designer Home Showcase Apr 25-30, 1 608 S Elwood. 
(918) 902-0809 

Out & About 

ADA Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Club Swap, Show & Sale, Mar 
28-30, Pontotoc Country Agriplex. (580) 332-9267 
ADA Pontotoc County Quilt Show, Apr 25-26, Pontotoc 
County Convention Center. (580) 332-2153 
BEAVER Cimarron Territorial Celebration, Apr 1 2-1 9, 
Beaver County Fairgrounds. (580) 625-4726 
BRAGGS Easter Extravaganza, Mar 22, Green leaf State 
Park. (918) 487-5196 

BROKEN ARROW River City Ramblers, Apr 1 1 , BA 
Intermediate High School Auditorium. (918) 259-4300 
BROKEN BOW Bass Tournament, Mar 16, Broken Bow 
Lake. (580) 584-3393 


CHANDLER Easter Egg Hunt, Mar 22, Chandler 
Courthouse Lawn. (405) 258-0673 
CHECOTAH Civil War Life Program & Candlelight 
Tour, Mar 8, Honey Springs Battlefield Site. (918) 
473-5572 

CHOCTAW Land Run Festival, Apr 17-19, Choctaw Creek 
Park. (405) 390-8276 

CLINTON Great Getaway Travel & Leisure Show, Mar 
1-2, Frisco Center. (580) 323-7874 
CLINTON Oklahoma Home & Garden Expo, Mar 29-30, 
Frisco Center. (580) 323-7874 
DAVIS Easter Egg Hunt, Mar 23, Fullerton Park. (580) 
369-2402 

DAVIS Hot Asphalt ’08, Mar 31 , S 3rd Street. (580) 
369-8619 

DEL CITY Greater Oklahoma Bluegrass Music Society, 
Mar 8, Apr 1 2, Oklahoma Country-Western Museum 
& Hall of Fame. (405) 485-2370 
DURANT Two Bulls Challenge Bull Bash, Mar 21 -22, 
Stephens County Fair & Expo Center. (580) 255-3231 
DURANT Mega Bull ’08, Apr 1 2, Durant Roundup Club. 
(580) 924-1550 

ELK CITY Southwest Farm & Home Expo, Apr 5-6, Civic 
Center. (580) 225-0207 

ELK CITY Oklahoma State Fiddlers Convention. Apr 
17-19, Holiday Inn. (405) 685-1644 
ENOS Marshall County Antique Iron Tractor and 
Implement Show. Apr 11-12, Citywide. (580) 
564-9057 

EUFAULA Lake Eufaula State Park Easter Egg Hunt, Mar 
22, Deep Fork Nature Center. (918) 689-4607 
FAIRLAND Twin Bridges Easter Egg Hunt, Mar 22, Twin 
Bridges State Park. (91 8) 542-6969 
FORT GIBSON Heritage Days, Apr 18-19, Fort Gibson 
Historic Site. (918) 478-4088 
FOSS Foss Lake Easter Egg Hunt, Mar 15, Foss State 
Park. (580) 726-5656 

HEAVENER Heavener Runestone State Park. Mar 22, 
Easter Egg Hunt. Mar 23, Sunrise Service. (918) 
653-2241 

HUGO Early Bird Bluegrass Festival, Mar 28-29, Agriplex. 
(580) 326-6441 

IDABEL Dogwood Days, Apr 5, Downtown. (580) 
286-3305 

JET Salt Plains Birding Festival, Apr 26, Salt Plains 
National Wildlife Refuge. (580) 626-4794 
LEXINGTON 89ers Celebration, Apr 19, Main & 
Broadway. (405) 527-2623 
MANGUM Rattlesnake Derby, Apr 25-27, Downtown. 
(580) 782-2434 

MARLOW Easter Egg Hunt, Mar 22, Redbud Park. (580) 
658-2212 

MIAMI Peoria Stomp Dance, Mar 1 , Ottawa/Peoria 
Cultural Center. (918) 540-2535 
MIDWEST CITY Sooner Acoustic Music Bluegrass Jam, 
Mar 1 4, 21 , 28, Apr 4, 1 1 , 1 8, 25, 709 S Air Depot. 
(405) 736-9200 


OKEMAH St. Patty’s Day Party, Mar 15, Grape Ranch. 
(918) 623-2250 

OKEMAH Bud Break Party, Apr 19, Grape Ranch. (918) 
623-2250 

PAWHUSKA Osage Heritage Trail Byway Ribbon Cutting & 
Celebration, Apr 26, Main & Kinekah. (91 8) 287-1 208 
PAWNEE Easter Egg Hunt, Mar 22, Pawnee Bill Ranch. 
(918) 762-2513 

PERRY Spring Fest, Apr 26, Downtown. (580) 336-4684 
SALLISAW Sequoyah OHCE Quilt Show, Apr 25-26, 
Sequoyah County Fairgrounds. (918) 962-6223 
SAND SPRINGS Herbal Affair & Festival, Apr 19, 
Downtown. (918) 245-5082 

SAYRE Easter in the Park, Mar 22, Sayre City Park. (580) 
928-3386 

SAYRE Dyson Bluegrass Festival, Mar 27-29, S.H. 152 
West. (580) 928-5909 

SMITHVILLE J-D Spring Mountain Trail Ride, Apr 24-27, 
J-D Trail Riding Camp. (580) 244-7261 
SPARKS Quapaw Creek Rendezvous, Apr 27-30, Sparks 
America Campground. (918) 866-2543 
SPIRO Family Kite Fly Day, Mar 15, Spiro Mounds 
Archaeological Center. (918) 962-2062 
SPIRO Vernal Equinox Walks, Mar 19-20, Spiro Mounds 
Archaeological Center. (918) 962-2062 
SULPHUR Arbuckle Outdoor Expo, Mar 15-16, Murray 
County Expo Center. (580) 369-2402 
SULPHUR Wiener Dog Races, Apr 19, Downtown. (580) 
622-6246 

TALIHINA Indian Festival Powwow, Apr 26, Old School 
Gym. (91 8) 567-2539 

VIAN Eagle Tour & Loon Watch, Mar 1 , Sequoyah 
National Wildlife Refuge and Tenkiller State Park. 
(918) 489-5641 

VIAN Easter in the Park, Mar 22-23, Tenkiller State Park. 
(918) 489-5641 

WILBURTON Green Frog Festival, Apr 18-19, Downtown. 
(918) 465-2254 

WILBURTON Spring Cowboy Camp Meeting, Apr 25-27, 
Hickory Creek Farm Recreation Area. (918) 753-2607 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or 
travelok.com for more listings. 


Dates and times are subject to change; please confirm before 
attending any event. The Events Guide is a free service 
published on a space-available basis. To be considered, 
please mail a notice of the event that includes date, place, 
address, and both a contact telephone number and a 
phone number that can be published. Notices must arrive 
at Oklahoma Today at least three calendar months prior to 
publication (i.e., July/August 2008 events must arrive by 
April 1). Events Guide, Oklahoma Today, 1 20 North Robinson, 
Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 731 02. Fax: (405) 230-8650. 
Email: eventsguide@oklahomatoday.com. We cannot take 
listings over the telephone. 
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Where Are You? OKLAHOMA TODAY OUlZ 


"Great things are done when men and mountains meet." — William Blake 



been to this 



ROAD TRIP 

Easily accessible from most cities in 
Okiahoma, this scenic day trip destination 
packs not oniy a waiiop of beauty but offers 
a number of outdoor activities for famiiies 
and adventurers to enjoy. 


F or many oklahomans, this 

part of the state has a mystical aura, 
its rocky hills and rolling plains a 
reminder of our Native American heritage 
and geological past. 

More than 59,000 acres comprise the grassy 
haven, where buffalo and elk lure city dwell- 
ers into an unplugged, natural habitat. Rock 
climbers, too, flock to its vertical heights for 
rappelling adventures. Protected in 1901 by 
federal mandate, the area is home to a mountain 
range, which, at approximately 550 million 
years, is among the oldest on earth. 

As savvy Internet users will learn from 
Oklahoma Todays free online archives, two 
characters from the region’s annual Easter 
pageant appeared on the March/April 1956 
Oklahoma Today cover, the second issue in 


the magazine’s fifty-two-year history. Can you 
name this nature preserve? Better yet, can you 
name the characters who appeared on that 1 956 
cover? — Louisa McCune-Elmore 

Three winners will receive an Oklahoma Today 
T-shirt. Winning contestants who answer both 
questions correctly also will receive a lapel pin. 
Mail entries with name and town to Oklahoma 
Today, '‘Where Are You?'’, 120 North Robinson, 
Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 73 102 or send 
responses to WhereAreYou@oklahomatoday.com 
no later than March 18. 

Last issues Where Are You? was the Tallgrass 
Prairie Preserve north ofPawhuska. Winners 
are Philip Tickling of San Diego, California, 
H. Trent Wood of Tulsa, and Lucille Ninemire 
ofYukon. 
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Fort Sill 


S29SWCAvenue • Lawton, OK 73501 
580.355.3541 -800.372.4540 

www.lawtonfortsillchamber.com 


• Historic Lawton-Fort Sill is a great place to celebrate in’ . 
'20b§. Influenced by pioneers, Native Americans, and'* 
military heroes, Lawton-Fort Sill's meaningful past a^ 
"unique present will make your visit here Unforgettable. 
Come join us this spring and enjoy the Arls for All Festi- 
val, southwest Oklahoma's most popular cultural event. 
Show your pride as we honor the men and women who 
serve our country at one of the largest Armed F6fC?§'0ay 
parades in the nation. LavrttSif-Fort Sill h a s a | o t^p^off erym^ 
and we want to sh^re it With 
for everyone! 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Prince of Peace Easter Pageant 

March 15,22 

Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge Tours 
and Interpretive Programs 

Stars over the Wichita's, March 7, 8 
Historical Sites Tour, March 8,1 S, 22, 29 
Spring Wilderness Kike, April 1 2, 1 9, 26 

Home and Garden Show 

March 23-30 

Museum of the Great Plains 
Spring Encampment 

March 27-29 

"I Remember Mama" 

April 11-13,17-20 

Oklahoma State Garden Club Meeting 
'Jewels of Spring' 

May 1-3 

Arts for All Festival 

May 9-11 

Armed Forces Day 
Celebration and Parade 

May 17 

Children's Musical Theater 

April 1 

Kohl's Cup Soccer Tournament 

May2-4 

Mazzio's Governor's Cup 
Soccer Tournament 

May 2-4 

Bike Festival and Tour de Wichita's 

May 3, 4 

'Wheels in Motion' exhibit 

May 3- June 1 








'Wiat I Uke Most 
About Hea Ilia nd Ryer 

is it’s a relaxing way to catch up on my work while I travel.” 

- Bill Stewart, Oklahoma City 


BIJ OY IHE J OURNEY 

AS MUCH AS 1HE DESANAHON. 


Enjoy comfortable rail travel to destinations in 
Oklahoma and Texas on Heartland Flyer. Visit the 
dining car for hot food and cold beverages, catch 
up on your favorite book, or simply take in the 
scenery. There’s no more relaxing way to travel. 


HEARTLAND 

nvEi^ 


Your Passenger Rail Connection 


INFORMATION: HEARTLANDFLYER.COM | RESERVATIONS: 1-800-USA-RAILORAMTRAK.COM 



